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ABSTRACT 


The present study was designed to test hypotheses drawn 
from the literature on marginality as they relate to gay people and to 
explore the)social situation. of: gay males in a medium-sized Canadian 
city (Edmonton, Alberta). The use of a marginal man perspective as an 
aid to understanding gay minorities reflects both an attempt to extend 
the applicability of the perspective and a desire to approach the study 
of gay people from frameworks similar to those employed when looking 
at other minorities. A central concern of the research was an investi- 
gation of the concomitants of differential patterns of involvement with 
gay and non-gay (conventional) social worlds. 

Data was gathered from 142 gay males by means of a séelf-administ- 
ered questionnaire and through observational work within the Edmonton gay 
community. Primary forms of data analysis employed were cross-tabulations 
and analysis of variance. 

Results of the data analysis suggest that the appearance of 
marginal personality characteristics (MPC) among gay males follows 
similar patterns as are found among members of other minority groups, 
namely, as a consequence of individuals’ identification with conventional 
social structures and of their perception of barriers to full acceptance 
within the majority society. 

An examination of the role of social involvement in relation to 
the development of MPC and other measures of personal and social adjust- 
ment suggests that participation with both gay and non-gay others is 
positively associated with increased adjustment. This association is 
more consistent and powerful in the case of contact with conventional 
others. Most adjusted were those individuals who while highly involved 


with gay peers maintain strong to moderate ties with the non-gay world. 
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High degrees of participation within the gay community, to the extent 
they interferewith conventional involvements,would appear associated 
with lessened personal and social adjustment. 

While both forms of social participation are related to increased 
personal well-being the manner of association differs. Involvement with 
gay others provides individuals with an increased acceptance of being 
gay and reduces unrealistic fears associated with handling gay Pater ies 
Conventional involvements are more directly related to adjustment through 
their ability to satisfy individual needs presently ummeetable within 
an institutionally incomplete gay community. 

In the sample under study signs of psychological marginality were 
minimal, with most individuals coping well with their situation. The 
major effects of life in a marginal situation are most visible at the 
level of overt attitudes and behaviors as opposed to being manifest in 
intra-psychic turmoil. These responses reflect in part a tendency for 
respondents to seek reassurance of their social acceptability throueh 
the presentation and elaboration of conventional facades and attitudes. 

While marginal man theory is seen as having been of value in 
providing a framework from which to view the present situation of gay 
minorities it is felt that future research should be directed less to 
psychological outcomes and should focus more strongly upon the coping 
responses engaged in by individuals as they successfully adjust to 
marginal situations. Methodologically it is felt that such research 
should rely, at least in the initial stages, more upon in-depth explora- 
tion of life histories, rather than upon survey research, the former 
approach being more able to provide insight into the temporal sequences 


involved in building gay identities and of the costs involved in handling 


and maintaining gay careers. 
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CHAPTER I 


ADAPTATIONS TO A MARGINAL SITUATION 


The development of this dissertation has been guided by the 
belief that the advancement of knowledge will come only with our ability 
to see relationships where none were visible before and through our 
Capacity to link disparate phenomena with common explanatory schemata. 
In so doing we not only add to our knowledge of the phenomenon under 
study, but are presented with an opportunity to clarify and expand our 
explanatory constructs. 

On a general level this study is concerned with the social situat- 
ion and life adjustments of all those who do not fit easily into their 
assigned slots in modern-day Canadian society, that is, with those in- 
dividuals who, for reasons of age, social disability, physical or mental 
variation, ethnic origin or other cause are excluded to some degree from 
full-fledeed participation im ‘the Life “of the society, irrespective of 
their potential talents or actual achievements. While the specific 
group considered here is gay males, it is hoped that an examination of 
their Seven will be of value, not only to them, but’ to other similar- 
ly oppressed aggregates. 

This study had been undertaken with the assumption that the 
difficulties experienced by gay people reflect their position as an 
oppressed minority in Canadian society, and with the belief that the 
oppression of any group creates a climate which makes more possible 
the suppression of other groups which do not conform, in varying 


degrees, to the dominant mores and ideology. This implies, in part, 
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that if we are to work for a more free society we must recognize 
that the fate of any one group is inexporably linked with the fortune 
of all others, This idea hasbeen expressed by David Suzuki (1971) 
when he suggested that: 
the strength of our racial group does not derive from our 
numbers or political power, but from a recognition that 
all groups categorized by race or religion are placed under 
the same pressures. In order to work towards a society in 
which each individual is valued for his own worth, we must 
identify with all other potentially oppressed groups. Anti- 
semitism, segregation, squalid Indian reserves and ghettoes 
are conditions we must fight against with other groups. Many 
of us breathe a sigh of relief as "other" groups are dis- 
criminated against...How stupid to think that bigotry aimed 
at Blacks or Jews is any different from prejudice directed 
at us. The merest puff of a whisper can turn anti~semitism 
to a fear of the, yellow peril. 
While speaking of ethnic collectivities, his remarks are applicable to 
all groups which are devalued on the basis of arbritary criteria, be 


these criteria economic, ethnic, chronological, sexual, or other 


Ycause'.. Until all are free none are truly safe. 


FOCUS OF THE DISSERTATION 

Specifically this research is concerned with examining the 
utility of marginal man theory as an explanatory construct for the 
understanding of behavioral and attitudinal variations among gay 
males. Marginal man theory, as derived from the work of Park (1928) 
and Stonequist (1937) suggests that when individuals are placed in 
a position between two contradictory or inconsistent cultures or social 
structures, they will tend to react by developing a particular pattern 
of personality traits. Much of the work in this area since that time 
has been devoted to attempts to trace the linkages between the social 
position of the group and the appearance of psychological maladjustment 


among its members. This will form a major part of the study which follows. 
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In order to accomplish this goal, the marginal situation of gay males 
will be explored and specific hypotheses will be drawn from the lit- 
erature for testing. 

The second focus of the dissertation lies in the specific group 
under study. It is hoped that the application of the theoretical 
perspective implied by ideas of the marginal man to the situation 
facing gay people will serve to highlight aspects of the behavioral 
and attitudinal adaptations of gay males that have been overlooked 
or slighted in past research, and thus, help to increase our knowledge 
one of Canada's largest minorities. This is of importance for two 
reasons. First, the study of homosexuality has usually been approached 
from different perspectives, perspectives which focus on isaac 
and which seek to locate these difficulties within individuals rather 
than within the particular context of social relationships in which 
gay people function. The decreasing productivity, some might say 
irrelevance of traditional views, as well as their increasing unaccept- 
ability to growing numbers of gay people suggests the necessity for 
alternative conceptualizations. Secondly, while there has been a 
great increase in the amount of attention being paid to homosexuality 
in recent years, only a miniscule proportion of this research has 
involved an examination of Canadian populations. Thus, our knowledge 
of homosexuality in Canada is largely based upon generalization from 
foreign, usually American, data sources. While cross-cultural similar- 
ities undoubtedly exist, the extent of these similarities can only be 
assessed through empirical research, > and, Jihus, gebere lexi stseapneed 
for a direct examination of the Canadian situation. 


This dissertation is concerned, therefore, with two distinct but 
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related areas of interest, First, an examination of the psychologi- 
cal effects of occupancy of a marginal situation - specifically being 
gay in present day Canada. This would include an examination of 
factors which contribute to psychological dis-ease among members of 
marginal aggregates as well as an exploration of ae which might 
mitigate or reduce somewhat the potential strains of living in such 
circumstances. Second, an examination of the more salient features 
of the social situation facing gay people in our soctety. This work 
is largely exploratory in nature and is concerned less with testing 
specific hypotheses than with the identification of problematic 
features, and their consequences, of the marginal situation facing 


gay people at present. 


A note on terminology: First, for the purpose of this study the term 
homosexual refers to "individuals who participate in a special community 
of understanding wherein members of onets own sex are defined as the 
most desirable sexual objects" (Goffman, 1963:43). Although a number 

of definitions exist, Goffman's description most closely approaches 

the concerns of this study in its emphasis on individuals who have 
recognized that their primary socio-sexual attachment lies with members 
of their own sex, that is, individuals who are aware of their dual 

Status affiliations, while not making unnecessary assumptions concern- 
ing either the social or sexual behavior displayed by those Pndsviduales” 
Second, while the terms gay or homosexual may be used interchangeably 
pay is preferable, in part because it is the choice of those who belong 
tomthe -catecory in question. ~Furthermore, it does not ‘carry with it the 


clinical and psychiatric (as well as sexual) overtones associated with 


the alternative - connotations which this study seeks to avoid.3 
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RESEARCH ON HOMOSEXUALITY: SOME DIFFICULTIES 


We have chosen to approach the copie of homosexuality from the 
perspective of marginal man theory. Such a decision may be seen as 
advantageous both for marginal man research and for the study of 
homosexuality. To the extent that marginality reters to a signifi- 

Cant area of sociological concern the extension of the concept to 
include phenomena, which, while fitting the definition, are not of the 
more conventional variety usuatly investigated, would seem to present 

an opportunity for further tests of the theory, particularly as it 
relates to the development of marginal personality characteristics 

(MPC) in individual members of the marginal aggregate. Additionally 

the examination of a non-usual marginal situation may help to shed in- 
sight on.those consequences of marginal situations which derive from 

the essence of marginality itself and those which are specific to 
distinctive types of marginal situations. The eventual utilization of 

a variety of groups to explore the concept of marginality may lead to 
insights into aspects of the theory which have been slighted or over- 
looked; for Eee the consideration of gay people as a marginal 
group suggests that greater attention should be paid to the individual's 
responses to the marginal situation in both an attitudinal and behavioral 
sense, in attempting to assess the effects of that situation. 

The major value to the use of a marginal man perspective, however, 
would seem to Lie in the possible benefits which may accrue to our 
understanding of homosexuality. While recent years have witnessed an 
upsurge in the professional attention paid to the topic of homosexuality 
there has been some suggestion (Sagarin, 1973) that quality has not kept 


pace with quantity. Why this is so is unclear; however, a review of 
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the literature does point to certain factors which may have contributed 


to such a state of affairs. 

A major factor retarding research has been an excessive concern 
with polemical and ideological issues. As Churchill (1967) has stated 
our culture contains a strong eroto-phobic strain which, while appli- 
cable to all sexual acts, is especially evident in regard to sexual 
activity of a homo-erotic nature, and which has made it difficult to 
approach such activity with high degrees of objectivity and value 
neutrality, A desire to score ideological points against one's oppon- 
ents - to prove that gay is good or gay is bad - has clouded assess- 
ments of more scientifically answerable types of questions in a number 
of areas; for example, discussions of whether homosexuality really 
exists, an examination of the concepts of sickness and cure, and in a failure 
to separate questions of a scientific nature from issues of social in- 
justice.” 

Similarly, Simon and Gagnon (1967) identified two additional 
defects which they felt characterized research on homosexuality at that 
time, namely, that such research "is ruled by a simplistic and homo- 
geneous view of the psychological and social contents of the category 
"homosexualt" and that it is "nearly exclusively interested in the most 
diiricult and. least rewarding of all questions, Ehat of etiology." (Lt 
would be desirable to say the ensuing years have rendered their assess- 
ment invalid. Undoubtedly changes have occurred. The growth of gay 
liberation as a social movement has stimulated sociological interest 
in gay people and their adjustment to their social milieu. However, 
while new concerns have been introduced older ones have persisted and 


Simon and Gagnon's statements still apply. Research on homosexuality is 
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still grounded in the assumption that homosexuals represent a 
distinct category of persons qualitatively different from hetero- 
Sexuals, and furthermore, that this qualitative difference rests upon 
something distinctive within the individual. Epstein (quoted in Humphreys, 
1972:40) has written: 

They are different from the rest of us. Homosexuals are 

different, moreover, in a way that cuts deeper than other 

kinds of human differences - reli eious clans wracta l= 

in a way that is, somehow, more fundamental. Cursed without 

clear cause, afflicted without apparent cure, they are 

an affront to our rationality, living evidence of our des- 

pair of ever finding a sensible, an explainable, design 

to the world. 
It is this assumption - an assumption of inexplicable difference, 
usually negative, and presumably innate - which is the foundation upon 
which most research on homosexuality, whether ideologically pro or con, 
rests, 

The direct or indirect influence of this attitude can be seen in 
a number of areas. The concern with polemical and ideological issues, 
for example, can be directly related to an assumption of differences, 
Rather than attempting to assess graduated variations among people we 
have dichotomized the world into antithetical categories, gay and straight, 
and have engaged in attempts to evaluate their respective legitimacy. 
By uncritically assuming that something called homosexuality and people 
called homosexuals exist we have not given sufficient attention to the 
alternative view that these may be only convenient categories used to 
divide reality into manageable units. As descriptions of different 
realities they may be of lesser significance than we have imagined. 


The tendency to equate different erotic activities with the 


essential nature of a person also underlies both a simplistic and homo- 
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geneous view of the category homosexual as well as the excessive pre- 
occupation with etiology. Given unique Rd Reseene ts between hetero- 
sexuals and homosexuals one can afford, more easily, to ignore variations 
within the homosexual sub-set of the population (for these variations 

are of undoubtedly lesser significance than the major variation, how- 
ever defined, which differentiates the 'homosexualt from thetnormal!). 
This has contributed to an unfortunate tendency for some researchers to 
generalize from inadequate samples to the population as a whole. While 
homosexuality may or may not be a master status for all gay people it 
would appear to be one for many researchers. 

In sociologically-oriented writings the emphasis on the master 
status is reflected in a tendency to use homosexuality as the key 
explanatory variable in accounts of behavior patterns rather than available 
alternatives. For example the interactional patterns of male homo- 
sexuals are attributed to or discussed in terms of a gay subculture rather 
than in age-specific or class-related terms. It may well be that the 
significant aspects of gay subcultures are shaped more by these factors 
than by the erotic activity itself. Similarly, in @ psychiatrically. 
oriented ie disapproved behaviors are interpreted in intra-psychic 
terms Wichoet due consideration of the societal context in which they 
occur. For example, labelling the bts cdeusa Natclassic@anjustice comector" 
enables one to ignore societal persecution and oppression: similarly by 
suggesting that homosexuals are promiscuous and prefer impersonal 
sexual encounters one can downplay societal forces which work against 
the establishment of long temn relationships among gay males. In this 
regard descriptions of gay life styles remind one of the “cultural” ex- 


planations applied to disapproved behaviors found among other devalued 
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groups, ae eee the poor. Not only is there a tendency to confuse 
necessary adaptive behaviors with preferred ways of living, but also 

a tendency to seek explanations and solutions within the individual 

or his culture in isolation from the larger context within which both 
operate (Valentine, 1968: Ryan, 1971). 

The consideration of homosexuals as a distinct homogeneous 
category has encouraged research into the etiology of the ‘disorder’. 
While there is nothing wrong in attempting to trace the unfolding of 
a behavior pattern, the relevance of much of this etiological concern 
rests upon the dubious assumption that what is undesirable about homo- 
sexuality is traceable to these formative factors or, as Simon and 
Gagnon (1967:177) suggest, "is a necessary outcome and in a sense, 
re-enactment of certain early and determining experiences." It is 
doubtful, however, that knowing the causes of homosexual activity 
will provide much insight into what homosexuals do, if only because 
homosexuals do a wide variety of things. Furthermore, if change is our 
goal, there is no necessary connection between knowing the cause of 
something and knowing how to modify it, nor, as the behaviorists have 
pointed out, is knowledge of causes necessary to change present conditions. 

In summary, it is suggested that research on homosexuality has 
suffered because it has been grounded in the assumption that the homosexual 
represents a type of person qualitatively different from the heterosexual. 
This assumption has encouraged an over-emphasis on etiological questions, 
contributed to a simplified view of what constitutes the homosexual, 
and helped feed polemical and ideological debate, as well as con- 


tributing to the past isolation of research on this topic from the 


mainstream of sociological thinking. 
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An approach to gay life styles based upon a marginal man per- 
spective is an attempt to base study not jn the differences, but rather 
the similarities which this group shares with others; it is an attempt 
to 

move from an obsessive concern with the sexuality 

of the individual, and...to see the homosexual in 

terms of the broader attachments that he must make 

to live inthe world around him (Simon and Gagnon, 

POO eT aloe 
By taking this approach it is hoped that it will be possible to avoid 
some of the previous pitfalls in research dealing with gay people and 


to advance our knowledge of both gay life styles and marginal man 


theory. 


STRATEGY OF PRESENTATION 
The dissertation is developed along the following lines. Chapter 2 
provides an overview of previous work conducted within a marginal man 
framework. Much of this pereerah has been devoted to exploring the 
relationship between occupancy of a marginal situation, variously 
defined, and the appearance of psychological dis-ease in individuals. 
While these effects are of importance, it is suggested that emphasis 
should also be given to other consequences of being in a marginal sit- 
uation and to the manner in which people cope with such situations. 
Hypotheses guiding the inquiry are presented and methodology is discussed. 
Chapter 3 briefly outlines some of the more salient features of 
the marginal situation facing gay people at the present time. The nature 
of the social disabilities gay people potentially face are outlined and 
an overview of the major institutions found within the Edmonton gay 


community provided. 
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Results obtained from the questionnaire used are presented in 
Chapter 4. The focus is on the patterns of variables which give rise 
to feelings of psychological marginality in the sample under study 
and the relative efficacy of participation with both gay and convention- 
al others in promoting individual adjustment and well being. 

The role of subcultural and conventional involvement is explored 
in greater detail in Chapter 5. ‘The attempt is made to account for 
observed effects in terms of the level of structural development of the 
gay community and to Aes cni ves more specifically, the combination of 
features composing the gay marginal situation. 

Chapter 6 summarizes the findings of the study and offers some 


Suggestions for further consideration. 
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Chapter I Footnotes 


Le 


To the extent that the behavioral and attitudinal responses of 
Bay people are a product of intrapsychic processes there may be 
some basis for uncritical cross-cultural generalization. However, 
to the degree that one assumes that these responses reflect the 
particular socio-cultural context in which the individual finds 
himself, such generalization becomes increasingly suspect unless 
grounded to empirical research. 


While there are similarities between American and Canadian societies, 
there are also differences in the situation which faces the homosexual 
in the two countries; for example, the differing legal status of homo- 
sexual acts in Canada and many American jurisdictions; the varying 
degree of social and political organization manifest by the gay 
communities in the two countries; differences in demographic character- 
istics of the population, in police attitudes and Practices. and in 
recent history. (The Canadian gay population largely escaped the 
turmoil visited upon its American counterpart by the close associa~ 
tion between homosexuality and heresy apparent in the United States 
during the early 1950's). 


These differences, as well as others, lead to the suggestion that 
caution must be taken when generalizing from one soctety to the 
other and point to the necessity for separate examination of the 
Canadian situation. 


With regard to definitions two cautions mentioned by Churchill (1967) 
should be kept in mind: first, that definitions of the "homosexual" 
are essentially arbitrary in nature, with different people stressing 
different elements, and second, that the term "homosexual" is both 
noun and adjective, and that indiscriminate use of the term as a 
noun often "encourages generalizations that usually cannot be sub- 
stantiated by reality". While not limiting its use here to that of 
an adjective, its use as a noun is not meant to imply reference to 
either a particular personality type or to a specific pattern of 
role behavior, other than in the sense defined above. 


The term gay however, does carry certain political connotations, 
implying in part an acceptance of one's sexual ortentation and of 

a way of life, which while based on sexual preference, transcends 
the physical. For example, Dank (1971) distinguishes between the 
acquisition of a homosexual identity - the awareness that one possesses 
a particular sexual orientation - and the acquisition of a gay 
identity - characterized by the acceptance of one's affectional 
preferences and a movement into a community of like minded others. 
While there is a difference between being gay and being homosexual, 
the exact nature of these differences have not been as yet clearly 
defined by homophile spokespersons, 


As employed here the term gay does not imply either an acceptance 
of one's sexuality or an involvement in a particular life style, 
but is used primarily as a substitute for the word homosexual. 
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Its use, however, does reflect an underlying perspective which 
sees sexual orientation as a group phenomena, as opposed to an 
individual activity, and as a categorization with potential 

for certain, as yet undefined and unrealized, courses of action. 


Time (Feb. 3, 1975:49) writes, "In the past few years the 'love 


that dare not speak its name’ has become one of the compulsive 
chatterboxes of the New York Stage." The increase in the pro- 
fessional literature has been equally noticeable. Weinberg and Bell 
(1972) list over 1200 titles in their bibliography. These works 
span a broad range of perspectives and include analytically oriented 
works in the medical-psychiatric tradition (Bieber et. ale, 1962), 
sociological surveys and analysis (Weinberg and Williams, 1974; 
Humphrey 1972), and psychological assessments (Freedman, 1972). 

In addition a number of autobiographical studies (Murphy, 1972) 
have appeared, as well as a growing series of gay-oriented 
magazines and newspapers. 


For example, Sagarin (1973) suggests that one should separate 

the desirability of a cure from discussion of the conditions under 
which such changes in sexual orientation can and do ceturs similarly, 
one should recognize that the misuse of a concept, ,here "sickness'! 
for political purposes is not an arguement against its scientific 
validity, just as "the fact that a kid gets beaten up as he shouts, 
"Gay is good,” doés not mean that gay is good, although it may well 
mean that anti-gay is bad." 


Although Sagarin raises his polemic concerns from a stance opposite 
to that taken here, his view being that the problem lies with those 
who "advocate" for the rights of gay people, his SENSLELVILY sto the 
role of ideologues is worthy of note, despite its misdirection. 


Sagarin (1973:10) has written that it may be that: 
there is no such thing as a homosexual, for such a 
Concept ssa reification, an artiticially created 
entity that has no basis in reality. What exists 
are people with erotic desires for their own sex, 
or who engage in sexual activities with the same 
sex, others or both. ‘The desires constitute 
feeling, the acts constitute doing, but neither 


is being. 


It goes without saying that the same applies or should apply to 
heterosexuals or to heterosexuality. 
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CHAPTER 2 


MARGINAL MAN THEORY: PERSPECTIVES, 
HYPOTHESES, METHODS 

In its broadest and simplest form marginal man theory states that 
when individuals occupy an intermediate point between two conflicting 
social positions or cultures they will tend to develop a distinctive 
configuration of personality traits. Writings on the marginal man 
are thus of interest to sociologists in that they are concerned with 
thes ‘central coer issue of the relationships between individuals? 
social positions and their behavior. This chapter will provide a brief 
review of marginal man theory and outline hypotheses and areas of concern 


to be explored tin Water chapters. 
EARLY PERSPECTIVES 


Sociological interest in the marginal man was first stimulated by 
Simmel's brief essay on the stranger. In "The Stranger" Simmel sought 
to capture the essence of a particular type of social relationship, one 
characterized by simultaneous nearness and distance, by the quality of 
being in the group but not of it. He writes: 
In spite of being inorganically appendelto it, the 
stranger is yet an organic member of the group..only we do 
na know how to designate the peculiar unity of this position 
other than by saying that it is composed of certain measures 
of nearness and distance. Although some quantities of them 
characterize all relationships, a special proportion and 
reciprocal tension produce the particular, formal relation 
to the “stranger” (Simmel, 1969: 408). 
It remained for Park to give further clarification of this unique 


constellation of social position and individual response in his essay 


"Human Migration and the Marginal Man" (Park 1928). Focusing on patterns 
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of mass migration, Park stressed not only their consequences for the 
collapse of traditional culture and the growth of civilization, but also 
their effects on the individual Caught in this panorama of change. On 

the positive side the individual is emancipated, freed for new adventures, 
becoming in a certain sense and to a certain degree a cosmopolitan, learn- 
ing to "look on the world in which he was born and bred with something of 
the detachment of a stranger": negatively, the individual is "more or 

less left without direction and control", becoming a cultural hybrid 
characterized by "spiritual instability, intensified self-consciousness, 
restlessness and malaise", 

+eea man living and sharing intimately in the cuitural 

life and traditions of two distinct peoples; never quite 

willing to break, even if he were permitted to do so, with 

his past and his traditions, and not quite accepted, because 

of racial prejudice, in the new society in which he now sought 

to find a place. He was a man on the margins of two cultures 

and two societies which never completely interpenetrated and 

fused (Park, 1928:354). 

While enlarging upon Simmel's observations and extending the scope 
of the phenomena referred to by the concept of the sCranger, Paric's 
writings contain ambiguities which are also found in later work. He 
Specifically failed to define the particular social position or situation 
occupied by the marginal man, and tended to confuse the psychological 
consequences of being in a marginal situation or position with a socio- 


logical description of that situation. ! 


Similar confusion can be seen in Stonequist's (1937) work on the 
marginal man. For him, the marginal man is both an individual on the 
periphery of two social groupings or cultures and a particular type of 


personality. 


The individual who through migration, education, marriage, 
or some other influence leaves one social group or culture 
without making a satisfactory adjustment to another finds 
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himself on the margin of each but a member of neither. He 
is a "marginal man." (Stonequist, 1937:2-3). 


The marginal man is one who is poised in psychological 

uncertainty between two or more social worlds; reflecting 

in his soul the discords and harmonies, repulsions and 

attractions of these worlds, one of which is often "dominant" 

over the other (Stonequist, 1937:8). 

Whether the marginal man is seen as an occupant of a particular 
social position or a type of personality, or both, the essence of the 
marginal” situation for -Stonequiste lay) anetherfact of culturalyconflict. 
"Wherever there are cultural transitions and cultural conflicts there 
are marginal personalities." These cultural conflicts are reflected 
in the mind or personality of the individual who has been unwittingly 
initiated into these two conflicting traditions, and are felt to be most 
intense where cultural difference is associated with racial mixture. 
Despite the emphasis which he placed on cultural conflict as a cause 
of psychological marginality, Stonequist recognized that aa all marginal 
situations need involve culture eneticr: For example, in his discussion 
of Black Americans he pointed to the discrepancy between Black aspira- 
tions and White imposed limitations as forming the essence of this particular 
marginal situation (Stoneyuist, 1937: 112). 

Despite difficuities” Stonequist laid the basis tor further analysis 
of marginal situations and the consequences of such situations for their 
individual occupants. His work pointed to common elements in the life 
experiences of disparate groups and attempted to account for these in 
terms of a common matrix of social relations in which these groups found 
themselves. He provided a model for viewing the psychological reactions 
of the individual members of the marginal aggregate to their awareness 


of being in a marginal situation, as well as''sugegesting features of the 
=) 


situation which should magnify the individual's difficulties in adjustment 
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and his tendencies to display characteristics of a marginal personality 
type. For example he suggested that Occupancy of a marginal situation 
is most conducive to psychological turmoil to the degree the dominant 
8roup restricts full social acceptance while pemnitting the transmission 
of a common cultural heritage. “He alsomfelt that the more fully the 
members of the subordinate gSroup had participated within the dominant 
“culture in. the early stages of their life cycle, the greater would be 
their difficulties in adjusting to limitations imposed at a later. date. 


Both are features which are particularly true for gay people. 
SUBSEQUENT WORK ON MARGINALITY 


Following ideas suggested by Stonequist, a number of individuals 
have explored the concept of marginality and its application to a diverse 
range of social groupings, including mentally retarded and ethnic min- 
orities (Affleck, 1966), Jews (Goldberg, 1941: Antonovsky, 1956), the 
Durban Coloureds (Dickie-Clark, 1958, 1966), American Indians (Kerckhof£ 
and McCormick, 1955), adolescents (Mann, 1965; Bamber, 1973) emieranc 
farm workers (Nelkin, 1969), Canadian Indians (Lori, 1974), religious 
minorities (Curtis, 1954), foremen (Wray, 1949), graduate teaching 
assistants (DeMaree, 1971), chiropractors (Wardell, 1952 and ang Lo- 
Indians (Malelu, 1964). Additionally, a number ot critically oriented 
studies have erin (Green, 1947; Golovensky, 1952). 

The basic thrust of most of these studies has been to describe 
the marginat situation of a particular social aggregate and to attempt 
to clarify the relationships intervening between membership in that 
aggregate (the occupancy of the marginal situation) and the appearance 


Ofetisarginal personality wharactenisthics ors trace MPC) In inost cases 


al oF 


: ee 


am ve. | 

f a - - 4 a 

5 f nn 

pay esr a xsd dn 700d, “a th oy eoisnabied © 
Yalincoensq bons ates 40. ; dakar : ; * | ‘ 

, 

7 ~ wean! a4 | beaseagye ar alee ie : : 

nétumeats Conkgahm 6 70. YatHquo re ; | : 

Somat foolgel odavay 09) av4 sls faced 


rt 
a 
; q 


rt: 
0 


Sermat harob 60 aSsho 31. 


> - wd. 
Ce cei sanidasubs Leni 12 Saale gaa 
wed az beens edd eitias? i ; : 
| , iia - i 
j all . i) on 7 
! P sriit ai oels 3! agn3rw i ayo ters ARMAS ’ 
eH#y vidul zs tia rind | 
: Piican J ¢ Poi 3 ht q it {j c se | 4ipni bac iva sd3 io e7 L BON 
i ere)! qui? 3,2 Bit ry i235 1 D2 | 


(3 tava, eid ~ziadd): 10. 428sE63 vices og3 ttl OM g> 
“i bicoow TWHie+tu J pave ens . 
" _ i _ 
toi { od stzaevbbe mi eoktsuoseith a oft 
e868 Aste G 2b Dest i 363! 
3 ¥! uslitey sve \dorde 2szuanoi aa 308 
e > ol i- be ; 
i. ae 
YTTIAGTASAM BO, MAOW Haug, ave 
] tex lupsna? ui bodes gave esob? a nvot Io 
# }mayiyt Brit c ’ me BE aL } 95 = 
i A 
m 10 Je0aKoS. sn) ida eaatle gd 
Se 34 : Ss o9 ae : ? ; avi 
I ' f ti ii ) bie (5: [ eye “wOFa lerooe Yo sgraz 
ota Se? oo 7 = ep . ; ‘ae 
' a —, ee | 
’ i i ead! 4 swat , (eek i : Joolt) eS LS hae 
ou na! ms 
7 7 4 ft 
} . (a0; a: re(D-gtaoMi) abowolo? is aus 
Tr 2 a) Lh b 4 : j <i P c P . | 
rte, : a oe o£ 
} 2501 ane) 2tnosedlobs ,CabCL ,AgkarseDoe De 
Sib iy! - ~% ‘ ‘ ios t d - ‘8 uy ~* 
7 
7 7 » my ee 
‘ } } i ~ Et irs BAC tal hy | , ae nee 
‘Wed bias .lw eee ) wl) mmiboediw (20% t ,otate ys ea 18. 
orkianes Slwiweig .% py <<Go Wt) ame tor Hees pis: as “ 
- of 
aviendaA bas tees ,! isivyeW) erogne7o wiition .CAVEL oorattell) 1 


ere | 


bssnetio Yilegiziso 40 2 sulemset | a 9S ar el . (has san 
moe: 
. * 


i : 
7 adiaaaeb Gfineed ecil 2ehtuse sees 10 Aen le. 30073 ait tha ef 


w£S201 , yaetevol: ) pl a¥l ~ asst n) mere re 


» 1) 

gym dae 69, fit SAag¢sys igisa: teTupisina 2 3 

_ SS , 7 a v 

jaa HL gitena ican naow sed gatas tnd’ 
ae a oT Tas : > 


» im eae ald 
7 

in (O49 Ls ) 2d.9 is 

Vi 


18 


the major emphasis has been upon the psychological aspects of the 
perspective, the deve lopment of MPC, rather than upon the marginal 
Situation itself and its overall ettects on individuals. 

In general, the results ot work on marginal man theory have 
Supported the outlines suggested by Stonequist, namely, that individuals 
do differ in the degree to which they manitest traits of psychological 
marginality and that these variations bear a consistent, if at times 
small, relationship with two major variables, namely the individuals 
patterns of identification with the different cultures or social group- 
ings comprising the marginal situation, and the individual's perceptions 
of the barriers he encounters from the dominant culture or social group- 
ing in attempting to reach his objectives. 

Despite the interest shown in the concept of marginality, the 
theory of the marginal man has not generated an integrated highly 
remarkable set of research findings. In part this may reflect the focus 
that has been given to the examination of MPC and the subsequent neglect 
of the marginal situation. In so far as the term marginality is intuitively 
understood by many people, it can, and has been applied to groups and 
situations without a clear delineation of what is meant by marginal in 
this specific situation or in general and without clarifying the manner 
ox degree to which the group involved is in a marginal situation. Con- 
sequently the range of marginal situatiorsand marginal individuals has 
been extended to such an extent that the concept loses all specificity, 
leaving one with a search for a non-marginal group or aggregate (Howard, 


1974: Kieth-Spiegel, 1973). 
COMPONENTS OF MARGINAL MAN THEORY 


Ti Wareinelsman theory 15 to be of relevance to the understanding 
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of a diverse range of phenomena one must know what is meant by the 


term marginal, whether applied to situations or to individuals. This 


requires a distinction among the major elements included in the theory, 


namely: 
Te the marginal situation: the objective conditions of a 
group or aggregate; the group-related situation or condition 
in which all members of a social category find themselves due 
to their membership in that category. 
2 the marginal personality: the appearance of certain personality 
traits among individuals who are found in a marginal situation. 
3. the individual's subjective view of the situation: that is, 


the individual's perception of the situation in which he 


finds himself. 
The Marginal Situation 


A review of the literature suggests that the term marginality has 
been employed with at least two major and closely related emphasis in 
mind. The first stresses the physical aspects of the marginal situation, 
that is, margingl in the sense of being peripheral to a given social 
network, being on the margins of a given group or social structure. This 
implication can be seen in the work of Bamber (1373). Mann) 9605) and 
Lewin (1959) with respect to adolescents, Affleck (1966) in her discussion 
of the mentally retarded and ethnic minorities, and Nelkin (1969) in 
her examination of migrant farm workers. 

The second major emphasis in discussions of marginality has centered | 
around the idea of cultural conflict, specifically, the manifestation of 


group or cultural conflict as psychological conflict within the mind of 
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the individual. Stonequist, for example, speaks of the individual 
as poised "in psychological uncertainty" between conflicting value 
systems: Mann (1958) defines the marginal situation as the coexistence 
of a want and a denial of that want: Kerckhoff and McCormick (1955) 
suggest that marginal statuses are those in which the individual is 
subjected to forces to identify with both the dominant and subordinate 
groups, while marginal men are those who use a non-membership group as 
a reference group .3 

There exists general consensus that patterns of peripheral 
participation (exclusion from social networks) and identification with 
conflicting cultural values are important aspects to the analysis of 
marginal situations. While the existence of barriers to acceptance and 
the presence of conflicting identifications may be usually present in 
marginal situations; and while they may be necessary conditions for the 
appearance of MPC, they do not define the marginal situation as such. 
As mentioned earlier, however, most definitions of the marginal situation 
have tended to include either patterns of exclusion from group relations 
or patterns of conflicting identifications, or both, thus including the 
consequences of being in a marginal situation with the objective definition 
of that situation. The major exception to this pattern has been Dickie- 
Clark (1966) who has attempted to separate the marginal situation as 
sociological phenomenon from consideration of its psychological concomitants. 
He suggests that all marginal situations have in common an elementiot 
hierarchical ranking (this applies whether one is speaking of two roles, 
two cultures, or two societies). The particular features which make 


hierarchical situations marginal lie in the nature of or existence of 


inconsistencies among elements comprising tne heitrarchy.-" That’ ws, 
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if all marginal situations are hierarchical ONESeee, 

then whatever it is that makes a situation marginal 

lies in consistencies between rankings. Where these 

occur, marginal situations must result. So marginal 

situations can be defined as those hierarchical 

Situations in which there is any inconsistency in 

the ranking of an individual or Siratum,, -in .any sof 

the matters falling within the scope of the hierarchy. 

Whether a situation is marginal or not in this sense 

can only be determined empirically in each case by 

looking at ali matters regulated by the hierarchy to 

see if there is any inconsistency among them. (Dickie- 

Clark, 1966 b:39)4 

A similar focus on inconsistency was expressed by Hughes (1949) 
in his discussions of marginality. He Suggests that the essence of 
marginal situations lay in the objective contradiction among status 
attributes simultaneously presented by the individual. In so far as 
contradictory statuses imply incompatible normative expectations 
(regarding beliefs, attitudes or behaviors), and to the extent that 
the individual is aware of his "status dilemma" he is apt to experience 
confusion with respect to his social identity and display Signs of inner 
turmoil or dissonance as one possible consequence of being in the marginal 
Situation. The situation, however, is defined not by its effects but by 
the possession of the inconsistent statuses. Marginal situations are 
those situations within which individuals are potentially confronted 
with incompatible normative expectations of belief, attitude and behavior 
as a consequence of their simultaneous occupancy of two contradictory 
(differently evaluated)statuses. 
Marginal situations refer to one form of secial situation character- 

ized by sociological ambivalence. Merton and Barber (1963) define 
sociological ambivalence as ambivalence experienced by individuals or 


brought to their exposure "not because of their idiosyncratic history 


or their distinctive personality but because the ambivalence is inherent 
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in the positions they occupy."' A review of the literature would suggest 


that of the six forms of sociological ambivalence they identify the 
concept of marginality has been applied to three of them, namely, am- 
bivalence among individuals who have lived in two or more societies and 
so have become oriented to differing sets of cultural values (Park, 1923 
Stonequist, 1937) ambivalence involved in a conflict of statuses within 
an individual status set (Hughes, 1949), and ambivalence arising from 
the discrepancy between individual's desires for major cultural values 
and their anticipation of achieving their desires (Affleck, 1966). ‘The 
range of phenomena to which the label marginal situation can be applied 
is, therefore, quite large, varying from transitory inconsistencies of 
limited scope, for example, DeMaree's graduate students, 2 relatively 
permanent situations affecting large numbers of people in many ways, 

as in the case of oppressed minorities. © These situations have, however, 
in common an ambiguity and inconsistency resident in the particular 
status constellations presented by individuals occupying the situation, 
an inconsistency which, as one of its consequences, contributes to the 


development of psychological dis-ease among individuals involved. 
Marginal Personality Characteristics 


Marginal man theory states that the occupancy of a marginal sit- 
lation tends to give rise, under certain intervening conditions, to a 
predictable pattern of psychological responses (MPC). From the work of 


Park (1928, Stonequist (1937) and others Kerckhoff and McCommick (1955) 


have drawn a composite personality profile of the marginal man. Individuals 


familiar with the literature on homosexuality will notice points of 


similarity between their description of marginal individuals and the 
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personality traits said to be frequent among gay populations. 


The marginal man is said to be characterized 
by serious doubts about his place in any social 
situation. He is unsure of his relationships with 
friends and acquaintances and is fearful of rej- 
ection. This fear of rejection leads him to avoid 
many Situations. He often wants to take part in 
activities; or attempt) to do various: things. but is 
stopped by fear of failure or rejection. This am- 
bivalence is also seen in characteristic sudden shifts 
in mood and an inability to make up his mind to act 
decisively. 


He is painfully self-conscious in the presence of 
other people. He feels inadequate and is convin- 
ced that others can do things much better than he. 
He thus feels lonely and isolated most of the time 
and wishes he were more adequate and skillful. His 
apathy and impotence are reflected in frequent day- 
dreams. 


His hypersensitivity is seen in his excessive worry 
about the future. He is characteristically apprehensive 
about any new venture, and seems to be trying to find 
causes for being unhappy. He sees life as simply a 
bad experience. Things often seem to go wrong no matter 
what he does, and he finds it difficult to enjoy himself. 
Closely related to this general gloominess and ambivalence 
mentioned above is a restless feeling that gnaws at him. 
He feels he should be doing something about his unhappy 
Situation, but finds it difficult to know what to do, 


All of the above leads him to be highly critical 

of other people and to feel that others treat him un- 

justly. Most people are seen as unreliable and often 

antagonistic. They do not appreciate his better points 

and seem anxious to find fault with him (Kerckhoff and 

McCormick, 1955:52). 
These characteristics should be seen as occuring in degrees, rather than 
all or none fashion, with individuals varying in the extent to which their 
behavioral and attitudinai responses reveal evidence of marginal personal- 
dtyi characteristics. dhe degree ro which individuals manifest MPC is seen 
as a consequence of their perceptions of the marginal situation, particularly 


their assessment of the reactions of others oMeleas ism, 142 wes was 


perceptions and subjective evaluations which comprise the third element in 
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marginal man theory - the intervening subjective variables which mediate 
between the individual's occupancy of the situation and the development 


of marginal personality characteristics. 
The Individuals Subjective View of the Situation 


Occupancy of a marginal situation by itself is not seen as sufficient 
for the appearance of specific psychological responses. Rather, the 
situation must be defined as such by the individual and responded to by 
him. Two elements which have been identified are the barriers to 
acceptance (his perception of patterns of exclusion) experienced by the 
individual in the marginal situation, and the patterns of identification, 
with different social groups, which the individual holds. These date 
from Stonequist (1937), who, in discussing the life cycle of the marginal 
man pointed to a quiescent period, during which time the individual, 
unaware of his status as occupant of a marginal situation, is unwittingly 
initiated imto two or more moral or cultural traditions. With the later 
experience or awareness of the barriers which exclude him from the 
dominant society (the crisis stage) the individual recognizes his marginal 
dilemma and experiences the clash of conflicting cultural elements on a 
personal level. 

While a number of different operationalizations of these elements 
have been used, they have all sought to provide a measure of the in- 
dividualts identification with, or acceptance of, the value patterns of 
the dominant culture and of the individuai'ts perception of the degree 
to which he feels excluded from full acceptance in that society or from 
the opportunity to achieve the goals it offers. Affleck, for example, 


(1966) sought to explore the subjective dimension by means of a measure 
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of the discrepancy between the individual's desires for major cultural 
goals (occupational, monetary, familial) and his anticipation that he 
would be able to achieve these things. Kerckhoff and McCormick (1955) 
employed a measure of the degree to which their respondents demonstrated 
adherence to white culture patterns, as opposed to Indian cultural values 
as an indicator of identification; barriers were. operationalized in terms 


of the degree to which individuals looked Indian-like in appearance. 
MARGINAL MAN THEORY: A FURTHER EXAMINATION 


Marginal man theory deals with an area of central concern to 
sociology, namely,the effects of social structure on the individual's 
behavioral and psychological functioning. Past research, however, has 
largely been characterized by an over-emphasis on the psychological 
end-states said to characterize the marginal man and by the consequent 
neglect of the marginal situation as a phenomenon worthy of investigation 
in its own right. This is reflected in the fact that it has taken almost 
30 years for the first clear distinction between the marginal situation 
and the subsequent appearance of psychological marginality to appear in 
the literature, a lapse which has added to confusion surrounding the 
theory, by contributing to unnecessary criticism and discussions over 
who constitutes a marginal man, and by blurring the relationship between 
marginality and other sociological concepts. 

A concentration on psychological outcomes has lead to a set of 
research findings which Dickie-Clark (1966:187) finds less than gratifying. 
He writes that while it is possible to characterize individuals as high 


or low on measures of MPC this "psychological marginality has no substantial 
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effects on peoples' attitudes and actions in a number of crucial areas 
of behavior." 

A number of possible explanations for this state of affairs could 
be suggested. For example, the theory could be in error. Alternatively, 
while Stonequist stressed the importance of cultura! conflict in pre- 
disposing the individual towards the development of marginal personality 
characteristics, these dual loyalties, in patterns of cultural identifi- 
cation, have rarely been AGA yecul Thus, while measures of cultural 
identification have been obtained these measures have tended to be of an 
either-or type; that is, the individual by scoring high on one set of 
values (his degree of cultural identification with one society) is by 
the nature of the scale low on identification with the other culture, 
as in the work of Kerckhoff and McCormick (1955) and Affleck (1966). 
It may well be that "situations in which acculturation is involved, might 
well produce the more serious personality maladjustment that Stonequist 
insists upon.!! 

Alternatively it could be suggested that the marginal situation 
may make its presence felt more in terms of specific and concrete attitudes 
and behavioral responses rather than at the level of global personality 
traits. Humphreys' (1970) discussion of the "breastplate of righteousness" 
assumed by some individuals involved in gay sexual encounters provides 
one example of an overt behavioral response largely determined or in- 
fluenced by the specific marginal situation in question. This would suggest 
that in examining the effects of the marginal situation one should look at 
concrete attitudes and behavior patterns as weil as global personality 
characteristics, for it may be at the former sevel that the marginal 


situation has its most meaningful and widespread influence upon individuals 


within it. 
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Not to do so is to overlook the fact that most members of 
marginal aggregates do not display severe signs of personality mal- 
adjustment, but rather appear CO cope with difficult Situations quite 
Wel Lae Past research, by moving from placement in a marginal situation 
to an investigation of subjective influences on the growth of MPC, 
has tended to slight both the more Seneral effects of being in a 
marginal situation and the adaptive capabilities of individuals in 
such situations. 

While the awareness of being in a marginal situation may be a 
ae tiry te experience for the individual, und while all individuals 
found within a particular marginal situation may be subjected to 
Similar stresses and strains only a small minority would appear to 
manifest many of the Symptoms of psychological marginality. This 
points to the fact that most individuals find relatively successful 
means of coping with the strains and conflicts inherent in the marginal 
Situation, and would suggest the importance of examining the adaptive 
Capacities and responses of individuals to placement within a marginal 
Situation. 

4n examination of adaptive responses should include not only an 
investigation of the individual's subjective states, but also his 
patterns of behavioral involvement in the two social groupings which 
comprise the marginal situation. While Park speaks of individuals 
caught between two worlds, a member of nedener, and Stonequist of move- 
ment from one group to another without integration into the latter, and 
while many definitions of marginal situations rely upon the group's 
"marginality", in the sense of peripheralness to and exclusion Erom 


the dominant society, Little attention has been devoted to the response 
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patterns of individuals, and the concomitant etfect of these patterns 
On SieC 

This despite the tact that Stoneyuist (1937) pointed out that when 
an individual tinds himseit in a marginal situation a nunber of responses 
are open to him, inc Luding reintegration with the dominant group, identi- 
fication (and behavioral involvement) with the Event nee group or’ the 
assumption of an intermediary role between the two conflicting cultures, 
A similar List of adaptations or behavioral responses to marginal situa- 
tions has been presented by Hughes (1949).’7 Both Suggest that an individual 
can attempt to cope with the strains created by the marginal situation in 
a number of ways, ways which involve placing greater or lesser emphasis 
On one or the other of their social worlds. The subsequent neglect of 
this feature may reflect the concern with marginal situations in which the 
aggregates involved, the more conventional ethnic and racial minorities, 
Bre more restricted in@the options available to them than are certain other 
Groups, for example, gay people. It perhaps also reflects a general 
tendency to see the marginal aggregate as more homogeneous than, in reality, 
iG is 

From the perspective of an outsider looking in on a particular group 
or situation it may appear that the members are extremely homogeneous ~- 
the differences between them and us Outweighing possible variation among 
them. Research on homosexuality would appear to have definitely taken 
this view. In many cases this image may be erroneous and we should 
recognize that members of marginal aggregates tend to respond or adapt 
differently to placement in a marginal situation. 

As Stated, one form of adaptation open to individuals is to orient 


their life differently in relation to the two most salient groups in their 
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life, namely the conventional or dominant society whose culture they 
share and the marginal aggregate of which they are now members. That ic 
an individual can attempt to cope with the strains and discomfort he 
feels as a Consequence of being in a marginal situation either by attempt 
at integration and Patticipation in the superordinate status structure, 
by integration and participation in the subordinate group, or through 
some combination of both. 

Faced with conflicting normative expectations as a consequence of 
Occupancy of contradictory statuses - and with the poterbigility fora 
confused and ambivalent social identity - the individual may attempt to 
reduce personal discomfort through placing varying emphasis (here seen 
in terms of degrees of participation) on one or other of the statuses 
involved, a fact which gives rise to four hypothetical types of response, 
on a behavioral level, to occupancy of a marginal situation (Figure 2.1). 

Although artificial dichotomies, these modes of adaptation may be 
assumed to be differentially effective in enabling individuals to cope 
with the pressures generated by the marginal situation and thus should be 
variably associated with the appearance of MPC and with other indicies 
of social and personal well being, At minimum they sensitize us to the 
dual affiliationsof the marginal man and provide a framework from which 
to approach and organize data gathered from respondents, 


Participation in 
conventional society 


High Low 
High elites careerists 


Participation in 
gay society Low 


conformists isolates 


Figure 2.1. Behavioral responses to occupancy of a marginal situation 
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HYPOTHESES 


The discussion of marginality suggests a number of general areas 
of concern which will be explored in the following chapters. These include, 
an examination of the circumstances under which individuals found within 
a marginal situation are most apt to develop personality characteristics 
indicative of psychological marginality, an investigation of adaptive 
responses (considered in terms of varieties of social involvement) open 
to marginal man and their relative efficacy in coping with Placement in 
the marginal situation, as well as a general examination of the marginal 
situation as a torce impinging upon its occupants. These areas of concern 


will be looked at in reference to gay people, specifically gay males. 
Marginal Personality Characteristics 


A major focus of marginal man research has involved attempts to 
delimit the empirical relationship between membership in a marginal sit- 
uation and the development of psychological traits said to characterize 
the marginal man. That is, under what circumstances is the ambivalence 
inherent in the individual's social position reflected in the form of 
psychological dis-ease or ambivalence? In seeking answers to this question 
attention has focused both upon the individual's feelings of commitment or 
identification with significant social groups in his life and his per- 
ceptions of barriers which prevent his full participation heal these 
groups. 

In general, it can be hypothesized that - the greater the individual's 


8 


identification with conventional society and the greater his perception 


of barriers to full participation in that society the greater the degree 


to which he will display evidence of NPC.(Uypothesis 1). 
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MPC will be most pronounced in those individuals who identify 
with the larger, conventional society while simultaneously perceiving 
barriers to their full acceptance in that society. It is these in- 
dividuals who will feel most uncertain about the stability of their sign- 
ificant social relationships, an uncertainty which should be reflected 
in their psychological characteristics. 

While both patterns of identification and perception of barriers 
are necessary for the development of MPC the effects of these variables 
can be examined separately. To the extent that the individual in a 
marginal situation accepts the perspectives or values of the larger 
society he should feel more uncomfortable with his own situation and 
with himsele.* Thus it can be hypothesized that the greater the identi- 
fication with conventional society the greater the depree to which the 
individual will show evidence of MPC (Hypothesis la). 

In addition to the patterns of identification one can also examine 
the effects of barriers to acceptance on the development of MPC. The 
existence of barriers provide actual or potential evidence of the mar- 
ginal man's lessened evaluation in the eyes of the larger society and 
call into question the individual's place within the conventional social 
order. Barriers are of two types, those anticipated and those actually 
experienced by the individual. These need not be empirically related in 
that the anticipation of barriers may be sufficient to constrain the 
individual's behavior so that he has rarely, if ever, experienced actual 
discriminatory sanctions directed against him, Both, however, threaten 
the stability of the individual's social position and thus it could be 
(anticipated or experienced) to full acceptance in conventional society 


the greater the evidence of MPC. 
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While both identification with conventional society and the 
perception of barriers should be associated with increased Signs of 
MPC it should not be forgotten that individuals are also involved with 
non-conventional social groups. By shifting his primary allegiance to 
the out-group the individual should be less affected by the possibility 
of rejection from the larger society. It can therefore be suggested 
that the greater the individual's identification with non-conventional 
others, in this case, with the gay community, the less the evidence of 
MPC (Hypothesis 2). 

While recognizing the significance of exclusion from social graups 
as basic to an understanding of the psychological situation of the marginal 
man, Stonequist (1937) suggested that this unceteainty is nee severely 
experienced by the individual in situations where cont lietine cultural 
prescriptions also exist. As Dickie-Clark (1966b) has pointed out most 
examinations of marginal situations have failed, however, to look at 
cultural conflicts, focusing instead upon identification with and exclusion 
from the dominant social group. Assuming Stonequist is correct it can 


be hypothesized that the greatest evidence of MPC will be found in those 


individuals who identify with both the conventional and non-conventional 


social groups simultaneously (Hypothesis 3). 
Social Participation 


While attention has focused upon the individual's subjective view 
of his situation in accounts of the development of MPC, relatively little 
attention has been given to patterns of social involvement as variables 
intervening between occupancy of a marginal situation and consequent 


attitudinal responses. It is assumed that these patterns of social parti- 
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cipation represent attempts to cope with the tensions engendered by 
occupancy of a marginal situation: as well it can be assumed that they 
are differentially effective in achieving their goal. To the extent that 
this is true they may be seen as significant influences affecting . 
individuals’ attitudes towards the self and other social objects, That 
is, varying patterns of social involvement with both conventional and 
non-conventional subculture can be seen as having differential effect 
on the appearance of MPC as well as influencing the individual's overall 
level of adjustment and the pattern of attitudes he holds towards sign- 
ificant objects in his environement. 

The role of participation within the gay community has been the 
subject of some discussion. Autobiographical accounts and the writings 
of gay activist spokespersons have stressed the importance of sub-cultural 
involvement in providing the individual with the ideological and social 
Supports necessary to neutralize the negative evaluations of the larger 
society. By means of participation with like others the individual 
not only acquires a more positive sense of identity but is able to ground 
that identity in a network of social others, thus minimizing the un- 
certainty engendered by the marginal situation (Dank, 1971). Om the other 
hand, individuals who fail to make this transition - who center their 
lives within the dominant heterosexual society - remain in positions of 
continued social uncertainty and ambiguity, which should be reflected in 
their psychological characteristics. Assuming this characterization is 
correct, it is reasonable to suggest as hypothesis 4 that both involvement 
with conventional and non-conventional society will be significantly 


associated with the development of NPC, but in an opposing manner, that is 
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(hypothesis 4a), the greater the involvement with conventional society 
the preater the depree of MPC: and (hypothesis 4b), the preater the 


involvement with non-conventional society the less the evidence of MPC. 
pe eee ee ON CONVENL TONAL es Ana! evigence of Meu 


The positive influences of gay community life have not gone un- 
challenged. A number of writers see the gay world as a relatively 
barren environment oriented around a limited range of activities - primarily 
recreational and sexual - which fail to provide a rounded and balanced 
field of support for the individual. Weinberg and Williams (1974) suggest 
that while a minimum of subculture participation is necessary for personal 
adjustment, increasing participation will have little further effect upon 
adjustment. Myrick (1974) feels that to the extent that gay community 
involvement interferes with participation in conventional apes and the 
rewards it offers, it is conducive to maladjustment. Thus, while parti- 
cipation within a "deviant" social network may provide the individual with 
a clear-cut image of his place in society it does so at possible costs in 
terms of personal happiness and adjustment. Similarly, while involvement 
with conventional social networks may expose the individual to increased 
risk of social insecurity it also provides access to reinforcements highly 
valued by the individual and is therefore conducive to overall adjustment. 
In the chapters to follow attempts will be made to explore more fully the 
effects of participation patterns within gay and conventional society, 
specifically the relationship between forms of participation and social 


and personal adjustment. 


In addition to examining the relationship between social participation 
and MPC and adjustment, attempts will be made to describe more fully the 
marginal situation and its effects on individual members of the marginal 


aggregate. In part this will include an cxamination of the frequency and 
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distribution of lminority-groups traits" found among gay males. In his 
classic work on prejudice Allport (1954) suggested that all persecuted 
groups reveal a pattern of defensive responses to their situation, what he 
termed) traits*due to victimization. “In an article published shortly after, 
Hooker (1956) sought to relate some of the characteristic behavior patterns 
of male homosexuals to the patterns of discrimination and hostility found 
within the larger society. It is proposed here to examine the frequency 
opetheses''teraiteydte "to victimization," as one example acute more concrete 
manifestations of the effects of the marginal situation and to see how 


they vary among homosexuals differentially involved with conventional and 


non-conventional soctal structures. 
METHODOLOGY 


This dissertation aims to test specific hypotheses concerning 
the development of MPC in a sample of gay males and to explore the 
nature of the marginal situation in which gay males find themselves. 
These goals, while complimentary, are not equally reachable by means 
of the same methodological approach, and thus dual strategies were 
employed in the data gathering. For the more structured questions, data 
was obtained by means of self-administered questionnaires: for an overall 
picture of the marginal situation information was obtained through field- 
work techniques. The simultaneous use of survey and observational 


9 In this study 


methodologies can be seen as mutually advantageous. 
fieldwork activities were of particular value, in addition to the data 


they provided, in reassuring respondents about the nature of the invest- 


igation and encouraging them to complete the questionnaire. 
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The fieldwork consisted of extensive contact with members of the 
Edmonton, Alberta gay comnunity over a period of approximately six months. 
Attempts were made to participate, unobtrusively, within as wide a 
range of activities as possible. At no point was there an attempt to 
disguise the fact that I was a sociology student working on a doctoral 
dissertation focusing on the gay community. In addition to informal 
contacts two gay conferences were attended, one a regional Prairie meeting 
held in Edmonton in eee Nema the other a National Gay Rights Conference 
held in Ottawa from June 29 - July l, oT Seu 

Survey data were collected by means of a self-administered pre- 
tested questionnaire (see Appendix 1). The questionnaire was left for 
pick-up at three locations within the gay community in Edmonton. Others 


were distributed individually and people were encouraged to pass copies 


along to friends and acquaintances. 


Composition of the Questionnaire 


The final version of the questionnaire consisted of a humdred 
items designed to provide data on the major variables under consideration. 
Wherever possible the specific scales used to operationalize the major 
concepts were drawn from the existing literature, with an aim towards 
maximizing reliability, validity and brevity. The use of existing 
indicies, in addition to simplifying the work involved, also increases 
the possibility that meaningful comparisons can be drawn with existing 
workednethestieldemsbrior. toe final distribution the questionnaire was 


pre-tested and modifications made in response to comments from respondents. 
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Specific Scales* 


1. Involvement with heterosexual and homosexual society 

The objective of both measures of social participation was to 
capture the degree to which the individual was involved in regularized 
ties with both conventional and non-conventional social structures. No 
assumption was made as the importance of specific acts or types of 
participation for the individuals involved; nor is it assumed that the 
measures of involvement represent a unidimensional construct, in that 
available evidence suggests that intercorrelations among types of social 
participation are relatively low (Teele, 1962). 

Involvement with conventional (heterosexual) Paine cee opera- 
tionalized by means of a nine item scale modelled after Teele (1962), 
and designed to tap participation in voluntary organizations, church 
attendance, and involvement with relatives and heterosexual friends. 
(trems 730.9, 10,18) 12.13), 14,20a). 

Involvement with gay society was measured by means of an eleven 
item scale designed to tap involvement in diverse aspects of the gay 
community, for example, friendship patterns, membership in homophile 
organizations, attendance at gay bars, and reading of gay literature. 


(teens 159165175189 192205.21522 23,24, 100). 
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* The numbers following the scale name indicate the items of the questionnaire 
See Appendix 1 for a copy of the questionnaire. 
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used in composing that scale. 
A measure of internal consistency was obtained using 
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23 Marginal Personality Characteristics 

MPC was operationalized as the individual's score on Mannts 
Revised M Scale (Mann, 1958; Dickie-Clark, 1966), a fourteen item 
cumulative scale (reproductibility = .95). This scale, similar to 
others in the literature is based upon Kerckhoff's (Kerckhoff and 
McCormick, 1956) work in operationalizing Stonequist's impressionistic 
writings on the marginal man. It was chosen over alternative forms 
(Affleck, 1966: Bamber, 1973) due to its greater brevity and reliability. 


(irensevG, 29, 20s¢ 510535) 36,°57), 136) 665 69-680 ele 85 )5 


ie Identification with Conventional and Non-conventional Society 

Identification with conventional society was operationalized 
by means of the individual's acceptance of stereotypic attitudes towards 
homosexuals (Steffensmeier and Steffensmeier, 1974). Acceptance of 
stereotypic attitudes was seen as one measure of the degree to which 
the individual views his situation and himself in terms of evaluative 

: iD 

frameworks provided by the dominant society (27, 82). 

A measure of identification with non-conventional society was 
obtained using Hammersmith and Weinberg's (1973) “commitment to a homo- 


sexual identity" scale (54,44: 4 =.82). 


4. Barriers to Acceptance 
Experienced barriers to acceptance have been operationalized as 
the individual's score on an eight item "rejection scale" adapted from 
Pariro? warren and Moreione (Cl074)" (51 -5an08, 64765 43.4 4.socm ay). 
Anticipated barriers to acceptance were operationalized as the 


individual's score on a three item rejection scale derived from the work 
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5. Psychological Adjustment 


Adjustment is a broad, multidimensional concept. For the purpose 
of this study attention has been focused upon the psychological aspects 
of adjustment, more specifically on the degree to which the individual 
esteems or accepts himself. Adjustment has, therefore, been operational- 
ized using Rosenberg's "Self-Esteem Scale." (Rosenberg, 1965: Weinberg, 
E970; (293285 34,40041 67 70571, 79: ad =,81). 

According to Rosenberg (1965:31), high self-esteem scores in- 
dicate that: 

eeethe individual respects himself, considers himself worthy; 

he does not necessarily consider himself better than others; 

but he definitely does not consider himself worse; he does 

not feel that he is the ultimate in perfection, but, on the 

contrary, recognizes his limitations and expects to grow and 

improve. 

Low self-esteem, on the other hand, implies self-rejection, 
self-dissatisfaction, self-contempt. The individual lacks 
respect for the self he observes. The self picture is dis- 
agreeable, and he wishes it were otherwise. 

The utilization of a measure of self-esteem or self-acceptance as an 
indicator of general psychological adjustment is justifiable: on the 


basis of the central role attributed to self-concept in both the 


psychological and sociological literature. 


6. Miscellaneous Items 

In addition to the above measures the questionnaire contains 
items desig ned to provide data on demographic and socio-economic 
characteristics (2,3,4,5,6,95,96,97,98), sexual orientation (94), 
disclosure of sexual orientation (Myrick, 1974; Weinberg and Williams, 
1974)(63), self-stability (84,85,86), alienation (Middleton,1963) 
(48,49,50,75,76) and the frequency of different types of minority 


group reactions (traits due to victimization). 
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Limitations 

Both the nature of the population under study and the time 
constraints of dissertation research encourage fade Ps of annonymous 
self-report questionnaires as the major means of data pathering. It 
is recognized, however, that this type of methodology places certain 
limitations on the type of data available for analysis. 

While survey research is a convenient way in which to gather 
information concerning many aspects of the present state of the pop- 
‘ulation, the data obtained provide but limited insight into the nature 
of the temporal and/or causal processes involved in handling gay life 
styles. Thus, the sequences of events implied in later chapters must 
be seen as largely assumed rather than resting upon detailed examination 
of life histories as revealed through in-depth interviews. 

Additionally, a reliance upon complex and relatively long written 
questionnaires increases the possibility of altenating segments of the 
total population and leaving a sample biased in terms of individuals of 
higher socio-economic status. Furthermore, the self-selected nature 
of the sample raises the probability that the sample is over-represented 
with individuals more involved within the gay community and more accepting 
of and comfortable with their sexual orientation. While attempts were 
made to obtain a sample of respondents representative of the larger 
population it is recognized that the final sample falls short of this 
goal to an unknown degree. For further information on the difficulties 
involved in research with gay populations the reader is referred to work 


by Hooker (in Faberow, 1963) and Warren (1972, LOT). 
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Chapter 2 Footnotes 


Two meanings of the tern marginal are apparent in Park's writings, 
a psychological one, in which the marginal man is marginal in that 
he carries within him two conflicting cultural systems, and a 
sociological one, in which the term marginal situation refers to a 
social position midway between two clearly defined social positions. 
or cultures. 


A number of criticisms have been leveled at Stoneyuist's work, 
criticisms which in large part retlect his failure to clearly 
differentiate the marginal situation from the consequences of that 
situation. For example, Coldberg (1941) argued that the Jews 
were not a marginal group, as suggested by both Park and Stonequist, 
in that they had developed a ‘marginal culture! which served to 
protect them from the marginal Situation, and thus, did not display 
the characteristics assumed to be associated with the marginal man. 
On a different level Green (1947) has attacked the Cireulacvtey n= 
herent in notions of culture conflict. For a comprehensive review 
of marginal man theory see Dickie-Clark (1966b). 


A third usage of the term marginal is also found in the literature 
namely, the idea of marginal social roles. For example, Guber (1940) 
speaks of marginal individuals as those occupying a peripheral role, 
i.e. one between any two differentiated and largely exclusive in- 
Stitutions, cultures, complexes, or other cultural systems. Wray 
(1949) in his discussion of the rote of foreman, suggests that the 
existence of cross pressures makes the role a decidedly marginal one; 
Wardell (1952) feels that the role of chiropractor is marginal in 
that it is peripheral to the well institutionalized role of doctors 
In this case the marginality or ambiguity is built into the social 
role of chiropractor, rather than being a function of conflict between 


two social roles or cultural systems as is the case with most other work. 


If one assumes that the elements regulated by a hierarchy fail into 
two broad areas, social acceptance and status placement within the 
dominant society and cultural similarity (cultural values) with the 
dominant group, one can conceive of a number of basic types of incon- 
Sistency or types of marginal situation. For example, those in which 
inconsistencies exist between different degrees of social acceptance 
and status for different matters, or those in which there are ditferent 
rankings in terms of cultural similarity, or finally inconsistencies 
between elements of similarity cultural and social acceptance. The 
latter case is the most conmon type of marginal situation discussed 
in the Literature and the one applicable to the situation of most 
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Merton and Barber, (1963:96) distinguish the following forms of 
sociological ambivalence: 


1. in its most restricted Sense, sociological ambivalence refers to 


conflicting normative expectations socially defined for a particular 


social role associated with a Single social SCALUS  ise., intra 
role conflict, 


2. ambivalence involved in a conflict of Statuses within an individual'ts¢ 


status-set. 

3. conflict among several roles associated with a particular status, 
i.e., inter-role conflict. 

4. contradictory cultural values held by members of a society. 

5. the disjunction between culturally prescribed aspirations and 
socially structured avenues for realizing these aspirations. 


6. ambivalence among individuals who have lived in two Or mOre societies 


and so have become oriented to differing sets of cultural values, 
to which is closely related the ambivalence of people who accept 
certain values held by groups of which they are not MEMVELS. ti. c'., 
the ambivatence of non-membership reterence BLOUPeSietarvons > 


Dickie-Clark (1966b) suggests that marginal situations vary along 
a number of dimensions including the scope or range of matters 
affected by the Situation, the criteria (ascribed achieved) for 
membership, the duration of the Situation, and the nature of the 
particular inconsistency in question. 


Hughes (1949) suggests that: 


1. All such persons could give up the struggle by retiring into 
the status with which they are most stubbornly identified with 
by society. 

2. One of the statuses could disappear. 

3. Persons of marginal position might individually resign from the 
Status which interteres with their other status aims. 

4. One or both ot the statuses might, without disappearing, be so 
broadened and reaefined as to reduce the inner diiemma and the 
outward contradiction, 

3. The social system may be elaborated to include a marginal group 
as an additional category of persons with their own identity 
and defined position. 


Figure 2.1 outlines four possible ways in which marginal individuals 
in this case gay males, can relate to their oe social 
worlds in terms of participation with each. The specific terms 
"elite" and “careerist" were taken from Wareen's (1972) study of 

@ay community. While it is recognized that this division ot 

< . : = . - 2 ~ 

gay populations is somewhat artiticlal and highly oversimplified 

it is felt that it does point towards significant variations and 
iseuser ules a “starting point for analysis. 
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Marshall et. al. (1975) suggest that a dual approach serves to 
increase confidence in data obtained by the alternative method, 
enhances completness of the data and aids in monitering the data 
data collection process. Similarly, Sieber (1973) points out that 
a combined approach provides reciprocal benefits in the areas of 
Study design and data collection and analysis. 


The regional conference was attended by delegates representing 
activist groups from Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba. It 
sought to provide a forum for the sharing of experiences among 
Prairie gays. The National Conference involved representatives 
from gay organizations across Canada and was primarily focused upon 
the establishment of a National Gay Rights Coalition, as an organ- 
izing body to coordinate the struggle for gay civil rights. Travel 
funds to attend this conference were provided by the Canada Council. 


An additional measure of identification with conventional society, 
Comrey's "Acceptance of the Social Order" was also included in the 
questionnaire and will be referred to in the data analysis. 
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CHAPTER 3 


THE MARGINAL SITUATION OF THE GAY MALE 


Previous chapters have provided an {ntroduction to the nature 
of research on homosexuality and marginality and presented certain 
hypotheses and areas of concern which will be explored in Chapters 4 
and 5. It has been suggested that our understanding of homosexuality 
and gay life styles will be best advanced if we focus not on the 
ditferences which supposedly mark of£ the homosexual from the non- 
gay person, but rather on the points of similarity which gay pgople 
share with other members of the society. Central to an understanding of 
homosexuality is the realization that gay people constitute an oppressed 
minority in present day society - that they are occupants of a marginal 
situation - and that the behavioral and attitudinal responses supposedly 
due to gay culture or homosexual personality fPraite are 1p fact a rellecr— 
jon of and a response to societal oppression and persecution. 

Chapter 3 presents an introduction to the social situation facing 
gay minorities, outlining some of the forms that societal oppression 
can and does take, and identifying the more salient features of the 
gay marginal situation. The intent is not to provide a detailed document- 
ation of specific cases but rather to offer examples illustrative of the 
nature of the direitculties potentially confronting gay people. As well 


an outline of the public institutional arrangements found within the gay 


conmunity in Edmonton is presented. 
GAY oar OCCUPANTS OF A MARG INAL SL TUATLION 


As stated in Chapter Le, homosexuality as an area of study has 
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most often been approached from a medical or psychiatric perspective 


emphasizing pathological personality development. More recently there 

has been an increasing focus on the interpersonal aspects of the situation 
and an attempt to relate the Study of homosexuality and gay life styles 

to the broader societal framework implicit in studies of minorities in 
general. Ironically, among the first to do so were not sociologists 
trained in intergroup relations, but rather a gay spokesman and a 
psychologist (Cory, 1951; Hooker, 1956). It was Hooker, for example, 

who suggested that such psychological traits as in-group hatred, passivity, 
and dependence should best be seen, not as part of a homosexual personality 
Syndrome, but rather as a consequence of the oppressive social situation 
in which gays find themselves, a situation comparable in some ways to 

that faced by Blacks, Native Indians or other devalued minorities, 

While still a minor part of the total output on the topic of homo- 
sexuality, the group relations approach is growing in importance. Recent- 
ly, both Kameny (1971) and Hacker (1971) have depicted the homosexual 
as a member of a minority group. Kameny for one suggests that gays fit 
the criteria of minority group beloningness in that they possess a dis- 
tinguishing minority characteristic, experience prejudicial and discrimin- 
atory treatment on the basis of that characteristic, are reacted to in 
a depersonalized manner (as an aggregate rather than as individuals), 
and as a consequence have tended to develop a distinctive subculture with 
a sense of comnunity and belongingness among members. 

The last point, the degree to which a gay community possessing a 
distinct subculture exists, is debatable. If one sees this characteristic 
as essential to a definition of minority groups it may be preferable to 
speak of gay people as possessing a "minority group status! (ilacker, 1971: 


25) or as occupants of a marginal situation. What is not debatable 
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is the fact that gay people mmprise an aggregate which has experienced, 
and which continues toe xperience,significant social disabilities on 
account of their socio-sexual preferences. All gay people, regardless 
of their overtness, co-exist within an environment which views being 

gay as inconsistent or incompatible with most other statuses they taay 
possess and which reserves the possibility to deny, on the basis of this 
Status, rights and privileges entitled to them given other statuses they 
hold. The two sections which follow review public attitudes towards 
homosexuality and outline patterns of potential exclusion faced by gay 


people as a consequence of their gayness. 
PUBLIC ATTITUDES TOWARDS GAY PEOPLE 


A number of studies suggest that attitudes towards homo-erotic 
activity and gay people are extremely negativel. Simmons (1965, 1969) 
found that homosexuals were Reon eee aly mentioned than any other 
category in openended responses to the questions "Who is deviant?"”, 
and that the most frequent traits characterizing such individuals included: 
sexually abnormal, perverted, mentally ill, maladjusted, and effeminate. 
Steffenmeier and Steffenmeier(1974) found that 88 percent of their 
respondents characterized male homosexuals as sick, while 61 percent 
saw them as dangerous. In a social distance rating of outsider groups 
gay males ranked 39th, exceed in undesirability only by lesbians and 
Nazis (Keith-Spiegel, 1973: 571), a finding similar to that obtained 
by Simmons (1969). Levitt and Klassen (1974) report that nearly 50 
percent of their sample believed that "homosexuality, as a corruption 


of society, can cause the downfall of a civilization", while 83 percent 


agreed with the statement that homosexuality is obscene and vulgar. 
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Canadian data are somewhat more difficult to find. Mann (1971) 
reports that 24 percent of a York University sample feel that homo- 
sexuality is inherently wrong, sinful, and physically harmful (if 
engaged in frequently), with another 27percent regarding it as not a good 
idea. In a study of preferred legal sanctions Boydell and Grindstaff 
(1972) found that 40% of their respondents advocated some legal sanction 
for the performance of a homosexual act, with 15 percent suggesting that 
the most frequent penalty should be a PPErLOdy ing jails 

In addition to attitude surveys, other more impressionistic data 
concerning public views on homosexuality and homosexuals are readily 
available, for example, in mass media presentations, letters to the 
editor, comedy acts in nightclubs, and in the range of potent swear- 
words and insults available in our cuiture. Although negative attitudes 
towards certain acts need not reflect the ultimate reaction the individual 
may face from others for engaging in these acts (Kitsuse, 1962), and 
while the general view of homosexuality may be undergoing a rapid change 
in the direction of increased tolerance (Yankelovich, 1974), the overall 
or prevalent attitude towards homosexual acts and towards people who 
engage in these acts would still appear to be largely negative. 

While the individual gay, or any other individual in possession of 
a devalued trait need not share the negative evaluations of the surround ing 
community, he cannot help but be aware of them, and their implications, He 
presents or could present were his compres Status configuration known 
atleast one significant attribute which could™be used as ahasis: for ex- 


clusion from rights inherent in other statuses he holds. 


PATTERNS OF EXCLUSION 


f by - ‘ © 
While marginal situations are defined by the existence of a shared 
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pattern of contradictorily or inconsistently evaluated attributes, they 
derive their significance for the Individuals involved from the system- 
atic differential treatment these individuals experience as a result 
of holding the particular set of attributes in question, that is, as 
a result of institutionalized patterns of exclusion and oppression. 

These patterns of exclusion may be seen as taking three forms - 
denial of legal rights, denial of occupational security, and denial of 
one's basic humanity. Humphreys in his discussion of the "intolerable 
reality” of gay people refers to these as "legal physical oppression," 
"occupational-financilal oppression," and "ego-destructive oppression," 
respectively. 

These forms of social disenfranchisement are undoubtedly related. 
For example, a denial of civil liberties contributes to occupational 
insecurity while a denial of basie humanity justifies or makes easier 
restrictions on legal rights due all "decent people." For purposes of 
discussion they may be treated as three separate areas in which societal 
attitudes concretely affect the individuals involved. The illustrative 
Material presented is largely anecdotal. This reflects both intent, that 
is, the goal is simply to acquaint people with the nature of the situation, 
and necessity, namely, the fact that Statistical documentation of the 
extent of these difficulties is cava abies Particularly for the Canadian 
case at the present time. Further information on the scope of the problem 
can be obtained from an examination of the major homophile newspapers, for 
example, The Advocate and The Body Politic?, as well as from a few recent 


A ° a = C “) 
Discrimination and Prejudice against Gay People (1972). 
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Denial of Legal Rights 


In his discussion of legal-physical oppression facing gays in 
America, Humphreys points to the existence of legal prohibitions against 
homosexual acts and the subsequent "secondary crimes" which this situation 
may give rise to; for example, blackmail and physical assault. The 
Canadian situation is somewhat different from that found in most 
American jurisdictions in that sexual acts among consenting adults, 
over 21 years, and in private, were removed from the criminal code in 
1969.4 With the ee Beton er the present Immigration Act which is 
under revision there appear to be few, if any, references within the 
criminal law or other legal statutes which single out homosexuals for 
ditferential treatment. 

The legal difficulties faced by gay people tend to involve not 
the presence of discriminatory statutes, but rather the absence of pro- 
tective provisions within the law- sins of omission rather than commiss- 
ion. The absence of the term "sexual orientation" in any of the pro- 
vincial or federal human rights legislation severely limits the gay 
person's ability to combat discriminatory treatment encountered within 
aoeVablety Of Situacaons,. 102 example, housing and employment. 

In the absence of protective legislation courts and other quasi- 
judicial bodies have tended to interpret situations in a manner which 
discriminates against gays. For example, in a recent case’ custody *of 
children was awarded to the father on the grounds that the mother was 
unfit, an unsuitability demonstrated only by her lesbianism (Body 
Politic, Sept/Oct, 1974); similarly, the strict interpretation of prison 


reeulations has meant hardship for gays within prison settings (Body 
oO pa 2S 


and ditficuljties have been encountered by 


Politic, Sept/Oct, 1974) 
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The general position of many governmental leaders would appear to be 
that the public is not ready to protect the rights of gay people. While 
perhaps a correct reading of public opinion, it does suggest a strange 
view of human rights Gegtalaeton: namely, that such Legislation can 

or should only be enacted when no longer necessary.> 

The intent in stating that the major legal obstacle facing gay 
people was not the presence of discriminatory statutes, but rather the 
absence of protective legislation, was not to imply that there exists 
no regulations which adversely atfect gays as a class. These do exists 
additionally, certain statutes are felt by many to be interpreted dif- 
ferentially when dealing with gay people and are thus oppressive in 
nature. 

This involves both the strict enforcement of petty rules and 
regulations, as in the case of ticketing people for jaywalking in front 
of gay clubs or the over-zealous concern for parking infringements in 
similar locales, as well as more the systematic harrassment of gay 
institutions and socio-political groups. These activities would appear 
to represent both indivduat initiative on the part of specific law 
enforcement personnel as well as the informal policy of organized bodies 
within the larger Raya ee The extent to which discriminatory re- 
gulations exist and the degree to which these and other rules, ostensibly 
applicable to all are utilized to control gay people has not as yet been 
adequately documented, although Gays of Ottawa (GO) is presently preparing 


a publication on the matter. 


Denial ef Occupational Security 


The vulnerability engendered by the absence of protective legislation 


ark "sae 
| | : 


“aa wo nati, our wank! f 
oti solneog ‘en to eartgts odd. Joss0% 


agrhise os Jeongus uyb 31 ,normigo aiton 


nan notanieiged doug Jeda 7yPonun iistinletget edigt 
Cl urpeesaam asgrel un now bazaune 34 ao bigod 
¥os gittiad o! sasedo legal Open of Is82 gntisse ad snpaak oft 


agtusni2 y2oiaitinctzroeib ete) gonseexq odd Seki sii 


as Solist sn 


y ey9tde aedi yigel o2 2o7 ecw nvissleigel avisaos3org 20 92 
= 


ejeix 
qieixw vb seat -eeela » 26 €¥0n 399 din wisetsvhs dotdwyemotse 
«Abb Lsdosqusiai' od of yam yd sfo2 san 2bdutsese fisi199 oat r 
ni. ovtnesiqgo euda sis bre 9lqosq ¥eq dew me viel 
hag solu yoteq to JioesS tO sts Jorxinw sda Ajdd asylount all 
sox) nt ortifewyst 19? sfqosqopetss: Aoi 20 Stes edo of Hh 200k 
nt agusmosnisiat goidiny 192, ps99002 auol)s%-z970 | baa to adults | 
Yo Yo JAnsnrmagtied clipmeseye sift bye Ba rat ae ,aoigzel walt 
Sostun blu evbkiivitos sesdt cequoyg toohoilog-otone ban epekams 
Wil gt®kosy2 Ao gang 42 go suite states | tanbyibal bbe 
geilim! hestInagwa to ystlong I nuproiny od en lls < cn Lsimoeyoqede 
aos yro%shimis2eth datity) os. se axe ont * .aeriaw als vs ne 3 
yidtenazeo yesluy sage: rin" oe ads doldw os ssxgsb ot Sire bakes . toate 
aga Jay ee Jor aeil aac wan pneesrop op bastlisi svn hie ras 
gotmuges4 “ladeeoryg, ap (09): vita 30040 Bys0 tga $5. teschie _ 
: vo _ ¥ xohiap ‘oles 0 
; y a 
co buitt habor il 
owe : 


SL 


is felt most acutely by gay people in the occupational sphere. 

In considering occupationally related difficulties, the extent 
to which gay people are actually discriminated against in the occupation- 
al arena, should be distinguished from the degree to which they could 
face potential sanctions were their sexual preferences known. 

The John Damien case while not a unique incident is more the 
exception than the rule (Body Politic, Jan/Feb, 1975: Body Poditice 
May/June, 1975).8 While the actual incidence of job-related difficulties 
among gays is perhaps very low, this does not necessarily reflect tol-~ 
erance upon the part of the general public, but rather the individual's 
ability to keep his sexual orientation secret. It is in the area of 
occupational activity that the double life of the homosexual is most 
apparent. As Table 3.1 reveals a larger percentage of employers are 
unaware of the respondents sexual orientation than any other category. 
Other data gathered suggests that only about 12 percent of the sample 
have or would want to disclose their sexual preferences in the workplace. 

The necessity for concealment is indicated by data provided by 
Levitt and Klassen (1974), who report, among other things, that 59 
percent of the public believes that homosexuals pose a security risk 
for government jobs, a view shared by Canadian officialdom as well 
(Section 100 of the Report of the Royal Commission on Security), while 
38 percent feel that homosexuals tend to corrupt their fellow workers 
sexually. Additionally, there seems to exist a widespread desire on 
the part of the public for the exclusion of gay people from a diverse 
range of occupations (Table 3.2). In view of these figures, the desire 
on the part of many respondents to conceal being gay from employers 


does not seem an unrealistic assessment of the social situation. 
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Table 3.1. Others' Awareness of Respondents! Sexual Orientation 


ee 


Mother Father Siblings Best Friend Employer 


Sa a ce ES ep ee ee pe 


Percentages* 
Knows for sure 40 20 39 ao igs 
Knows or suspects 50 46 61 67 Suit 


*Number cf cases ranges from 99 to 142. 


The interrelationships between socio-sexual preferences and 
occupational careers are difficult to unravel. 

Quite obviously there do exist systematic discriminatory policies 
directed against gay people in a number of occupations; for example, 
teaching, the civil service, although there are signs that some of these 
barriers are beginning to weaken. Equally important is the fact that the 
suspicion of homosexuality, justified or not, may be the underlying cause 
of hiring, firing and promotional decisions ostentiously based upon more 
rational criteria, 4lthough the degree to which this occurs is unknown. 
Perhaps all one can say with certainty is that most pay people are aware 
of the potentialities for discriminatory action were their homosexuality 
known and thus tend to conceal such orientations within the workplace. 
Consequently few face the risk of Losing their jobs. The segmented 
nature of modern society, in which work and other roles may be easily 
separated, as well as the tendency of most people to assume normalcy 
unless given strong evidence to the contrary aid in the process of 
concealment. This topic will be returned to in a later discussion of 


effects of the marginal situation. At present it need only be noted 
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that the potential for difficulties within the occupational sphere 


is perceived by most gay people to be an area of major concern. 


Denial of Basic Humanity 


A third problem area related to placement in a marginal situation 
is the difficulty facing the gay person in his struggle to develop a 
coherent, positive sense of identity within a social milieu character- 
ized by oppression and ridicule. While inseparable from and including 
other forms of exclusion, in that every denial of legal and occupational 
rights reinforces a sensé of exclusion from the common family of man, 
the denial of one's humanity extends beyond these forms of oppression. 
The gay person is repeatedly confronted with evidence that his whole 
life pattern is totally, or in part, unacceptable to the majority of 
the people with whom he interacts. He continually encounters evidence, 
whether directed specifically at him ox not, of the negative attitudes 
mentioned earlier. He is then faced with the problem of resolving these 
judgements and establishing a valid sense of identity in the face of 
continued signs of tabnormality', a problem complicated by the fact 
that he has most likely internalized the evaluations of people like 
him prior to his awareness of his own particular situation. 

The homosexual, you know, before he knows he's a homosexual... 

grows up hearing aUiesorts of CNLngSe= that's a queer, that's 

a faggot. ‘They get this from parents in many cases, relatives; 

teachers, older brothers, peers, that it's bad, bad, bad. All 

of a sudden that individual grows up and their sexuality begins 

to develop and they say, "My God, I am one of those, those, 

bad, despicable, immoral individuals,” and it becomes a censtant 

> . * 
effort to find a way to get into the mainstream of society 


with that knowledge that the mainstream of society has some 
pretty negative feelings toward that individual (Rev. 5. Wolk, 


Larry Soloway Show, CIV ideas 84 1975). 
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Given that people have a basic need to establish a valid sense 
of identity, and given that a valid identity is only possible through 
a congruence of what one is, what one announces oneself to be, and 
what society sees and accepts one as being (Rainwater, 1970:375), the 
difficulties faced by even the overt individual are apparent. The in- 
ability of many gay people to blend the conflicting images of them- 
selves into a congruent unity and:to attain a sense of self-accept- 
ance has been documented repeatedly, if impressionistically, not only 
within the psychiatric literature but also by sociologists, gay Lib- 
eration spokespersons, and the popular media. (Humphreys, 1972; Murphy, 
1971, Altman, 1971; Cory, 1951; Crowley, 1968). 

While the "ego-oppression" of the gay person is an ugly reality, 
which manifests itself in fear, disgust and ridicule, we must be care- 
ful not to over-dramatize the pathos, turmoil, and misery involved. 

Just as one would not judge suburban sanity on the basis of Albee's 

A Delicate Balance,one must move beyond Boys in the Band or The City 

and the Pillar, in assessing gay worlds. Similarly) tue ite careers 

of homophile and ex-homophile writers (Aaron, 1972; Altman,1971; 

Miller, 1972; Murphy, 1971; Reid, 1973), may not reflect the emotions 

and turmoil found in the lives of the less literary. There would appear, 
for example, to be some differences found between these reports and the 
levels of adjustment and life satisfaction reported in a number of studies 
(Freedman, 1971). Many individuals appear to be able to cope quite well 
with what would seem to be a monolithic rejection of their total life 


style. 


The relative absence of pathology on an individual level suggests 
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the necessity for a reassessment of the relationship between societal 
oppression and individual outcomes, and a further examination of the 


adaptive and coping abilities of oppressed minorities. 


DISTINCTIVE FEATURES OF THE MARGINAL SITUATION 


Marginal situations arise when aggregates share similar patterns of 
inconsistent statuses. Marginal situations take many forms and can be 
seen to vary in a number of ways, for example, the scope of activities 
regulated or affected by the particular inconsistency, the duration of 
the situation, the nature of the barriers faced by members, or the criteria 
involved for membership (the voluntary or involuntary nature of the devalued 
status). In regard to the last point, it is debatable whether sexual 
orientation and life styles based upon it, represents an involuntary, 
ascribed-like status or whether it is a position primarily achieved by 
the individual.? Regardless of which 1s more correct, gay people, unlike 
many other devalued groups, cannot wholly free themselves from the thought 
that they could do something about their "condition" if only they really 
wanted to, and as a consequence perhaps experience a greater degree of 
ambiguity than those individuals who enter a marginal situation via 
totally ascribed criteria (Altman, 1971). 

The most important feature of any marginal situation are the specific 
patterns of exclusion which individuals encounter. As we have seen, in 
the case of gay people these barriers potentially encompass a wide area 
of the individual's life. In regard to barriers there are two distinctive 
features of the gay situation worthy of mention, namely, the relationship 


between barriers and the individual experience of them and the specific 


type of inconsistency experienced by gay people. 
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The first refers to the fact that while the barriers facing gay 
people are wide in scope and, in theory, relatively severe, they are easily 
Surmounted, in most cases, on an individual level. In so far as gay people 
are the most invisible of minorities, 1° separated neither by appearance, 
cultural heritage, nor past record from the dominant community, they are 
able to Puanscénds: the barriers and to pass without difficulty into all 
facets of the larger society. While transcending (escaping) the Limit- 
ations of the larger society is found to a degree among most devalued 
minorities the extent to which this is both possible (and to which it occurs) 
is unparalleled. in the case of gay people. Provided the individual is 
prepared to curtail signs of his gay life style and to model his public 
behavior in terms of the available heterosexual examples he is eon apt 
to experience concrete discriminatory actions directed at him personally. 

Whereas members of other minorities cannot escape from their sit- 
uation, the gay person finds himself in a position where escape is the 
most readily available and easily chosen alternative. This fact has 
implications both for the formation and elaboration of gay community 
structures and in the area of the personal difficulties faced by gay 
people. On a personal level gay people assumedly experience (or are 
open to experience) a sense of shame in that their personal characteristics 
(in this case sexual preferences) depart from the ideal "identity standard" 
prevailing in the society as a whole (Goffman, 1963). In this their 
case is no different from that of other stigmatized groups. In addition 
most gay people also are subject to wheever strains arise from the 
necessity of concealling a significant aspect of their personal biographies, 


While such strains have usually been approached or discussed in terms of 
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Strains engendered by hiding the discreditable identity,it may be 
that for gay people the major difficulty is one of trying to assert 
some aspect of their gay identity emcee situations. 

A second related feature of the gay marginal situation worthy 
of mention concerns the relationship between cultural similarity and 
barriers to social acceptance. Dickie-Clark (1966b) has suggested that 
marginal situations can be conceptualized, in part, as varying along 
two continua, one, the degree of societal rejection experienced by 
the group in question and two, the degree of cultural similarity between 
the marginal and the dominant groups in the soctety. Gay people represent 
the extreme case of a group characterized by total cultural similarity 
and high degree of rejection. Unlike members of most eres marginal 
groups whose early experiences are within the protective fold of an 
ethnic community or sub-nation, the gay person grows up within and 
acquires the culture of the dominant heterosexual society. 

Even after having discovered his sexual orientation the gay person 
does not necessarily come into possession of subcultural alternatives 
around which to organize and structure his new behavioral needs and in- 
terests. Indeed, the very existence of a gay subculture(s) is problematic. 

While most writers speak freely of gay subcultures they often do 
so without specifying either the criteria used to identify a subculture 
or the degree to which these criteria are found within the gay comunity. 
(ft is assumed that the term subculture “refers ta a subset of values 
distinctively different from the surrounding larger culture (Yinger, 

1961) the existence of a gay subculture(s) is doubtful (Rokeach, 1973:142-2; 
Simon and Gagnon, 1967; Ellis, 1956). If, however, subcultures can be 


identified by the existence of normative expectations which provide community 
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members with a "world view, a style of life and the Standards against 
which they can measure their own worth" (Schwartz and Merten, 1967), the 
existence of gay subcultures is more likely. 4 

While there is little doubt that gay life styles differ somewhat 
from those of the larger society it must be recognized that these inter- 
action patterns and their normative Supports remain closely linked to 
the larger society and culture within which gay people were raised and 
within which they spend most of their time. At their most distinctive 
gay subcultures strongly reflect the values and norms of the larger 
culture - modified in part by the special needs and circumstances of 
gay life. They do not provide a coherent, clearly defined set of 
alternatives around which the gay person may organize his life. More 
than most marginal aggregates gay people share intimately in the culture 
of the dominant society. They are thus particularly aware of and 
sensitive to the negative attitudes and reactions of the larger society. 
Not only do they face rejection, but this rejection comes From others 
whose values they share and with whom they have their closest personal 
ties, 

The marginal situation facing gay people is characterized in part 
by a combination of cultural similarity to the dominant society (with 
weakly developed subcultural alternatives), severity of potential sanctions, 
and by the degree to which these restrictions may be largely avoided. 


Taken together these features provide the basic parameters of the situation 


within which gay people as a group function. 


THE EDMONTON GAY COMMUNITY, MAJOR INSTITUTIONS 


Despite the numbers of gay people which can be presumed to exist 


within the city and the surrounding districts, the public range of in- 
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stitutions existing in Edmonton is extremely limited and consists of 


two gay bars, a gay bath and a community service organization. > 


The gay bar is the central institution in every gay community. 
Edmonton has two bars, both of which are licenced as private soctal 
clubs and open on Friday and Saturday evenings only. One is run as a 
private, profit venture and attracts a sizable number of straight people 
in addition to gay patrons. The second is a community based, non-profit 
association and is more restrictive in its clientele. It was in this 
setting that questionnaires were distributed. In addition, the back 
third of a downtown pub is recognized as a gay territory and attracts 
some gay people during the week. A cursory analysis would suggest that 
there is nothing unique to the bar situation in Edmonton. Gay bars 

as an institutional system tend to perform similar functions and to be 
organized in much the same way across North America (Hooker, 1970; 
Achilles, 1967), the concrete manifestations of this system reflecting 
features unique to the setting such as city size (Harry, 1974) or 
Vanyingeligquor control regulations itn different jurgisdiccions. 

There is one bath in the city. The baths are an arrangement found 
only in the male gay world and provide the opportunity for non-emotional 
sexual contacts. Many people in our society, gay or straight, find it 
difficult to view sexual activity favourably unless it is connected 
with affection. Consequently the baths have acquired a somewhat 
pejorative connotation and many individuals avoid them. While the 
baths provide the setting for sex without conmitment they can also 
provide an opportunity to relax and socialize in pleasant and protect- 


ed surroundings. The Edmonton bath would appear to function not only 


as a sexual trysting place, but also as a focal point for many members 
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of the gay community. It is not known to what degree such a situation 
is unique to Edmonton. A number of factors would appear to contribute 
to this enhanced role, not the least of: which are the relative absence 
of other public settings, and the relaxed, friendly nature of the 
proprietor. and his associates. 

The Gay Alliance Towards Equality (GATE) completes the list of 
formal associations within the Edmonton community. GATE is a public 
organization dedicated to working towards an improvement in the situation 
of the gay person, in whatever way possible and is loosely affiliated 
with other activist/community service organizations across Canadas” 
Although not connected with the university, many of its most active 
members are university students. Given the small size of: Edmonton's 
activist population the organization combines both political and 
community service functions. Its activities include both efforts 
directed towards bringing about change in the larger society through 
educational and political means, as well as the provision of services 
to members of the gay community. 

While GATE has avoided most actions which would alienate itself 
from the larger community, it has not been successful in overcoming 
totally the negative image which many gay people hold of ‘tactivistt 
Brolups, Ox in attracting a high degree of financial and social support 
from the surrounding community. While many benefit from its services 
few,in CuUIn, Support Abts activities, 

These three types of institutions comprise the public parameters 

19 pete ; ae : 
of the gay community in Edmonton. In addition to these settings, which 
are found in most cities of any size, larger centres are able to support 


a set of specialized institutions and groups which have not yet appeared 
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in Edmonton. These would include gay book shops, a greater variety 
of bars and meeting places catering to special interest populations; 
branches of the Canadian Gay Academic Union; religious organizations, 
including the Metropolitan Community Church (Perry, 1972; Enroth and 
Jamieson, 1974), Dignity (gay catholics) and Gay Jewish groups; and 
in Vancouver, a branch of the Court dit ros 

Chapter 3 has provided a brief review of the gay marginal situation, 
focusing on the nature of the potential difficulties encountered and 
identifying some of the more salient features of this situation, As well, 
a brief outline of the public institutions found in Edmonton was given. 


Chapters 4 and 5 deal with analysis of data and discussion of consequences 


related to living in a marginal situation. 
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Chapter 3 Footnotes 


1. 


Weinberg (1973) has Suggested that these negative attitudes are rooted 
in a number of related Sources - religious influences, repressed envy, 
the secret fear of being homosexual, the threat to dominant values posed 
by the existence of the homosexual, and anxieties about existence 
without vicarious immortality. While all these factors play a Dare in 
the general public's negative views, special note should be taken of 
the issue of value conflict. While rarely articulated in a coherent 
fashion by gay spokesmen (and perhaps only dimly realized by many, 

Bay or straight) a Say life style does appear to imply a negation, not 
only of a specific feature of the present’ social structure (Weinberg's 
"Marriage", "a Good Job", "A Good Family Name", "Money) but also of 
the complete System of which these are but visible manifestations. 

To the degree that our society rests upon an institutionalized sexism, 
homosexuality is a potential radical force in that society, and thus 
perhaps threatening to many. See for exampie, Out of the Closets: 

The Voices of Gay Liberation (Jay and Young.) 1972 )iym 


Oppression is defined as a condition obtaining "when those holding 
authority systematical impose burdens and penalties upon relatively 
powerless seoments of a society" (Humphreys, 1972:15). Without 
denying that Says are oppressed the term preferred is patterns of 
exclusion in that it seems to reflect more accurately both the theoret- 
ical orientation of this Paper as well as the nature of the situation 
faced by gay people in Canada, as Opposed to that which they encounter 
in the United States. 


Homophile newspapers and magazines are a significant source of 
information for anyone wishing to understand the state and concerns 
of the gay community. The most important Canadian publication is 


The Body Politic,Canada a ‘national homophilet hewspaper, which is 


published in Tormto. Other publications include Espirit, Gay Tide 
(Vancouver) Gay West (Saskatoon), Cay Times (Montreal) Sand 4 nunboe 

of newsletters sponsored by a variety of groups, for example, "Gay 
Rising" (GATE Toronto) and "New Beginnings" (Metropolitan Community 
Church, Ottawa). A similar range of publications are also to be found 
in the United States, with the Advocate being the most widely distributed 


and best known. 
The relevant sections of the criminal code are as follows: 


Section 155: Everyone who commits buggery or bestiality is guilty of an 
indictable offence and is liable to imprisonment tor fourteen years 


Section 157: Everyone who conmits an act of &toss indecency with another 


person is guilty of an indictable offence and is liable to imprison- 
ment for five years. 


Section 158: (1) Sections 155 and 157 do not apply to any act committed 
in private between (a) a husband and wife, or 


(b) any two persons, each ot who is twenty one years 


or more of age, both of who consent to the commission of the act. 
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It should be noted that many American jurisdictions are in the process 

of or have recently revised their statutes dealing with homosexual acts, 
with 14 states no longer penalizing such activities (as of April OBES Ace Pe 
Advocate, April SO. 1976-8). 


Although governmental spokesmen have at times claimed that existing 
human rights legislation is adequate to protect all such does not seem 
totally accurate. In two Cases vaised by Gays for Equality (GFE), a 
Winnipeg activist group the Manitoba Human Rights Commission ruled 

that nothing could be done in that the Human Rights Act did not include 
protection tor those discriminated against on the basis of sexual 
orlentation (Body Ison Wap fom Jan/Feb., 1975). At present Toronto remains 
the only Canadian jurisdiction which bars discrimination on the basis 
of sexual orientation in the hiring and firing of city employees 
(resolution passed October, 1973), although a test of the British 
Columbia legislation is under review at the moment. In this case a 
Board of Inquiry has ruled (January, 1976) that the provincial Human 
Rights Code provides protection to gay people by deciding that the 
Vancouver Sun had unjustifiably discriminated against gays by refusing 
to accept an advertisement for the paper Gay Tide,which is published 

by the Gay Alliance Towards Equality (GATE, Vancouver). The Sun has 
appealed the ruling to the British Columbia Supreme Court. 


For example, there would appear to be some evidence that the Su Bay ier e 
Montreal is attempting to ‘clean up' its image in preparation for the 
1976 Olympic Games, a program which involves the Systematic harrasment 
of gay bars and baths (Body Politic, July) Aue) 075)) Bode ce also 
exists that certain gay organizations, specifically Gays of Ottawa, 
have been the object of "police surveillence."' The arrest, amid large 
scale publicity, of a number of Ottawa males as part of the crackdown 
on a "male homosexual ring", charges which have proven to be grossly 
exaggerated (Vancouver Sun, March 16, 1976:14) provides another example 


(Body Politic, July/Aug., 1975). 


On the other hand, concern with parking violations would appear to be a 
more individualized activity. In at least one jurisdiction (Vancouver) 
police department policy has openly begun to oppose such practices. 
(Conversation with Vancouver gay activist spokesperson). 


A tentative list of the topics which Gays of Ottawa felt should be in- 
cluded in an examination of gays and the law included: 


ae sections of the criminal code dealing with buggery and bestiality, 
&ross indecency, indecent assault on a male, indecent assault on 
a female, public nudity, dangerous sexual offenders, vagrancy, corr- 
uption of children, and obscenity. 

b. homosexuality as grounds for divorce, custody of children, provincial 
regulations and practices concerning adoption. 

ce. regulations concerning the immigration and deportation of cays, 

d. security and employment in the public SOSA OS 

municipal and provincial laws concerning drinking, Licensine of 

gay clubs, park closing laws, trespassing, vagrancy and loitering 

laws, regulations concerning credit, insurance and bonding. 


(Position paper, GO, National Gay Rights Conference, Summer, 1976) 
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The Damien Case involved the firing of John Damien from his job as 
Steward with the Ontario Racing Commission, a position he had held 
Satisfactorily since 1969, on the grounds that he was a homosexual. 

or in the words of the Racing Comnission Chairman, Charles McNaughton, 
"What do you expect? He's a faggot." It should be noted that at no 

time was there any Suggestion that his being gay had impaired his 
ability to discharge his duties adequately. Damien refused an offer 

Oe 1. 200 41 exchange for a letter of resignation and is presently suing 
the individuals and 8roups involved in his dismissal for vi 330 000. 
(Body Politic, May/June, 19/5)ia0 One can only applaud his courage in 
fighting for his rights and wonder at the mentality which would offer 

a man making more than $30,000 annually $700 (the original figure later 
raised to $1,200) in exchange for a letter of resignation. It should 

be noted, however, that one strong factor in encouraging him to fight 
the case was the fact that, given the specialized nature of his job 

and the closed fraternity in which he worked he tad little to lose 
by"going public". That is, by keeping quiet he could not have guaranteed 
himself an equivalent position (being already at the top) or even any 
other job in racing since g05sip would travel quite quickly (Personal 
conversation with John Damien). 


Kinsey's data suggests significant variations in sexual expression 
during the life cycle Ceinsey et sil. $1948) 68 Move recently Whitman 
(1975) has argued that homosexual object choice, like its heterosexual 
counterpart, is an inherent emergent property of the individual. 


Despite contrary stereotypes various sources have estimated that only 

a small minority of the Bay community displays physical characteristics 
or mannerisms which would lead to their identification as gay. Both 
Westwood (1960) and Pomeroy (1968) suggest a figure about 15 percent. 

My own estimation would be somewhat lower, particularly if one considers 
as visible only those individuals who are recognizable despite their 
attempts not to be, 


Barriers may be either "transcended" or "permeated". The former in- 
volves deception as in the case of the Negro who passes for white; 

the latter, acceptance despite whatever devalued attributes one may 
hold, for example, individual women of high ability who attain positions 
of power and authority. 


In Goffman's terms the homosexual is in possession of a discreditable 

as opposed to a discredited identity, and is thus faced with the problem 
of information control in his passing activies. One possible con- 
sequence of this situation is a high level of anxiety on the part of 

the passer - anxiety and dread which arises from the possibility that 

his social fabrication may collapse and at any moment exposing his true 
self, with all the negative consequences that this would entail. Most 
Gay people appear to have little difficulty in coping with this type of 
situation - in part because of their intimate knowledge of the culture 
within which they pass. As one respondent stated: "We don't have to tell 
white social lies. We act them out continually instead." While there 
may be psychic costs involved in hiding a gay identity, these do not seem 
to arise from difficulties involved in the process of concealment itself. 
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Regardless of the particular racial/ethnic or socio-economic 
environment within which the individual is raised his home 
enrivonment is most usually a heterosexual one. For the sample 
under study this milieu was also caucasion and largely middle- 
Class. tyltsiseto this background’ thet one refers in speaking of 
the dominant society. 


A distinction should perhaps be made between the existence of gay 
subcultures and the utilization of the idea of subculture as an 
explanation for behavior engaged in by gay people. It would appear 
that too often behavior patterns explained as subcultural might be 
more readily and legitimately attributed to other characteristics 

of the individuals involved. That is, im discussions of life styles 
it is possible that’ we have overemphasized individuals' gayness 

and paid too little attention to age, marital status, and socio- 
economic variables as determinants of behavior. 


For further discussion of subcultures see Arnold (1967). 


While any attempt to estimate numbers of gay people poses insurmount- 
able difficulties, not the least of which is attempting to define 

the population conceptually, there is little reason to believe that 
Edmonton differs drastically from other areas in terms of proportion 
of gays. With that assumption, and allowing tor a certain degree 

of error in existing estimates of gay populations, one can suggest 
that the male gay population in Edmonton ranges between five and 
fifteen thousand, with the female at least half of that. Given these 
figures the limited extent of public structures and organizations 
becomes even more apparent. 


In this sample approximately 97 percent of the males and 95 percent 
of the females reported visiting gay bars, with three quarters 
attending at least once a month and one third going at least once 

a week or more. 


For example, half of the respondents report that they visit the baths 
less than several times a year, with 26 percent stating that they 
never went there. 


Gay activism is usually seen as a relatively recent soctal movement, 
its origins marked by the "Stonewall Riots" in New York City on 

June 28-20, 1969, and the subsequent formation of the Gay Liberation 
Front, (Teal, 1971). The Coalition for Gay Rights in Ontario suggests 
that August 26, 1971 marks the inception of the gay rights struggle 

in Canada, with rallies in Ottawa and Vancouver outlining demands for 
changes in federal legislation. ‘Tom Warner (GATE, Toronto, unpublished 
paper), however, dates the Canadian movement as beginnings in: 1969. 
Prior to this, however, gay associations were in existence in both the 
United States (the Mattachine Society, Society for Individual Rights, 
Daughters of Bilitis) and Canada(Community Homophile Association of 
Toronto). There also existed an active homosexual rights movement 

in Europe prior to the rise of Nazism and the second World War 
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(Lauritsen and Thorstad, 1974). The present movement could 
therefore more accurately be seen as a rebirth, rather than a 
totally new phenomenon. 


Writing about the American situation Altman (1971:118-119) suggests 
that gay liberation groups are distinguishable from "old line 
associations" not on militancy but: 


rather that gay liberation advances beyond the civil 
rights liberalism of the earlier groups;...No longer 

is the claim made that gay people can fit into American 
society, that they are as decent, as patriotic, as clean- 
living as anyone else. Rather, it is argued, it is the 
American society itself that needs to change. 


In viewing the Canadian Gay Rights Movement, a distinction could 
be made between those individuals primarily interested in the pro- 
vision:of social services to the gay community (drop-in-centres, 
counselling) and those concerned with political issues on a larger 
scale (Lobbying for civil rights, consciousness raising). Often 
these individuals are found within the same organization making 

the classification of groups into activist or traditional somewhat 
difficult. While some organizations place greater stress upon 
policies of confrontation and others upon working within the system, 
whenever possible, the ultimate goal remains the same, namely 
personal and social liberation. 


$ 


19, Like most cities Edmonton also has a network of public cruising 
spots which provide a meeting place for the establishment of socio- 
sexual contacts. While not formally organized, such recurrent patterns 
of interaction are sufficiently stable to be seen as institutional 
arrangements, if desired. 


20. The court system is a unique part of the public gay found in the 
Western area of North America, with the only Canadian branch in 
Vancouver. The nearest parallel in conventional society would 
be systems of secret lodges and fraternaties, ostensibly designed 
to fulfil comnanity service functions but which seem fo exist 
primarily to satisfy members needs for social status, and recogni- 
zation. (Frazier, 1957). The court system tends to embarass many 
gay people. As indicative of the respect with which it is held in 
some quarters, one gay activist described a court function as 
"yesembling a high school prom attended by members of the Social 
Credit Womants Auxiliary.'"' The court system is perhaps most note- 
worthy as evidence of the degree to which some gay people feel 
excluded from meaningful roles in the larger society and thus 
compelled to seek recognition within a fantasy world of their own, 
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CHAPTER 4 
PRESENTATION OF DATA 


Data analysis was based upon completed questionnaires returned by 
142 gay teas While it is not possible to obtain a random sample of 
a gay population, given the absence of known population parameters, 
attempts were made to gather the sample from as wide a range of sources 
as possible. Questionnaires were distributed at three locations within 
the Edmonton community - a gay bath, a gay social club, and an activist 
community service organization (GATE) - as well as by means of individual 
handouts. The objective was to obtain a purposive sample, the members 
of which exhibited sufficient variation on the major variables under 
study, most specifically on their degree of involvement with other gay 
people. 

The primary forms of data analysis employed were cross-tabulations 
and analysis of variance. Data were run using the programs contained in 
the SPSS (Nie, 1975). Unless otherwise indicated the number of cases 
was 142. Division of respondents into high-low or high-medium-low was 
made with the objective of equalizing the number of cases in each division 
in the majority of situations. This policy was followed since no natural 


breaks were readily apparent in the distribution of responses for many 


variables. 


NATURE OF THE SAMPLE 


Table 4.1 provides information on the response rate obtained at various 
locations. This rate is comparable to others reported in the literature 
(Myrick, 1974; Weinberg and Williams, 1974; Farrell and Morrione, 1974). 


While one would have preferred a larger sample, the nature of the population 
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informal nature of most members" socialization patterns makes the gather- 
ing of any sample a difficult and time consuming process. The number 

of respondents finally obtained compares favorably with those reported 

in other studies of similar scope. 

Table 4.2 provides an overview description of respondent character- 
istics. The sample as a whole is somewhat over represented by individ- 
uals of high socio-economic status, a not surprising result given the 
length of the questionnaire and the voluntary nature of its completion. 
Additionally, the sample would appear to be primarily composed of in-~ 
dividuals who score relatively high on the various measures of psycho- 
logical and social adjustment. There would appear to be few significant 
differences among respondents who obtained the questionnaire at different 
locations (Table 4.3). This finding is in accord with Weinberg's (1970) 
discussion of non-clinical samples of gay people. With respect to 
memberships in gay organizations (Table 4.2) the high percentage of 
respondents holding such memberships is less significant than it first 
appears. In the majority of cases membership is in a gay social club and 
signifies only that the individual can enter the premises for an evenings 
drinking at a reduced rate. Data analysis similar to that reported in 
Tables 4.4 to 4.7 reveals few differences between members and 
non-members. 

Tables 4.4 to 4.7 provide further information on sub-populations of 
the sample divided by age, membership in GATE, socio-economic status, and 


frequency of attendance at gay baths, respectively. 


Age 


A summary comparison of age related differences for the sample 


(Table 4.4) reveals that older gay people tend to have higher incomes, 
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Table 4.2. Characteristics of the Sample: Gay Males 


nel laa ee ee aaa ee eee 
Number 
Characteristics of cases Percent* 
ee eae Re ee ee 
Age (range: 17-75: median = 27.4 years) 
less than 25 52 36.4 
26-35 55 38.5 
36 or more 45 23.9 
Education 
less than high school graduate 17 12.0 
high school graduate 18 iz 
Some university or business school 51 35.7 
university graduate 56 shi }s 
Income 
less than $5,000 13 9.2 
$5,000 to $10,999 4&9 34.5 
$11,000 to $16,999 52 36.6 
$17,000 plus 28 19.8 
Marital Status 
never married 119 §3.8 
married 9 6.3 
other 14 9.8 
Religious Affiliation 
Protestant 56 ej 
Roman Catholic . 34 23.9 
Others 19 13.4 
None 33 2352 
Organizational Memberships 
Membership in heterosexual association 98 69.0 
Membership in gay association 87 61.3 
Occupations ** 
professional 19 13.4 
semi-professional ll fed 
Managerial - large 8 5.6 
Managerial - small 17 12.0 
clerical 16 UM Hee: 
skilled 11 7.7 
semi-skilled 4 2.8 
unskilled 8 5.6 
farmers 2 1.4 
students 11 7.7 
no answer / unclassifiable So 24.6 


* Due to the rounding of figures, percentages do not always 


total 100. (N=142), 
** Classified according to Pineo and Porter (1967). 
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Table 4.3. Characteristics of the Samp Le by Point of Origin 


Point of Origin Level of 
Characteristics Baths Gate Gay Bars Other _ Si nificance X7 
percentages 

Less than 35 years of age HS\58) foh2) 5 7/ 67.9 68.7 NeSe 
Income greater than $14,000 44.9 13.8 2567 43.8 2024 
University graduate 43.5 Si ao 28.6 43.8 N.S. 
Reads gay Literature 30.4 44.8 BAVess' 43.8 Nese 
High in gay participation S262) Died 30S 50.0 N.S. 
High in conventional partici- 

pation 56-5 34.5 42.9 SOs0: NeSe 
Frequently visits gay bars 49.2 Leo 64.3 Sie 014 
Frequently visits gay baths 58.8 6.9 14.3 Sites 001 
High in commitment to a gay 

identity 46.9 44.8 53.6 50.0 eS 
High in acceptance of negative 

stereotypes 24.6 17.2 28.6 Ze0 NeSe 
High in self-esteem 60.9 wie) 42.9 50.0 N.S 
High in evidence of MPC 50.7 2562 42.9 3739 N.S. 
Not bothered by being gay 42.0 37.9 46.4 50.0 Tiss 6 
Lives with lover 14.5 13.8 7.1 31.3 N.S. 
Low in life satisfaction MNT 37.9 17.9 18.8 N.S. 
Has seen psychiatrist 21.7, 34.5 14.3 43.8 093 
High in self-disclosure 34.8 58.6 60.7 62.5 026 
High in experience of barriers 49.3 48.3 50.0 36.3 N.S. 
High in anticipation of rejection 58.0 55.4 46.4 25.0 N.S. 
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Table 4.4. Characteristics 


_ 


Characteristics _ 
Income greater than $14,000 
University graduate 
Reads gay literature 
High in gay participation 


High in conventional partici- 
pation 


Frequently visits gay bars 
Frequently visits gay baths 


High in commitment to a gay 
identity 


High in acceptance of neg- 
ative stereotypes 


High a self esteem 

High in evidence of MPC 
Not bothered by being gay 
Lives with lover 

Low in life satisfaction 
Nas seen psychiatrist 
High in selt disclosure 


High in experience of 
barriers to acceptance 


High in anticipation of 
rejection 


of the Sample by Age 
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Age 
under 
25 26-35 | sis 
percentages 

9.6 47.3 60.0 
DU 2eem 4 5822 37-1 
40.4 25a) 34.3 
50.0 56.4 SIURE 
40.4 SYST 54.3 
62-5 63.6 3463 
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538 47.3 By] oil 
Me ES 25.7 
50.0 52s 57.4 
53.5 50.9 37.1 
59 Syd Ay 42.9 
15.4 12.7 22.9 
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30.8 2723 14,3 
70.6 41.4 24.4 
67.3 43.6 34.3 
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to visit gay bars less frequently, to be more secretive in regard to their 
sexual preferences, and perhaps consequently, to have experienced less 
rejection from the larger society. While older individuals tend to be 

less committed to a gay identity and to be less involved in terms of 
overall participation with gay others there is no evidence that they ex- 
perience greater psychological turmoil than their younger compatriots. 
While in most cases the difference among age groups in levels of adjustment 
is: not significant, the direction of the relationships suggests that 
older individuals are more at ease than are younger people. In 

general the findings here replicate those reported by Weinberg (1970) 


in his analysis of age related variations among gay populations. 


GATE Membership 
2 


Examining the sample in terms of members* and non-members of the 
Gay Alliance Towards Equality, the local activist/community service 
organization (Table 4.5), one sees that this group is composed primarily 
of younger individuals (11 of whom are part or full time students), who, 
while committed to being gay appear to have experienced (or are experiencing) 
somewhat greater adjustment difficulties than the remainder of the sample. 
A high percentage, 8 out of 20, had seen or were seeing a psychiatrist. 
The somewhat greater incidence of life difficulties should not neces- 
sarily be seen as a personal failing or in a negative sense, but may 
simply reflect the particular role assumed by these individuals. That 
Uisenby, actively questioning societal roles and values, and by engaging 

in activities designed to improve the social position of gay people in 
general they are visible targets for attacks from the larger society. 
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Table 4.5. Characteristics of the Sample by GATE Membership 


Seer a Se ee a 8 = 
ae ee ee pe eee eee 


GATE Non-~ Level of 
Characteristics Member Member Significance (x4) 
ue a= rela RNR ee — Per ole Dy es 
percent 
Less than 35 years of age 95.0 62.1 004 
Income greater than $14,000 20.0 39.4 2157 
University graduate 55.0 36.9 2197 
Reads gay Tivereeecs 65.0 27.9 «003 
High in gay Participation 55.0 48.4 TSI 
High in conventional parti- 
cipation 45.0 49.2 - 2916 
Frequently visits gay bars 70.0 54.1 278 
Frequently visits gay baths 15.0 Set 000 
High in commitment to a gay 
identity 70.0 43.4 049 
High in acceptance of negative 
stereotypes 20.0 24.6 905 
High in self-esteem 40.0 53.0 -400 
. High in evidence of MPC 70.0 45.1 -068 
High in lonliness 70.0 50.8 516 
Not bothered by being gay 45.0 42.6 902 
Lives with a lover 10.0 17.2 2528 
Low in life satisfaction 40.0 2133 125 
Has seen psychiatrist 40.0 23.0 -178 
High in self disclosure 70,0 44.3 058 
High in experience of barriers 75.0 45.9 -030 
High in anticipation of noe fines kote 
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Similarly, while analysis of variance reveals that members are Signi- 
ficantly more alienated than non-members (prob. = -06), this could be 
interpreted as a Sign of greater awareness on their part of the reality 


of the social situation facing gay people. 


Socio-economic Status 

Socio-economic status, as measured by income and education tends to 
be relatedto other variables in ways that one would expect given onets 
knowledge of the larger society, namely, that high status is positively 
associated with increased personal well-being (Table 4.6). Additionally, 
high status individuals tend to score lower on involvement with gay 
others, while being more involved in conventional society, to be more 
discreet in disclosure of sexual orientation, and to have experienced 
less rejection from the larger society. While there is a significant 
association between socio-economic status and degree of self disclosure 
it would appear that much of this relationship is accountable in terms 
of age. Older individuals tend to be more covert, younger people more 
overt, regardless of socio-economic status. This finding, to the extent 
that it is generalizable to the larger population, points to the nature 
of changes which are beginning to occur within the gay comnunity, 

It is interesting to note that while there are significant differences 
in experienced rejection among all the categories considered in Tables 4.4 
to 4.7, the degree to which individuals anticipate rejection from the 


larger society does not vary to any degree among the groups in question. 


Baths 


As stated in Chapter 3 the image of the baths within the gay comnunity 
bs Mocetotally positive, a fact related=to Cheir role as facilitators of 


impersonal sexual gratification. For certain anti-gay writers the baths 
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Table 4.6. Characteristics of the Sample by Socio-Economic Status 


See eee 
SSS a a ES I an onideseioapsaeeni-w 


Socto-economic status* Level of Significance 
Characteristics low moderate high x¢ Tau c 
ee eee ee ist a 
Percentages 
Reads gay literature SSS: 41.5 24.6 saz 050 
High in gay participation 57.5 48.8 44.3 428 - 103 
High in conventional par- | 
ticipation PLAS) 48.8 65.6 ~000 - 000 

Frequently visits gay bars 60.0 68.3 45.9 -670 - 046 
Frequently visits gay baths 30.0 24.4 48.3 -050 -005 
High in commitment to a : 

gay identity 62.5 Dez 34.4 -018 -002 
High in acceptance of negat- 

ive stereotypes 35.0 53.27 SZ. 156 -062 
High in self-esteem 45.0 ey lea BS 7/ 572 -149 
High in evidence of MPC Die 0 46.3 45.9 - 632 -207 
Not bothered by being gay 42.5 ile Teer) - 400 256 
Low in life satis- 

faction SMhns OS 18.0 059 -OL0 
Lives with lover 17.5 22.0 11.5 =398 MigHic 
Has seen a psychiatrist BLeD 22.0 2520) «469 Nea- 
High in selt-disclosure SYA: 63.4 SMbotl - 002 - 002 
High in experience of 

rejection Hae, Jet 32.8 - 000 - 000 
High in anticipation of 

rejection 55.0 43.8 50.8 849 -369 
High in alitenation G2Ris 43.9 41.0 -089 5024 
Low in happiness 30.0 14.6 14.8 ws ~042 
High in lonliness 70.0 S152 44.3 - 033 -008 
Alienated from work 35.0 14.6 14.8 026 -013 
Culturally estranged 30.0 Bibel Se -916 - 480 

N00 Nea N60 


— Se 
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* A measure of socioeconomic status was provided by summation ot income 
and education scores. 
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appear to epitomize much of what Is wrong with homosexuals. More sym- 
pathetic portrayalsof the gay Soannde chien do not mention the baths 
at all, or point to them in passing as institutions which have arisen 
and which are maintained as a consequence of societal restrictions on 
gay activity in more natural settings (for example, Weinberg and Williams, 
1974). Table 4.3 (Characteristics of the Sample by Origin) would suggest 
that respondents who obtained the questionnaires at the bath dojmot differ 
from those found elsewhere except in frequency of hath attendance. 
Table 4.7 examines differences among respondents classified according to 
the degree of utilization of these facilities. Socio-economic status 
would appear to be the major differentiating factor Uaetn individuals 
varying in level of attendance. Frequent users, would appear to be of 
higher socio-economic status, a factor which accounts tor other differences, 
namely, greater patticipation with conventional others, reduced experience 
of rejection, and increased covertness. In the sample under study people 
high in bath use would appear to be somewhat less lonely, less apt to have 
seen a psychiatrist,more likely to report higher levels of self-esteem, 
and to be as involved with gay others as the remainder of the sample. 
While one may dislike the baths, to overtook them as some writers 
do, is to ignore one of the major institutions within the male gay conmunity. 
Furthermore, to conceive of their origin and function solely in texmms of 
societal oppression and impersonal sexual gratification is only partially 
correct and, thus a distortion of reality. This distortion becomes 
greater when the negative characterization of the baths as an insti tucion 


is uncritically applied to the people who frequent these establishment. 
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Table 4.7. Characteristics of the Sample by Attendance at ony Bank 


ec a bao ee eee 


a ee rr re ees 


Frequency* Level of 
Characteristics low moderate high significance 
xe Tau c 
ee ree 2 Se ee 
percentage 
Income greater than 
$11,000 Aled Zot Ate e095), 2005 
University graduate Sins Shela] 42.9 892 360 
Reads gay literature 41.5 2057 Svel 0024 .132 
High in gay participation 47.7 50.0 51.4 -932 .356 
High in conventional 
participation 41.5 45.2 65.7 061 018 
Frequently visits gay 
bars IBes Sy ire! 51.4 ~7 O9Met. 266 
High in commitment to 
a gay identity 47.7 47.6 45.7 980 2435 
High in acceptance of 
negative stereotypes 47.7 269 54.3 -606 .341 
High in self-esteem 47.7 45.2 65.7 2145 078 
High in evidence of MPC 49.2 47.6 48.6 -986 .460 
Not bothered by being gay 35.4 47.6 51.4 
Lowen life satisfaction 23.1 21.4 28.6 747 Lay, 
Lives with a lover 26.2 veo 5.7 2011 oneas 
Has seen a psychiatrist 30.9 2320 Wie il 3) Guetisae 
High in self disclosure 58.5 47.6 28.6 O17 ees 005 
High in experience of 
rejection J2e3 Sek 37.1 oe Oe 
High in anticipation of 
rejection Byte! 47.6 51.4 -820 OS 
High in alienation Siete) 47.6 37.1 280 =.061 
High in lonliness SHSE 54.8 42.9 2322 = 082 
Alienated from work ABU SS) 28.6 8.6 2091 ~140 
Ne6S oe ee Ne oe cen ae oe ee 
*High = several times a month or more: Moderate =: several times a year to 


once a month: low = less often than several times a year. 
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THE APPEARANCE OF MARGINAL PERSONALITY CHARACTERISTICS 


Irwas hypothesized that the greater the individual's identification 
with conventional society and the greater his perception of barriers to 
full acceptance in that society the greater his feelings of MPC. These 
relationships are outlined in Table 4.8 and figures 4.1 through 4.6. 
Significant differences in MPC were found among levels of identification, 
with the relationships in the anticipated direction, namely (Ho. la) the 
greater the identification with conventional society (acceptance of societal 
Beereoees)” the greater the MPC and (Ho. 2), the greater the identifica- 
tion with gay.society the less the MPC (Figure 4.1).* 

As hypothesized (Ho. lb), both anticipated and experienced Darriers 
to social acceptance are cea associated with the development of MPC 
(Figure 4.3) with experienced barriers revealing a stronger relationship 
(r=.38 as opposed to r=.25). While anticipated and experienced barriers 
are only weakly related (r=.11), it should be noted that their anticipation 
in conjunction with their actual experience is most conducive to the 
development of MPC, with a significant interaction effect evident (Figure Ber) 

The experience of barriers seems most prevalent among the less 
Pacated s(r=-=.29) and lower income segments of the sample (x=-.32) and 
is associated with lower levels of participation in conventional society 
(r=s2e eas wellvas ereater levels of happiness (r=. 18). thegantici— 
pation of barriers is greater among those least involved with other gay 


people (r= 12), and “is positively associated with both life dissatisfaction 
° 9 c . 


(r=.17) and guilt (r=. 40). 
The joint effects of sdentification with conventional society and 
anticipated and experienced) 


perceived barriers to acceptance (both 


Unless otherwise indicated values on the figures represent raw 
scores for the variables under consideration. 


. 


a 


is it 

NMolsnotiiinebl T cm Y bas ere pe 
vis ‘i | nie m 

Oy. etetiztad Jo nelIiqasiay ei hae fen pate ta nolan ound 


4 
seal, 2M Jo apstlon) elif Faaiioig daa xa aS ni 321 te4q3 ery 
oa ht 
8.4 dguyotis J.) eonhd hg Be vote, fens fist f r00 cole soba 
rc 
, fo In: Piisneltt 33 <tsval! et biwol 64 6Ww4 04M al eacmree@haty & os 


iad wif) yis 70) 139% 5h beungboling eda a ee az. 
3 , - 


bs 


if 34 | On a0 i 9 ree ) yrs 1502 laratin eVtin> ade acl pi} ttmabe sits. 93, Sits 
- a4 Pr 4 ! x ,ON) Dirty UA Sh 18397) vt Me 309192 
IQtG) OWN oft 2egl oft “oeksea sy 
Telytes beomeitsqss tac hereqtoltis ddod (Cdl 2a) tae sods oqyst . 
’ —— 
< bstsisuran vi gihoide etg oscngqaaoh Iedoe 
i, D. - 
iselay Yoshier3s | ripsvsn trond teonalisuss dgte Cc.) e50 git) 
a a 
: ' 
/ : 0 As 
} ; : ,?* a) “otk@atshs » fi bf 2S es > $e) bemoan an § = 
— - 6 
; : ; : _ ae 
re Grols 7 ay De) bseton sd lived If , til a) hednton vidnew yl e 
x j 7 
Sih oJ Vis >. Pee : ' hu ® tia? iw nubs 
‘ + 6° sta) ‘ } - . ‘ * : 72 
Pat spur) MpeCYH Joo) fi: 163i] Suna} (tola & Hite 2m to one 
- 


G25) O03 Ohoic Innlnrory j20m amon 


ero liysgd 76 sore iveqes: 
o¢ a 

in, ft ewy ) : . : : ' 7 

Meh SPL.) shame eit) to atnotgee sauonk sewol fis (PE. 


eas 


viotSobw Ienmolsraynes ai aot qiotstway 1) eiagn! towol seca 
= 
: 


~- ~kolinn off 5081, ="), ceratayad do 


fy 


THe FH10 AIIW hovlevnt azgin/ S20t3 gilans DIKBRR : ol er 
AN) P9RT 2) Indeth BALE sed Adi bene toghe i ikdte Casts boa , C8 


: _ 


a 
a , a (GA, 
m» ¢ ic : j ee a 


Bish Mehinevnas dike fob 


ae > 


3 roti Ie oe . 
eae ob i Beieg ot si Hi) -s00 ; 19938 ps 


_ 1. 


Pe ws y 


81 


Gay Identification-------- 
© x 
o F= eye tshih prob. 2 ROO 
Conventional 
Identification 
F=4.88 prob. .009 
low medium high 
Identification 
Figure 4.1. Mean MPC by level of identification 
Conventional Identification 
LOWetss crete ele 
medium----- 
high ———— 
a 7 ANOVA 
a Source F prob 
Main 4.64 OOD 
Gay [ONS AOHING 
Conventional 3.36 038 
Interaction 9-45 e771 


low medium high 
Gay Identification 


Figure 4.2. Mean MPC by joint level of 
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are outlined in figure 4.5. As anticipated the development of MPC is 

most pronounced in those individuals who are high on identification with 
conventional society and also high on the degree to which they anticipate 

or have experienced barriers to acceptance in that society. Only in those 
cases where individuals score high on one or other of these variables is 

the average level of MPC above the mean for the total population. Figure 4.6 
presents the similar set of relationships between anticipated and experienced 
barriers and foes ve iene on with gay others. High levels of acceptance of 
one's sexual orientation are effective in reducing psychological dis-ease 
arising from rejection by the larger society. Most perturbed are those 
individuals who perceive high rejection from the larger society in con- 
junction with low commitment to being gay. 

Hypothesis 3, that individuals who are strongly identified with 
two conflicting social orders would be most likely to reveal evidence of 
MPC, was not supported by the data (Figure 4.2). This would suggest that 
cultural conflict taken by itself is of minor significance in the develop- 
ment of MPC, at least for this sample of gay males. 

In summary the data presented suggest that for gay people, as with 
others in a marginal situation, the experience of psychological marginality 
is a function of their perception of rejection from the larger society and 
their patterns of identification with society. High levels of commitment 
to a gay identity are effective in reducing feelings of marginality. 

There would appear no sign that MPC is more evident in individuals highly 


accepting of societal perspectives while simultaneously strongly identified 


with being gay. 
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CONCOMITANTS OF SOCIAL PARTICIPATION 


Participation Patterns and MeG 


It was hypothesized (Ho: 4a, 4b) that involvement with other gay 
people would be inversely related to the development of MPC while partici- 
pation in conventional society would be directly associated with Signs of 
MPC. Such was not the case. While different levels of participation are sign- 
ificantly associated with variations in MPC, both forms of involvement are 
inversely related to the development of MPC, as can be seen in Figure 4.7 
(conventional participation and MPC: r= -~.28; gay participation and MPC 
Leet OCR fipire te] Suggests that involvement within the gay 
community is non-linearly related to MPC with the extremes of high and 
low participation being associated with greater evidence of MPC, a Pindine 
which lends support to Weinberg and Williams' (1974) view that while a 
certain degree of involvement with other gay people is necessary for over- 
all adjustment, increasing participation would appear to have minimal 
incremental effect in promoting adjustment. 

Figure 4.8 examines the joint relationship between types: of partici= 
pation. Contrary to original anticipation, highest levels of MPC are found 
among those individuals low in both types of participation and lowest 
levels among those individuals who are highly involved in both gay and 
straight society. An interaction effect is found between levels of 
participation and their effect on the development of MPC, Significantly 
less psychologically marginal are those individuals who combine a high level 
of conventional participation with at least a moderate amount of involve- 


ment in gay community life. Of particular interest is the relatively high 


MPC found among those individuals high on involvement with other gay people 
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Figure 4.7. MPC by participation with gay and conventional 
: others (2, 3 and 4 way divisions). 


00, = 


reo. 


ico. 


rh oh 


~ 


rer 


NY 
: 


~--"==YHO 
dorq 10.1 7 


fanotidsyvireo 


.doxvqg of.61 = ¥ 


fur wol 
wormngqiolizet. 


lj td gi bb Set wal 
ce . i. . q 
moatsaqgiohizs 


= ,dorq 80.5 = F 


nS 
ae [nolamsysieDd> ~*~ 
- 4074 fA,€ = "4 


"6 ; ida 
far bawsvaos | ; 
Al ihe tari Be sa 


MPC 


MPC 


34} 


on 


30 


88 


‘“ 
ax 
se Conventional Participation 
Ny low ----- 
oa h igh 
‘ 
Anova _ 

source P. prob.. 

Main 8.78 001 
Gay ‘7-89 -006 
Conventional 14.26 O01 

Ineraction ~12 -/30 


Ce ae OP BO OkE rirede 


low high 
Gay participation 


38 . 
Tey Conventional Participation 
36 aN low ¢eeree 
*, medium---- 
: ‘ high 
34 e ? n 
arn 
3a Le a aot Anova 
wn bay eae a a a aR DSTO 
+ a ® source F. TOD es 
Main a 2. ~OOL 
30 Gay a5 .046 
Conventional 8.36 OO) 
Interaction 2210 084 
48 
26 
a4t se 
re) ; 
low medium high 


Gay Participation 


participation with 


Figure 4.8. MPC by joint 
‘ entional others  “(2-and 3° way divisions). 


gay and conv 


rol teqkorsza Isrobsrsyne) 


-=a54 Wo! =a" - ? 


———figth / 


wv 
or Ge. o7uU 
Vl. L nayit 
i y) 
i@ 4 
é . i i it 7 vi } 
; f } bs at 
EEE 
a 
dpid , wee 
rotisGlotitaq vee 
f bts : ‘ o 
as : 
-) 2 * 2: 
- J fi ita 
. bar 
ow as ‘ e AS 
*#e. ed 
%% * 
° . 
. ‘ ’ _ 
. “ 
a : 
+, aa, 
oe, < bat ee 
€ ari ~—" . ~ 
» ULI ¢ | ; : « _« D 
iGO. t ¢ fat | 
a0, eft Veo 
JOU. Of.8 loudtirauncd a . 
O60.  Of.5  haissnvetnt ie Be 


‘honoyaiwrs sa Fs 
s ih i y 
oe he 


89 


yet low on involvement with conventional society, a finding supportive 
of Myrick's (1974) contention that participation with gay society, to the 


extent it interfers with more conventional social ties may have detri- 


mental effects on the person, 


Participation Patterns and Adjustment 

A further examination of concomitants of social participation is 
provided in Tables 4.8 to 4.10, and in Figures 4,9 through 4.11. In 
general, individuals more involved with gay others tend to be more 
commited to and open about their sexual Orientation, and to have ex- 
perienced more rejection from the larger society but to anticipate less. 
There would appear to be few differences in terms psychological well- 
being, except in the area of guilt, with high participators feeling 
significantly less guilty than those more peripherally involved 
(Tables 4.9 and iecallepe 

Examining individuals in terms of their involvement with conventional 
others suggests that high participators tend to have experienced less 
rejection and to be more covert in revealing their sexual orientation. 
Psychologically, those individuals high in conventional participation 
tend to be less alienated, to have more stable self-concepts, to score higher 
in self-esteem and life-satisfaction, and to display a lower level of 
MPC (Tables 4.9 and 4.11). 

Figures 9 and 10 outline the relationships between measures of 
adjustment (self-esteem,self-stability, alienation and life-satisfaction) 
and conventional and gay involvement. These figures, as well as other 
data reported in the tables, suggest that personal and social adjustment 


among gay males is more strongly influenced by the contacts they have 
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gay and conventional others (continued next page) 
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Figure 4.9. Adjustment by particlpation (cont.) 
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Figure 4.10. Psychological adjustment by participation with 
gay and conventional others (4-way division) 
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Table 4.8. Mean MPC Values by Socio-psychological Characteristics 


a og ee es 


Level of Variable F Level of 
Characteristics Low Medium High 2,139 significance 
Ss ee ee eee 
Identification with con - 
ventional society 28.4 Sie 33.8 4.88 009 
Identification with gay 
society 33.6 Bvlec 2650 5.81 004 
Anticipated barriers to 
acceptance 28.5 SOG 34.1] 4.98 -008 
Experienced barriers to 
acceptance ZiheS syle t/ Bost Ly best ites. ~000 
Participation in gay 
society | 3267 29.4 31.8 129% e152 
Participation in 
society 34.3 31.4 27.9 6.95 001 
Age* 32.3 Bee 2955 Telo 316 
Socio-economic status Siok 30.4 2926 ey 043 
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—— 


* Low = 25 or less: medium = 26-35: high = 36 or more 
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Table 4.10. Social and Psychological Variables by Gay Participation 


See ee es ee 
Level of Participation Significance 
Variables Low Moderate High x Tau c 
Social Relations oe Percentage 
Anticipates high level of rejection 70.8 49.0 SOc} -001 - 000 
Feels most people dislike gays 68.8 leat SYS 0228 -100 
Feels most would make life difficult 47.9 42.9 24.4 2052 011 
Feels many pola mreer O£E relations. 5823 38.8 26.7 ~007 - C01 
Has experienced high levels of 
rejection 39.6 40.8 Whol -003 O01 
High on self-disclosure Sos! 40.8 Obed ' 001 - 000 
High on acceptance of stereotypes 60.4 B07) wy ee! 021 167 
Feels society is good as is 62.5 36.7 44.4 034 037 
High in gay identification Dijed 49.0 66.7 -OOL 000 


Psychological aspects 


High in self-concept stability 64.6 65.3 yy Pee) sod 0254 
High in self-esteem 41.7 Sy ee! 29.6 2249 -087 
High in alienation 56.3 33.8 48.9 0224 +236 
High in life satisfaction 72.9 83.7 80.0 2420 2195 
Feels happy about life the 81.6 84.4 - 658 - 183 
High in guilt feelings 43.8 24.5 26.2 -001 = ,000 
Has seen psychiatrist 27.1 18.4 31.1 0345 Neae 


r ; tae 
y. : 7s ae : ; | ~ : a 2 
nohanqotieat 009 iia arodaget bam | 


a —— 


ponwoi tins nolinykylgzet Jo davel 


s at “y AQ | eaagatetl) wd 
ayn ihestot | 
O00, 100. c.ef 0,05 8.0%. | nose aybex Bo Loved une 
00! . ess. &.¢2 hee as 8. eee outtaib siqoaq, 20am | 
fo, S20, sA8 oth 0,8. colo sheRrh ont ater bon 
feo. yoo, t,as ABE £.8% snudrde jms y¥o daood blyew. ene ct :o 
to sluvsl: dud tndmataagae 4 
foo. £00. filt 5 Oe 8.cF ae 
005. 10. t.4X Os fC swreos rath dion Go dem 
vel, £50, f.{c V,S€ $209 eauqioanete le saengran ae 
v40. aco. Ada oof c.50 ot oc Leog ct ase “els 
ooo, 100, a0 j.@a 7) £88 notsnotitzusbh gag ok dal : 
sdouqen ieotyotodayed 
Aes. pty. Ate Lea a;d0 oifidese aqvonoo-Eise at fat 
TRO. PAS. a.e¢ 1.32 v.fh wvasee-Rise ot na 
acs. «RSS (i A:Ci EC EE octia se , 


ser, Osh, = «508 NB, aosani-) ie wnat, at 


Table 4.11. Social and Psycho logical Variables by Conventional Participation 


~~ 


Level of Participation Significance 
Variables Low Moderate High Keoul Tauu 
ibe cee at Relations Percentage 
Anticipates high level of rejection 50.0 sy en 46.7 2580 2385 
Feels most people dislike pays 70.8 69.4 55.6 e2oD 063 
Feels most would make life difficult 33.3 44.9 37.8 499 »320 
Feels many would break off relations 33,3 44.9 46.7 360 -094 
Has experienced high levels of 
rejection 68.8 46.9 3363 -003 -000 
High on self-disclosure 64.6 42.9 35.6 2014 -002 
High on acceptance of stereotypes 39'..6 9361 Soll 361 ~129 
Feels society is good as is 56.3 SO 33.3 -069 014 


Psychological aspects 


High in self-concept stability 45.8 (es! 77.8 .006 - O01 
High in self-esteem 35.4 65.3 53.43 2013 037 
High in alienation 60.4 oom 2060 -007 -000 
High in life satisfaction B01 83.7 86.7 3037 009 
Feels happy about life 70.8 81.6 OIE 045 007 
High in quilt feelings 39.5 34.6 eect Oz ~044 


Has seen psychiatrist 31.3 26.5 17.8 solo Rede 
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with conventional as opposed t non-conventional others, 
While it is true that a minimal level of outside contact is ass- 
ocilated with lower adjustment, increasing levels of such contact beyond 
a moderate point does not appear to have an increasingly positive effect 
upon the individual. Iwo exceptions to this general statement are 
apparent. Increasing involvement with gay others is associated with 
Sreater self-disclosure. Increased openness about oneself may reflect 
Breater personal acceptance and thus be seen as a Sign of positive 
adjustments Similarly increased participation with Says Others s associ- 
ated with lessened feelings of guilt about onets sexual orientation. 
Figure 4.11 illustrates the relationships among measures of social 
adjustment mentioned earlier and joint levels of social participation. 
Of particular interest are the sub-figures dealing with self-esteem and 
Soe While the interaction between types of participation does 
not reach high levels of significance, the data points to the fact that 
reniehest level of self-acceptance and self~stability are to be ound 
among individuals who combine high levels of involvement with both con- 


ventional and non-conventional society. 


OVERT RESPONSES TO A MARGINAL SITUATION 

Life within a hostile social environment may have a dehabili- 
tating effect upon the indivdual and his patterns of social relations. 
Allport (1954), for example, suggested that a number of personality and 
behavior traits, ("traits due to victimization") found among minority 
group members could be traced to the common experience of living ina 
hostile social environment. Seaman (1958) applied a similar view in 
his discussion of intellectuals, while Hooker (1956) sought to account 


for behavior among gay people within this frame of reference. It may 
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Psychological Adjustment by joint participation 


with gay and conventional others (continued next page) 
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be at this level, of overt attitudes and responses, that the experience 
of living within a marginal situation May. manifest its most apparent 
effects. Some of these are positive: others reflect less favourable forms 
Of personal and social development. While the discussion which follows 
focuses upon negative patterns there is evidence that the experience of 
living in an ambivalent social situation had directly influenced some 
individuals in positive directions. For example, expressions of Sympathy 
for others facing oppression were often related to one's own experience of 
suffering, as were statements of increased insight and social awareness, 
and patterns of enhanced Striving, for some, within the occupational 
sphere, | 
More ususal are response patterns of a less favorable nature, 
In his discussion of stigmatized groups, Goffman (1963) suggested that 
there exists one identity standard in our Society. To the extent that 
individuals depart from this standard cievee vulnerable to feelings 
of inadequacy, shame, guilt and other forms of self-hate and devaluation, 
with consequent effects upon their patterns of social relationships. 
Self-devaluation may take many forms. At its most extreme it 
may be directed inward, manifesting itself in suicidal acts and in 
closely related but less virulent forms of chronic self-destruction, 
such as alcoholism and emotional disturbance (Nenninger, 1939), Alcoholism, 
for example, would appear to be especially prevalent among gay people - 
a reflection not only of attempts to cope with societal-induced Putic, but 
also a consequence of the more mundane fact that the Major social~recreation 
institution within most communities is the bar. In many Cases the bar is 


the community. 


Extreme forms of personality disfunction, whether manifest in terms 


of alcoholism, suicide, or other forms, and while traceable in many cases 
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minority of such individuals Most are less adversely affected. For 
the majority of gay people perhaps the more pervasive effects of the 
Marginal situation are to be seen dn attempts on their part to cope 
with an underlying defensiveness or insecurity with respect to their 
social status. Specifically, this can be seen in things such as a dis- 
satisfaction with being gay, in attempts to conceal onets gayness, to 
minimize the significance of being gay and to separate oneself from all 
which might be considered"disreputable™ within the gay community, and, 
more subtly and occuring in many forms, with a overriding concern to 
reassure oneself about the stability and security of one's social accept- 
ability. 

Table 4.12 provides some evidence of the frequency of socio~psycho- 
logical responses to minority status (minority responses) found in the 
sample under study. Whether or not these are excessively frequent is a 
matter of opinion. It would be the feeling here that they reveal a 
relatively high degree of defensiveness among gay people with regard to 
their status, particularly when one considers that the sample under 
study is largely composed of individuals relatively highly involved 
within gay community life and scoring towards the upper end on the measures 
of social and personal adjustment employed. For example, less than half 
of the sample reject outright the negative stereotypes held of them by the 
larger society. Furthermore, over half are still somewhat bothered 
(worried, concerned, guilty) about the fact that they are gay. Con- 
versations with gay people reveal in many cases inability to accept without 
reservation and self-devaluation the fact of being gay, often in con- 
junction with the recognition that these negative self-feelings stem 


from the social context within which the gay person operates, for example: 
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Table 4.12. Soc fal~psychological Responses to Minority Status 


Percentage 
Response agree uncertain disagree 
ee ee Es eelene et pata 
Stereotypes 
Sees gays as disturbed KS y ai! 14.1 47.8 
Feels gays are visible Bled, Ges 54.9 
Feels guilty 57.0 43.0 
Images 
Feels trouble caused by minority 69.7 14.8 - 1565 
Feels gay and straight not different 48.6 Grell BAS 
Rejects idea gays are superior 62.0 16.9 Dike 
Disassociates with known gays Seveiee L7TO) Sy/50) 
Primary bond to social class 51.4 13.4 3362 
Always aware of being gay 58.5 ie 33.1 
Denial 
Does not wish to be gay 16.2 20.4 63.4 
Would give up being gay 19.7 32.4 47.9 
Would live life over not gay 2309 30.3 45.8 
Covertness with respect to: (covert) (moderately open) (open) 
Family Saas 20.4 20.4 
Friends 40.9 2390 35.2 
4.9 incl, 
Employer 87.4 : 
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"You come to hate yourself after a while because you can't be yourself 
with people around." 

While the more direct Signs of self-devaluation (revealed through 
questionnaire responses to items dealing with the acceptance of societal 
Stereotypes and feelings of guilt, as well as through observational data) 
seem relatively frequent, these responses do not appear to be transferred 
aS frequently to a direct denial of one's group membership. Only a minority 
of respondents (19 percent) do not wish to be gay and close to 4 mIajority 
of individuals reject the idea that they would give up being gay (if the 
opportunity arose) or live their life over not-gay- On the other hand, 

a large percentage of individuals are highly covert with respect to dis- 
closure about their homosexuality. Whether concealment of one's homo- 
sexuality from significant others is a reflection of defensiveness in 
regard to group membership or self£-preservation is debatable. Undoubtedly 
Severe negative reactions to disclosure do occur; equally apparent is the 
fact that disclosure is not inevitably followed by hostile reactions. 

Field work experience would suggest that in most cases lack of 
self-disclosure is associated with a degree of defensivenss with respect 
to being gay, particularly with regard to disclosure to family and ee 

Defensiveness is also manifest in a number of social behaviors and 
attitudes, particularly in concerns with presenting a positive image to 
the conventional world, in attempts to deny differences among gay and 
straight, and in a lack of solidarity with other gay people. 

Fraser's (1957) description of symbolic status striving among the 
black bourgoisie is paralleled in many respects among middle and upper- 


middle class gay people. ‘The emphasis on clothes, travel, sociability, 


and residential arrangements can be seen both as symbolic status striving 


and as an attempt to construct a conventional facade for public consumption. 
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See for example Warren's (1974) reports of the housing patterns 
among gay people in the community she studied. Humphrey's (1972) 
discussion of the "breastplate of righteousness" assumed by certain 
participants in tea-room activities represents a related form of 
activity designed to cover an unconventional set of sexual activities by 
a more conventional life style. 

A concern with positive images can also be seen in. the. strong tendency 
to hold a small minority of Bay people responsible for the difficulties 
faced by the minority as a whole, the implicit assumption being made 
that only if gay people could "clean up their act" (and be more like 
everyone else) most of their difficulties would disappear, an assumption 
manifest at times in negative attitudes directed towards those individuals 
who most fit social stereotypes about homosexuals, particularly with 
regard to effeminacy. 

While it is true that the majority does tend to blame the whole 
minority and to have its prejudices reintorced by the actions of the 
more disreputable few it is surprising to find this attitude so common 
among respondents. 

In regard to ditferences among gay and straight a number of res-~ 
pondents, particularly among the more educated and successful, expressed 
strong antipathy to this idea. With respect to questionnaire results 
a majority rejected the idea that differences exist. A rejection of 
differences may simply reflect the awareness that gay people are like 
anyone else, a claim, like Shylock’s, to a conmon hmaanity. A less 
charitable interpretation would suggest that denial of difference represents 
an attempt to cope with defensiveness about gay status through a minimi- 


zation of the importance of that status. Rejection of difference was 
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at times accompanied in the field by objection to the work of activist 
groups (whose activities were often seen as irrelevant or unnecessary) 
and opposition to what were perceived as their goals and tactics (the 
later being perceived as somewhat unrespectable), as well as by a low 
degree of empathy for the plight of other Bay people caught within 
Oppressive practises of the larger society (their own Fault). 
As one respondent suggested, 

What they (activist groups) try “'te do is make people come 

out and be a minority. They want enough out so they are a 

minority and so they can put pressure on others. I'm not 

a minority. Itm a member of the majority - a human being. 

How many people are discriminated against. There's the rac- 

ing steward in Toronto (reference to John Damien) - one gay 

in Toronto. A woman gets fired for not putting it out with 

her boss. That's discrimination. Lots of things are dis- 

crimination. Look to end all discrimination. SUre, Dit 

not by setting yourself up aS a minority. Setting yourself 

apart from others. 

While many gays may hesitate to set themselves apart £rom others, 
this hesitation sometimes disappears when confronted with other gay people, 
For the sample as a whole more than half express greater closeness on 
social class as opposed to sexual lines although a sizeable minority 
feel a greater sense of association with other gay people irrespective 
of class. A similar minority express reluctance to associate with known 
Bay people. What is disliked in oneself becomes doubly painful when 
revealed in others, making group solidarity somewhat tenuous. 

The relative absence of solidarity is reflected in many aspects 
of gay community life, for example, in the tendency to blame a small 


minority for the social reputation of the minority as a whole, the 


hostility and contempt directed towards those departing most from con- 
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ventional normative Standards, the unwillingness of the vast majority 


to become involved, even discreetlyin the work of activist and gay community 


: 1 : eae 
organizations, 2 and in a general inability of many to work together to 


achieve common goals. A recent bit of grafitti summed up this tendency 
by suggesting that "if all the gay people in the world got together 
and planned :to go to the Brocery store, four of them might show up.” 

The data would suggest that the experience of living within a 
marginal situation manifests itself in a number of ways in the behavior 
of gay people. Survey data has pointed to the existence of responses 
indicative of a degree of defensiveness on the part of the sample in 
question. An examination of the frequency of such responses among in- 
dividuals differentially involved with gay and conventional society 
(Tables 4.13 and 4.14) does not reveal a strikingly consistent pattern. 
In general, however, such responses are less frequent among individuals 
more involved with gay others, and more frequent among individuals high 
in conventional involvement. A consideration of minority responses 
by joint levels of association with gay and conventional others suggests 
that such responses are consistently lowest among individuals high in 
participation with both types of others. 

Turning for a moment to the gay community as a whole, it can be 
tentatively suggested that the social situation faced by gay people gives 
rise, in many, to a degree of defensiveness and insecurity. The general 
response on the part of gay people to such a situation has been to turn 
to individualistic solutions or activities designed to provide the indi- 
vidual with reassurance that all is well. While these may take a number 


of specific forms depending on socio-economic status, age, the individual's 
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unique biography or other cause, they involve in part a concern with 

the presentation and maintenance of conventional facades, an emphasis 
on symbolic forms of status striving, and/or an opposition to and or 
avoidance of activities which might "rock the boat" or would call in 

to question individuals own safe and secure social positions. The 
majority of gay people have responded to being in a marginal situation, 
until relatively recently, by attempting to blend as inconspicuously 

as possible into the fabric of the larger society - they have sought re- 
assurance and refuge from the vissitudes of a potentially threatening 
environment by seeking to convince themselves that they were just like 
everyone else - a process accomplished in part by being more like everyone 


else. 
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Chapter 4 Footnotes 


1. 


In addition nineteen completed returns were received from gay females 
and twelve from inales who classified themselves as bisexual. On 

the basis of field work it is believed that a. large number of those 
who described themselves as bisexual were primarily oriented to a gay 
life style. Since the aim of this work was to examine responses 

to occupancy of an inconsistent status set these individuals were 

not included in the sample as their act of self-definition (as 
bisexual) removed them from an inconsistent situation, regardless 

of their behavior. 


While 20 males indicated membership in GATE this number exceeds the 
official paid membership total at the time of the study, and would 
appear to include paid up members, last years members who had not 

yet renewed their membership, and individuals whose involvement 
qualified them as members, in their own eyes. The discrepancy arises 
in that the year-end for memberships expired shortly prior to data 
gathering; given the somewhat amorphous nature of most gay liberation 
groups if is relatively unimportant. 


The degree to which dis-ease evident among members is a consequence 

of present activities or a reflection of previously existing and as 

yet unresolved personal problems is impossible to determine. A 
surprisingly high number of members would appear to have had life 
careers marked by interpersonal difficulties of various forms. Whether 
this represents a real difference in life-troubles or rather a greater 
honesty is once again difficult to determine, although my preference 

is towards the former interpretation. Without wanting to give the 
impression that activist/conmunity service organizations are peopled 

by "misfits" one has to recognize that activism-community service work 
tends to attract two types of people, those who recognize a need and 
work to fill it, and those who find in such organizations an atmosphere 
more tolerant of their personal idiocyncracies than available else- 
where in the community. 


A measure of occupational prestige was obtained by coding respondents! 
occupations according to the rating scale developed by Pineo and Porter 
(1967). Unfortunately, this data proved somewhat inadequate, in that 
many answers were either too vague for reliable classification or were 
missing altogether. Consequently socio-economic status was estimated 
by summation of income and education levels. 


A detailed analysis of gay baths and their role in the conmunity has yet 
to be done. With the exception of recent work by Weinberg and Williams 
(1975) much of the existing information is largely anecdotal and in- 
fluenced by the writers attitudes towards the sexual component of these 
institutions. While such settings provide opportunity for impersonal 
sexual gratification, to focus only on their sexua l role ignores their 
other "commnunity-centre-like"” functions. In addition, while sexual 
encounters within the baths may occur between individuals of recent 
acquaintanceship (if it can be called that) whose relationship may be 

of a somewhat limited duration, it does not necessarily follow that such 


encounters are best characterized by the term "impersonal", 
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While a detailed discussion of the baths is beyond the scope of this 
paper, it should be noted that any such discussion should focus on 
the social role of the baths, in addition. to their sexual one, and 
should be prepared. to place the nature of sexual activity among gay 
males within a context removed from the evaluative preconceptions and 
limitations of conventional perspectives. 


Identification with the larger conventional society was operationalized 

in two ways. The first, reported in the text, measures the extent to which 
the minority group member continues to view people like him from the per- 
spectives - with the stereotypes - of the dominant group, and is directly 
related to MPC. The second, (Comrey, 1972) provides a measure of general 
acceptance of society as it is. While it could be assumed that increasing 
acceptance of what has been called a homophobic society should, for the 
gay person, be associated with increased turmoil and inner contliee, Such 
does not seem to be the case totally. As figure 4.12 indicates both low 
and high levels of acceptance are associated with low levels of MPC. 
Figures 4,13 and 4.14 outline the relationship between acceptance of 
conventional society and gay identification and perceived barriers, 
respectively. 


For example, of the five items comprising the measure of alienation, 
four reveal significant differences by level of association with conven- 
tional others, but none are significantly affected by association with 
way Others (Table 4.15). 


Correlations between disclosure and measures of adjustment reveal a small, 
but consistently positive association between these measures. 


Warren (1974) provides a good discussion of the role of alcohol in both 
private and public forms of gay sociability. Most gay mmmunity organiz- 
ations have recognized the seriousness of alcohol related difficulties 
among gay people and many have started or are in the process of establi- 
shing both alternative contexts for socializing and self-help programs, 
often in conjunction with local AA groups. 


An unpublished Vancouver study (Tobaccao, 1974) suggests that other forns 
of drug use are also prevalent among gay populations. Hy own observations 
would lead to the feeling that frequency of use does not ditfer consider- 
ably from equivalent (age, socio-economic status) groups within conven- 
tional society. While evidence is slight it would appear that suicide 

may be more prevalent among gay people, a reflection perhaps of the greater 
personal isolation and social and spatial mobility among gay people. 


Of those respondents whose significant others definitely know about the 
subjects’ sexual preferences, the great majority reported highly accept- 

ing reactions. Those whose significant others did not know anticipated 

a lower degree of acceptance. Unfortunately there is no way of knowing 
the degree to which respondents have accurately read the potential reactions 
of these others. The degree of discrepancy between the two groups would 
suggest that there does exist an over estimation of negative reactions 

on the part of some individuals (see Table 4.16). 
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Figure 4.12. Mean MPC by acceptance of society 
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Figure 4.13. MPC by gay identificatim and acceptance of society 
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Table 4.15. Mean Level of Alienation by Gay and Conventional Participation 


SS ee ee 
Gay Conventional 
Type of : 
re Participation : Sig Participation ae 
L. M. H. *2.139 1p M. H. Fo.339 

Powerlessness ee, Zt P30 NieS Bio) ES. OR DUN N.S. 
Social | 

estrangement 5 IL ei iy aa 8 No Be S65) Bas Bos ~012 
Meaninglessnéss “¥254) ©2516. 293 N.S. 236 E25 Pere -012 
Alienated from 

work = Ped ee Oy tk moSe 2-6 2.2 Leg O12 
Culturally 

estranged 20) 260 Zee N.S. 220. (-Oo PUPES) BPE OSS 
Alienation 

Gtotaivscale)).<13.8 113.4, 13.5 Nose tee Mees Lae hoe E e001 


Table 4.16. Actual and Anticipated Reactions of Significant Others to 
Knowledge of Respondents' Sexual Orientation : 


Ss 


; Percent 
; Percent Percent Anticipated to 
Others _ Knowing* Accepting** be Accepting 
Mother (133)*** 50.6 66.7 BS iolt 
Father (120) 28.3 70.6 29.1 
Brother (100) 39.0 82.1 SNES 
Sister (109) 37.6 80.5 54.4 
Best friend - same ' 
sex (122) 50.8 90.3 63.3 
Best friend - ? 
opposite sex (121) D2 ee 90.6 64.9 
Employer (113) 10.6 83.3 30.7 
Work associates (112) lars 69.2 20.2 


* Includes only those who definitely know. 
** Includes only those who were totally understanding and accepting. 

Those otherswho were "tolerant" were classified as non-accepting. 
%**kk Number of cases. 
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Most gay activist Groups advocate a policy of openness on the 
rationale that being Say is nothing to be ashamed of and there- 
fore should be shared, as any other fact, with one's significant 
others. While agreeing with this position, it should be recog- 
nized that for many people in our society homosexuality is not 
just another fact about the person but is the person and thus is 
often the basis for very hostile reactions. Thus in some cases 
even the most self-accepting may find it prudent to be discreet, 


The number of individuals so involved is probably much less than 

l percent of the total population. In attempting to understand 
this low level of involvment one must give due regard to the level 
of social oppression existing within society. For example, follow- 
ing a successful CBC news report on GATE and its activities and 

a favorable newspaper article at least two telephone calls were 
received by the organization from gay people who objected to the 
publicity. One expressed the thought that life was easier if gay 
people remained totally invisible. 


Equally, if not more important is the fact that many individuals 

do not feel socially oppressed or personally troubled as a consequence 
of being gay and thus cannot see either the need for or value of 
collective action designed to improve the lot of the homosexual. 
Additionally it must also be recognized that activist Organizations, 
perhaps more so than other formal associations, fulfill important 
expressive needs for their members. ‘To the extent that most people 
have been able to find adequate companionship through private in- 
itiative a strong motivator of activist involvement is lost. 


Credit for the lack of support within the larger community for 
activist groups must also go to these organizations themselves. 

They have sometimes been remiss in working to overcome the socio- 
economic and age barriers which separate them from many others and 
in attempting to explain the misconceptions which exist within the 
larger community with regard to their activities, Their members 

are often insensitive to the needs and accomplishments of the 'average!? 
community member, and tend to approach many matters rigidly and with 
an alr of moral superiority. That said, they are often the best, 

if not the only, support available to many gay people in times of 
trouble. 
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Chapter 5 


COPING WITH MARGINAL SITUATIONS 


This chapter will draw together and account for some of the findings 
previously presented in the light of available knowledge about the Edmonton 
gay community and gay communities in general. Attention will be focused 
on the role of involvement with gay and conventional others in influenc- 
ing successful adaptation to marginal situations, with eee emphasis on the 
gay comunity and the development of that community in relation to the 


marginal situation facing gay people. 
PSYCHOLOGICAL MARGINALITY 


The data support the general theoretical stance outlined in the 
literature on psychological marginality. For individuals occupying a 
marginal social position, the degree to which they display evidence of 
psychic dis-ease is directly related to their experience (and antici- 
pation) of barriers to full acceptance and parircapatton @ipche eh Leeson 
the society as a whole, and to their continued acceptance of societal 
stereotypes about "people like them". Most psychologically marginal are 
those individuals high in both the experience of barriers (or their 
anticipation) and the acceptance of societal views about their devalued 
Status (rigure 4,5). 

Additionally, an examination of MPC in relationship to social in- 
volvement with gay and conventional society reveals a significant association 
between patterns of participation and psychological marginality. Both 
types of participation are related to a reduced level of MPC with the 
stronger and more consistent association present in the case of conventional 


participation. Least marginal were those individuals most highly involved 
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with both social orders (Figure 4.8). 

The measures utilized here reveal no interaction between identifi- 
cation with gay and conventional society and the appearance of psychological 
marginality. This suggests that the role of culturally conflicting elements 
is less significant in the appearance of MPC, at least for a sample of gay 
respondents, than the overt signs of rejection from the larger society. 

The experience of psychological marginality would appear to be part 
of a general constellation of traits indicating lowered personal and 
social adjustment. Signs of MPC are associated with lowered self-esteem, 
decreased self-stability, higher levels of guilt and alienation, and 
lower levels of life-satisfaction. 

These findings are of interest in that they demonstrate that the 
situation facing the gay person can be successfully conceptualized in 
terms of marginal man theory and that the processes applicable to other 
marginal situations are also to be found operating in the case of gay 
people. The data support the idea that gay people should be considered 
from within the same perspectives as are applied to other disadvantaged 
groups. While the criterion for the social disenfranchisement of gay 
people differs from that of other groups, this fact does not negate the 
operation of similar processes of societal reaction: and response. While 
a unique Pinociry in some respects, gay people confront similar pressures 


and respond in ways comparable to other marginal aggregates. 


Limitations 


The potential practical significance of the above findings is 


limited by at least two factors. The first limitations is suggested 
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by an awareness that while the psychological concomitants of marginal 
situations follow hypothesized patterns, most individuals in this 
sample and in other marginal aggregates, do not appear to be particularly 
troubled or perturbed by their situation - at least in terms of psycho- 
logical responses. Most respondents appear to be individuals of average 
or above average levels of adjustment as revealed by their scores on 
measures of MPC, self-esteem, self-stability, alieqatioceand life- 
satisfaction. Approximately 80 percent of the sample reported themselves 
to be at least moderately happy and satisfied with the way their life 
is going. Similarly, in terms of the conventional criteria of education, 
occupation, and income, by which people are ranked in our society, the 
respondents fare quite well. 
A number of years ago Cory wrote that 
a person cannot live in an atmosphere of universal 
rejection, of widespread pretence, of a society that 
outlaws and banishes his activites and desires, or 
a social world that jokes and sneers at every turn 
without a fundamental influence on his personality 
(Gory) W9sie 12). 
The findings of the present study do not support this view. This is 
perhaps less a limitation and more an encouragement to explore the 
circumstances under which individuals cope WithsGiLeLicult Situations 
and manage to find personal and social satisfactions in the face of 
hostile environments. 
A second limitation arises from the question of the relative 
importance of psychological marginality in terms of the possible conse- 
quences of marginal situations. One recalls for instance Dickie-Clark's 


(1966b) suggestion that marginal situations may have their most visible 


effects not at the psycho logical level, but in terms of more overt 
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behavioral and attitudinal responses. For example, in chapter 3 it 
WaS Suggested that many gay people experience a degree of unease and 
defensiveness arising from societal evaluation of homosexuality. 
Attempts to cope with this ambivalence can take a variety of forms, 
including a concern with tiaintaining a positive image before the world. 

One of the features apparent within the Edmonton gay community, 
and others, is a fairly consistent rejection of and hostile or dis- 
paraging attitude towards those gay people who display and/or engage 
in stereotypic "gay behaviors.'' These attitudes would appear to be part 
of a larger set of responses stressing respectability and conventional- 
ity. Faced with an ambiguous social situation, it would appear that 
many gay people have sought to reassure themselves and consolidate their 
own social status through acquiring the attitudinal and physical 
accoutrements of middle class conventionality, and as a consequence 
tend to react negatively to anything which would threaten, even in- 
directly, their own position - one of which is stereotypic gay people. 

A concern with maintaining a positive image may involve both put 
downs of those individuals whose presence brings discredit upon the 
group (as viewed from the perspective of the dominant social group) 
and attempts to separate oneself from them, as well as attempts to 
present oneself in ways deemed acceptable according to the values of 
the dominant groups. This can include, in part, the acquisition of 
material objects - clothes, living arrangements ~ designed to represent 
ones' social and personal well being and acceptability - a process which 
slides imperceptibly into the area of symbolic status striving. Any 


suggestion that gay people are particularly prone to the acquisition of 
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objects or experiences for status as opposed to intrinsic purposes must be 
tempered with the realization that most gays tend to have a larger disposable 
income than their more familially committed counterparts. On the other hand, it 
must also be recognized that the nature of gay society, removed as it is from 
the more conventional structures and modes of evaluation, places a greater 
premium upon visible signs in judging personal worth, at least in the initial 
Stages of contact. 

An area of great importance to individuals and one in which the in- 
fluences of occupancy of a marginal situation may also be apparent, at 
other than the level of personality conflict, is that of occupation. 

While most writers recognize that gay people are distributed through- 
out the occupational hierarchy there exists a tendency to assume a dis- 
proportional concentration within certain status levels, and within certain 
occupational groupings, that is, within lower socio-economic levels and 
within service (hairdresser, waiter, orderly)and/or artistic categories, 
(dance, and interior design). Humphreys writes: 

My own research indicates that a disproportionally 
high number of male homosexuals find employment as 
hospital orderlies, and technicians, travelling 
Salesmen, rétail sales clerks, short order cooks, 
and waiters (Humphreys, 1972:34). 

Greenfield et. al.(1972: 26-27) echo a similar theme in their dis- 
cussion of restrictive discrimination. These patterns, to the degree they 
are correct, can be seen as reflecting both a movement of the discriminated 
into categories in which personal biographies are less important as well as 
the turning of individuals towards choices which they feel are suitable for 
gay people. That is, biased occupational distributions may reflect both 


responses to discriminatory treatment as well as anticipatory avoidance 


of discrimination by movement into occupations deemed more tolerant or 


accepting. 
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Sullivan (1974), on the other hand, in an examination of career 
patterns among gay people points to the temporal priority of occupation- 
al choice and the minimal influence of sexual preferences upon this 
choice, as well as to strong evidence of upward mobility among many of 
his respondents. In only a minority of cases was being gay seen to have 
influenced occupational choice through a push towards stereotypic 
Occupations and an avoidance of fields deemed more oppressive of gay 
people, particularly in their demand for traditional masculine role 
playing. 


Available information on the relationship between careers and 


sexual orientation is scant and largely suggestive rather than definitive. 


While agreeing with Humphreys that relatively few gay people are able to 
find employment free from the menace that their sexual lives might be 
exposed, it does not necessarily eis, that they are "forced to make 

a living in jobs that carry rather low prestige, security, and rewards." 
One suggestion as to possible relationships would be to say that while 
being gay does not drastically affect choice of occupation at higher 
socio-economic levels it does influence patterns of choice at lower 
levels, this pattern being revealled in an over representation of gay 


people in the categories mentioned by Humphreys as opposed to others at 


a similar socio-economic level. It can also be suggested that individuals 


who become aware of their sexual orientation at an early age are more 
susceptible to stereotypic influences which exist relating homosexuality 
and occupational choice. In so far as they are less likely to have 
committed themselves to alternative occupattons prior to coming out 


their range of alternatives may be more constrained by the activities of 


1 
more visible members of the gay community. 
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Even less is known of the relationship between career patterns and 
sexual orteneectont= On one hand the relative absence of alternative com- 
mitments could enable more energy to be directed to the task at hand as 
well as reducing ties which might bind individuals to distasteful job 
situations. On the other hand, anxiety about exposure of one's homo- 
sexuality may be reflected in an increased avoidance of controversial 
issues and positions. At best one can say only that the potentialities 
for problems within the occupational sphere are among the more immediately 
felt concerns facing gay people - concerns which stem directly from the 
experience of living in a marginal situation. 

While psychological responses to marginal situations are important 
it must be kept in mee that they are only one aspect of the total picture 
and one must also be aware that marginal situations also make their effects 
felt on a more overt behavioral level. A focus only eh psychological 
marginality runs the risk of ignoring the more general adaptive response 


individuals make in their efforts to cope with difficult situations. 


COPING WITH MARGINAL SITUATIONS 
Rejecting the Situation 

The most effective manner in which individuals cope with the 
ambiguities and conflicts raised by a gay identity is through failure 
to acquire the identity in the first place. Unlike other devalued 
statuses in which the being is inseparable from the doing a distinction 
can be made between the practice of homosexual acts and the possession of 
a homosexual or gay identity.? Homosexuality refers to a situated 
activity: being gay to a trans-situational identity. As long as the 
individual is able to separate the two he is able to engage pRaW ietets 


practice without encountering the difficulties associated with the identity. 
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Such a course is not available to other marginal aggregates, For example, 
a Japanese-Canadian remains of Japanese ancestry whether he does anything 
"Japanese" or not. 

One way in which individuals are able to have the practise without 
the identity is to claim an alternative identity, for example, bisexual 
instead of gay. Whether there actually is something in reality which 
constitutes a bisexual (or homosexual or heterosexual for that matter) 
is a debatable point. What is not debatable is the fact that this category 
exists and is used by individuals to provide acceptable accounts ‘i of there 
behavior. Such a-tactic would appear to be successful. Weinberg and 
Williams (1974:207-215) report that individuals so classified do not 
report greater psychological difficulties than individuals who see then 
selves as gay. While the number of bisexual respondents in this study 
was small (N=12) these individuals did not appear to differ from the 
gay males in psychological adjustment. 

In addition to identity substitution there exist a number of other 
devices by which individuals may justify or excuse sexual activities with 
members of the same sex so that these practises may continue without the 
individual being forced to acquire a gay or homosexual identity (See 
for example, Humphreys, 1970). The list of such devices or rationaltzations 
is perhaps limited only by the imagination of those involved. Conmon 
tactics include limiting sexual activity to a few forms or practises 
of a 'masculine nature’, defining the activity as a temporary phase prior 
to moving to a more permanent heterosexual life-style and justifying the 
act in terms of the qualities of the partner (a favor to a special friend), 
or in terms of ones own needs or States (highly sexed, the "Oh was I 


Drunk Last Night" syndrome). While of varied nature they have in common 


the fact that they enable the individual to engage in homosexual practises 
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without assuming a gay identity. 

The examination of these practises was not a patt of this study 
and people who employed them did not usually come to the attention of 
this researcher. They are of interest, however, because individuals who 
now classify themselves as gay reported use of such justifications in 
the early stages of their involvement in homosexual activities. It would 
appear that the breakdown of acceptable accounts forces the individual 
either to give up his homosexual activities or to acquire a homosexual 
identity. Those who follow the second path find themselves in the 
social situation described by Cory earlier. Most, however, appear to 


cope with it quite well. 


Patterns of Social Involvement 

Upon awareness of his homosexuality the individual is faced with 
two facts: one, that he is homosexual, and two, that homosexuals are 
"sick, perverted, and degenerate individuals condemned to a life of 
loneliness, despair and misery" (with perhaps visions of eternal damnation 
added for those raised within one of the more bible-based persuasions). 
Successful adaptation to a homosexual identity would appear to require 
at the minimum a neutralization of negative societal views and a cognitive 
reordering of what it means to be homosexual (Dank, 1971). Additionally, 
the individual must ensure the continued satisfaction of wants and needs 
he has come to value through his socialization within a heterosexual 
society. 

A major factor in meeting these requirements, and thus, in the 
successful handling of a difficult situation,? is the pattern of social 


relationships established by the individual with his significant others, 
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both gay and straight. The data suggest that the higher levels of ad- 
justment are associated with increased participation with gay and conven- 
tional others, with the highest levels found among those individuals who 
combine at least a moderate degree cd. involvement with gay others while 
retaining a moderate to high degree of involvement with conventional 
institutions andothers(Figure 4.8). 

While these results support the often impressionistic writings 
of those who argue for the supportive effects of participation within 
a gay subculture, a word of caution is in order. Taken by themselves 
degrees of involvement with gay others are less consistently associated 
with personal and social adjustment than involvement in conventional 
social structures. Beyond some moderate level increasing gay involvement 
would appear to have little effect in promoting further adjustment. 
For the range of responses reported here such does not seem to be the 
case for conventional forms of involvement. 

These findings reflect the influence of certain confounding 
variables and the differing roles played by types of participation 
in the promotion of social and personal adjustment. One of the variables 
influencing results is socio-economic status, which is directly associated 
with both adjustment and participation with conventional others, while 
bearing an inverse relationship to levels of gay involvement. Analysis 
of variance, with socio-economic status as a covariate, reduces somewhat 
the association between adjustment and conventional participation while 
increasing the relationship between adjustment and gay involvement. In 
all cases, however, the relationship between adjustment and conventional 


participation is at a higher level of significance than the equivalent 


adjustment/gay involvement relationship. 
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This is not to deny the importance of close ties with devalued 
others. The role of these ties however, in promoting a successful life 
adaptation differs from that of ties to conventional institutions and 
others. Coping adequately with a gay identity requires first a neutral-- 
ization of negative societal views and a cognitive reordering of what it 
means to be gay, and secondly a continued provision of reinforcements the 
individual has come to value in the process of growing up. ‘The former 
would appear to be available only ey the intervention of gay others: 
the latter, given the institutionally incomplete nature of gay community 
life, is most readily and abundantly accessible from conventional sources. 

An analysis of involvement with gay and conventional others suggests 
that gay involvement is conducive to adjustment in that it functions to 
reduce the individuals unrealistic fears associated with difficulties en- 
countered in being gay and to provide him with a cognitive re-orientation 
as to the meaning of being gay including an increased acceptance of a gay 
identity. The data indicate that involvement with gay others leads to a 
reduction in the degree of negative societal reaction anticipated from 
conventional others. Through increased contact with those who handle gay 
identities without difficulty the individual is able to replace the 
Stereotype of a monolithic rejecting heterosexual world with a more real- 
istic appraisal of possible reactions from conventional others (Kitsuse, 
1962), a finding parallel to that reported by Weinberg and William (1974:198- 
199). Im so far as anticipated rejection is associated with ialadjustment 
(specifically MPC), increased involvement. leads to an increase in personal 
adjustment. 

Secondly, and equally important, increased involvement with gay others 


is associated with a redefinition of what it means to be gay, in terms other 
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than those nrovided by secietal stereotypes and an increased acceptance 
of one's identity as gay which in turn is reflected in increased ad- 
justment and life ieeene” As Fieure 5.1 indicatese17 1S ot 
particination with gay others itself which influences adjustment Cin 
this case MPC) but rather the individuals acceptance of and commitment 
to a gay identity 

A model of the interrelationships among forms of social partici- 
pation and one indicator of adjustment, the degree to which individuals 
display signs of MPC, is presented in Figure 5.2. The numbers on the 
figure represent standardized path coefficients. The data suggest 
that while involvement with gay others is not directly associated with 
adjustment it is indirectly related through its ability to reduce feel- 
ings of anticipated rejection and to increase individuals! acceptance of 


gay identity. A moderate amount of social involvement is sufficient to 


ag! 


a 


accomplish this goal. Increased involvement, to the extent that it inter- 


fers with conventional participation may have a detrimental effect upon 
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adjustment. Additionally, high levels of participation with gay others 
increase the possibility that individuals will encounter greater rejection 
from the larger society, a factor related to lowered adjustment.’ 

Involvement with conventional others is more directly related to 
overall adjustment than is Bay participation. There exists a direct 
relationship between adjustment and participation with conventional 
others, a relationship which persists when controls for possible inter- 
vening variables, for example, experienced rejection and commitment to a 
gay identity, are applied. This is not to say that participation per se 
Causes greater adjustment. Rather, participation with conventional 
others provides the indivdual with satisfactions unavailable elsewhere 
which, in turn, results in greater adjustment. While the gay community 
may be able to meet many of its members? sociability needs it is unable 
to fulfill many of the other goals sought by people in our society - 
most notably economic security, but also satisfactions arising from 
participation within familial settings, religious associations and 
other conventional institutions. 

Until such time as gay people either reject the importance of 
these needs in their lives, an unlikely possibility fer most given 
their early socialization within conventional society, and/or deve lop 
comparabie institutions to meet these needs within the gay community, 
successful adaptation to gay status would appear necessarily based 
upon moderate to high levels of involvement with conventional society - 
with the most successful adjustment being seen in those individuals who 


also maintain moderate to high degrees of involvement with gay others, 


THE GAY COMMUNITY 


While confirming the supportive nature of involvement with gay 
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others, the results contradict somewhat oLiginal "expectations, in that 
involvement with conventional others is more strongly and consistently 
associated with successful adaptation to Bess status than is sub- 
cultural involvement. It has been suggested that one explanation for 
this phenomenon lies in the differing roles played by each type of in- 
volvement, namely, that gay involvement provides the individual with 
cognitive rationalizations of his situation and fulfills many of his 
sociability needs, while other forms of participation lead to the 
Satisfaction of other wants and needs conducive to successful adjustment. 
The limited influence of social involvement with other gay people re- 
flects in part the incomplete nature of gay community institutions. 
Despite their numbers gay people have been unable to create a multi- 
dimensional community structure to meet the requirements of their 
particular social situation. 

A number of gay spokesmen enue even suggested that a gay community 
does not exist; usine as evidence the lack of cohesive Social or psycho- 
logical ties uniting gay people, the existence of mutually exclusive and 
opposing factions within the gay constituency and variations in normative 
and socio-cultural standards found among gay people. The existence of 

9 
community is both a matter of degree and a product of definitions used, 
Critical commentaries on the nature of gay worlds often tell more about 
the images people hold for community than of the community itself. 19 
What is clear from these comments is not that the gay comnunity does not 
exist but rather, as presently constituted it does not meet the expecta- 
tions and desires of many of its members. 


The following pages briefly explore factors which contribute to the 


institutionally incomplete nature of gay communities. The level of 
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comunity development reflects influences of the overall marginal 
situation, Additionally, the state of the community exists as a major 
factor facing individuals as they move into gay worlds and continue 
their gay careers.}! Both points suggest the importance of looking 

at gay communities more closely. The intent here is not to argue 
either for or against the..existing state of affairs but rather to 


suggest how this situation has arisen. 


Factors Atfecting Gay Community Development 

A segitent of the population will usually develop institutional 
arrangements: to satisfy needs unable to be met within the larger society, 
either because such needs are unique to the group in question, for example, 
the desire to preserve a distinctive cultural heritase, or as a con- 
sequence OC the exclusion of group members from participation in exist- 
ing structuyes. Such a development is less advanced in the case of gay 
people than. among other marginal aggregates. In general development of 
the gay comunity has been hindered by two factors, the nature of the 
barriers facing gay people and the format of their early socialization 
experiences, 

A significant feature affecting the gay community has been the 
nature of the sanctions gay people confront. As stated in Chapter 3 these 
are relatively severe and wide ranging in theory, while easily transcended 
in practice, As long as individuals restrict the manifestations of a gay 
identity to the demi-world of bars, baths, and private settings they run 
little risk of endangering their position within conventional society. 
Our society would appear fairly tolerant of departure from normative standards, 
departure is handled in ways which do not question the lepgiti- 
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macy of the norms involved, a fact not restricted to homosexuality but 
applicable as well to other fomns of rule violation (Simmons, 1969). 

It is only when individuals move beyond the point of self imposed 
discretion and towards attempts to end the separation of gay and straight 
worlds that they run the risk of increased public reaction. The motivation, 
therefore, to work for public change or elaboration of gay institutions so 
as to meet difficulties Bay people encounter is largely lacking, particularly 
among those individuals most equipped through education or social position 
to offer such assistance. Thus, it can be said that the nature of the 
barriers confronting gay people acts as a major force contributing to the 
Structurally underdeveloped nature of the gay community. 

Another factor influencing the existing shape of gay ‘society lies in 
Say peoples! early life socialization, an experience which reduces the scope 
of group-specific needs, limits the awareness of possibilities for an alter- 
native cultural identity, and provides them with cultural scripts and models 
which are inappropriate to their situation 

Unlike many other marginal aggregates gay people do not grow up 
within a gay cultural environment. Rather, the potential gay person is 
raised within the conventional society. His attitudes, desires, goals, 
preferences, and prejudices reflect the influence of his particular socio- 
economic or ethnic heterosexual milieu. Therefore, the homosexual is first, 
foremost, and most importantly, a heterosexual, who happens to attain sig- 
nificant social and sexual satisfactions from members of his own sex. 

The importance of this fact in understanding the gay community can- 
not be overemphasized. The individual's basic needs and goals have been 
defined and set, as well as provided for, by conventional society. In so 


far as he does nothing unusual he remains a member in good standing of this 
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society and recetves its benefits. Unlike the situation facing most other 
minority group members, the gay person must first step outside the customary 
range of his experience in Order to affiliate himself with like others 
(In this regard homosexuality is aimuch more an achieved as opposed to an 
ascribed status). In so doing he runs the risk of isolating himself from 
much that he has come to value and cherish. ‘Thus a major pressure for the 
elaboration of subcultural institutions, namely, the existence of unmet 
needs, is largely lacking in the case of gay people in that, due to 
their socialization within a heterosexual milieu, they have come to share 
to a great extent the needs and preferred solutions of the dominant society. 
Institutional arrangements inay also arise in response to members? 
desires to preserve and perpetuate a distinctive and valued cultural heritage. 
For similar reasons this feature is absent in the case of gay minorities. 
Yot only have pay people come to view their major needs and goals in terms 
of the values of the larger society (a process perhaps common to most 
minorities), but also, they have come to define their past, present and 
future and themselves in terms of the reflected appraisals of the larger 
society. These appraisals are for the most part either condescending, neg- 
ative, or non-existent and provide a poor basis for the elaboration of 
community beyond the socio-sexual realm. Given this background the best 
most gay people could hope for was to advance the claim that gays were "dust 
like everyone else" - but with a minor difference. While such a claim may 
or may not be true, its advocacy can limit the possibility that one will 
explore alternatives, 
A people's present becomes meaningful tn relation to both their 
past and future. Most gay people have been denied a sense oftheir history 


and an awareness of struggles, triumphs, and tragedies. Lacking a past 
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they possess no future. The major problem in gay community development 
is not that gay people share the needs and goais of the larger society but 
that they have come to define themselves from the perspectives of that 
society rather from thelr own experience. Until such time as it is 
possible to reconstruct the past and awaken within gay people an aware- 
ness of historical events and personages it will remain exceedingly difficult 
to create viable communities, in either the present or future, which 
transcend the recreational and which are attuned to the possiblities of 
developing truly alternative life styles. 

The influence of heterosexual society is also evident at a more 
specific level. When stepping into the gay world the individual does not 
travel without baggage but carries with him a host of attitudinal and 
behavioral responses which increase the difficulties involved in 
attaining satisfactions within the alternative community. Social 
class or ethnic prejudices do not disappear upon entrance to the comm- 
unity but retain their divisive impact. While they may not impede 
sexual contacts neither do they provide a firm bases for mutual co-operation, 
Additionally, sexist attitudes and biases have often prevented gay men and 
women from working together for conmon goals. t4 

Acquired attitudes connected with the practice of homosexuality and 
towards gay people in general, while pecced with increasing gay involvement, 
remain to influence behavior. Until such time as individuals can un- 
reservedly accept their own sexual/social orientation they are apt to 
experience difficulty in accepting others who share that orientation. 
While not wishing to overstress either the frequency or severity of self - 
or group - disparaging attitudes among gay people, we must recognize that 


many are far from the point of total acceptance and that the existence of 


such feelings can impede the ability of people to work together harmoniously. 
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In a related vien it should be noted that the models available as 
guides for the construction of gay life styles are those dominant within the 
larger society. These models, whether in the area of personal or inter- 
personal behavior, developed as a response to existing needs within a 
heterosexual milieu and may be dysfunctional when applied Uncuitically or 
without modification to behavior needs within a gay environment. For 
example, cultural notions of appropriate masculine behavior may act as 
barriers to the realization of Satisfying personal relationships within 
the gay community. To the degree that males in our society are socialized 
to be competitive, non-emotional,and to dominant social Situations, the 
establishment of stable egalitarian relationships between two males 
is subject to increased tension and becomes more difficult to achieve. 

Similarly, in the handling of long term commitments, the mutual 
obligations implied by terms such as lover, life-mate, or living partner 
are at best only vaguely defined, forcing individuals to seek through 
trial and error solutions which in heterosexual marital relationships 
are more clearly specified and understood. To the degree that gay 
life styles involve areas not covered or provide for by existing cultural 
conventions gay people are apt to experience difficulty in working out 
satisfactory solutions to life problems, difficulties complicated by the 
existence and predominance of existing heterosexual models, or what one 

; 14 
writer has spoken of as "straight white patterns". 

That a gay community exists at all is largely a function of members? 
needs for social and sexual gratifications:> satisfactions which cannot be 
totally filled within the larger society. These needs, taken in con- 


junction with the opposing pressures previously mentioned, are insufficient- 


ly broad to give rise to an elaborate range of community institutions. 
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it might be most accurate to characterize the gay community as a 
central clearinghouse wherein individuals can find the means, that is, 
gay others, with which to fulfill their private needs. Gay people come 
Cogethervas a collectivity in the search for what are primarily personal 
Satisfactions. Once these have been secured the community loses much of 
its appeal to individuals. Not only do the formal institutions offer an 
insufficiently broad range of activities to hold the continued interest 
of most people, but also, the activities performed within the community 
can often be carried out more enjoyably within less competitive and 
more physically attractive, alternative settings once the appropriate 
Others have been ‘found. 

The gay community remains a recreationally-oriented, leisure-time 
escape for most of its members, separated physically, temporally, and 
perhaps ideationally from broader concerns. While most recreational 
Satherings seek to provide their participants with escape from xoutine 
Cares and troubles this experience seems more pronounced within the 
Say community. Perhaps as a consequence of the suppression of a Bay 
identity within the larger society, conventional activities and concerns 
take on less relevance in the gay world. Warren (1974) makes the distinction 
between time spent in the straight world and time lived in the gay world, 
I€ one is only alive in the gay world (if that is the "real world''), 
then what is happening outside is unreal, a bad dream from which one has 
temporarily awoken, and of only minor concern when one is in the conmunity. 

To review, the gay community is able to meet only a few of the 
needs of its members due to its limited organizational development. The 


paucity of conmunity structures is largely attributable to the particular 


Combination of situational features within which such structures have been 
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forced to grow, namely, the influence of the heterosexual socializing 
milieu, the social pressures homosexuals face (and their ability to 

evade them), and the nature of the needs themselves which bind individuals 
to one another. Of overriding influence is the multifaced effect of con- 
ventional influence in reducing unique needs and in dispensing with a gay 
cultural tradition and authentic sense of identity. While these factors 
need not prevent the eventual elaboration of gay community structures they 
do suggest the magnitude of the task facing those who would seek to build 

a community more PER ponei ents a wider variety of individual and collective 


needs. 
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Chapter 5 Footnotes 
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Data on this point are largely anecdotal and confounded by associa- 
tions with socio-economic background. Survey data indicate that indi- 
viduals of present high socio-economic status were more likely to report 
awareness of being gay at a latter age, than those of lower present status, 
An association between present low status and age of sexual awareness 
undoubtedly reflects in part the influence of familial socio-economic 
status, with individuals of low status more likely to have awakened to 
their sexual orientation at an early age and to be less programmed 

for high status positions. On the other hand the fact of orientation 
choice at an early age can be seen as directly influencing a movement 
towards lower status occupations via a number of routes including 
greater susceptibility to societal stereotypes, the influence of visible 
gay models, increased familial tensions, and the positive pull of a gay 
world, which for the young may be much more enticing than the con- 
ventional prescriptions of study and career. 


iripp (1975) = presents an interesting discussion of occupations and 
homosexuality, with specific reference to governmental work. 


This distinction is usually not made by the general public, except in 
special circumstances, for example, in situations of deprivation of 
female contact such as prisons and then usually only when the individual 
takes the more active or 'masculine! role. 


It should also be noted that the term "accounts'tis not being employed in 
a pejorative sense, but rather as used by Scott and Lyman (1968:46), 

as a linquistic device employed whenever an action is subject to 
valuative inquiry. Following their useage the description of self as 
accepts responsibility for the Ace in qUestion, bUt denies the pe- 
jorative quality associated with it. Accounting for one's homosexual 
acts in terms of one's highly-sexed nature or as a product of drunked- 
ness would be examples of excuses, that is, accounts in which one 

admits that the act in question is bad, wrong, or inappropriate but 
denies full responsibility. 


It should be noted that for some individuals awareness is not a movement 
into a difficult situation, but is accompanied by a feeling of release, 

of knowing who one is, of coming Thome® at last. This is perhaps particul- 
arly so for those individuals whose acceptance of a homosexual identity 

fs simultaneous with their final rejection of societal views on homo- 
sexuality. This would be true for individuals who retain a bisexual 
identity while dabbling in the gay community and reorienting their 
thinking about homosexuals. Not all individuals, however, are able to 
maintain acceptable accounts intact until they are no longer required. 


For the majority accounts collapse with the Indaviduales tole in poss= 
ssion of societal” views on homosexuality: for them the Eransition 15 


wo 


into a difficult situation. 
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Through interaction with gay others the individual acquires not only the 
cognitive orientations which enable him to neutralize societal views 
about homosexuality and to justify and accept his own categorization 

as gay, but also the specific social skills and factual information which 
enable him to function and successfully within the gay world. These are 
inter-related and probably occur simultaneously. 


Weinberg and Williams (1974:198-199) suggest that both anticipated and 
experienced rejection are negatively related to involvement with gay 
others. It would appear that they used the same scale to measure both 
anticipated and experienced societal reactions, while separate measures 
were employed here. There would appear to be little relationship between 
the two type of perceived barriers. Individuals who anticipate a highly 
negative societal reaction are apt to behave in ways which do not elicit 
a negative reaction, and thus their experience of rejection is low. 
Individuals who are involved with gay others to a greater degree are more 
apt to find themselves in situations where they experience rejection; 
however, they are also aware that the reactions of conventional society 


are not totally monolithic and negative. 


High participators) tend toiexperience less xcrejectionjowhich dim’ part 
helps to account for some of the relationships between adjustment and 
participations: also, high participators tcend! tos scorerlowers in wom tment 
to’ ai egay identity, thus affecting the relationship. Controlling, for 
both these variables still leaves a significant relationship between 
participation with conventional others and adjustment. 


As used here community refers to a segment of the population who tend to 
interact with one another in overlapping friendship networks, to share 
interests and outlooks that are similar, and to participate in coinmon 
institutions (Effrat (1974:3). 


Effrat's discussion points to the fact that mmmunity is not an absolute 
phenomena but rather a variable one. We can and do have degrees of 
community. At one extreme we have a situatim in which all the in- 
dividual's needs can be met within the existing community structures; 

at the other, a situation in which only limited needs of members are 
satisfied within the community. See also Poplin (1972). 


For example, a number of writers appear to suffer under the misappre- 
hension that real communities arise and persist as a consequence of 

the positive ties and attractions which draw members into the collecti- 
vity. Collectivities which arise as a function of outside pressures 
are somehow less real. Sullivan (1974) therefore states that "The 

gay community is less a conmunity than a part-time refugee camp." 


Wittman (1972:339) has written: 


We are refugees from Mmericka. So we came to 

the ghetto. As other ghettos it has its negative 
and positive aspects. Refugee camps are better 
than what preceded them, or people never would 
have come. But they are still enslaving if only 
that we are limited to being ourselves there and 


only there. 
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The enforced nature of gay collectivities should be seen as one feature 
of the community, rather thaninterpreted as a sign of its absence. - 


It can be suggested that much of the dissatisfaction individuals 
experience in regard to being gay reflects less the direct effects of 
societal pressures and more the absence of clearly defined and avail- 
able gay alternatives. These, in turn, reflect the influences of more 
generabisocial forces. 


A distinction should perhaps be made between those gay males involved 

in gay liberation (keeping in mind the ambiguity of the term) and others. 
The former tend to see the situation of gay people as part of a larger 
struggle involving all oppressed peoples and are, in general, more 
sensitive to the difficulties women face: the latter tend to hold attitudes 
appropriate to their specific socio-economic background, or unique life 
circumstances (some of which might be liberal, other Neanderthal). 


. It should be noted that while women have tended to be less involved in 


gay liberation this inpart reflects a conscious decision on the part of 
many to work for change in areas where they personally experience greater 
oppression, that is, as women, rather than as gay people. Similarly 

Iany other gay people have sought to work for societal change from with- 
in the framework of their own ethnic conmunities or from positions 
dictated by their perception of the economic realities of our society. 
While such tactics may prove ultimately most advantageous to all they 

do disapate some of the potential strength of the gay liberation 
movement. 


While some of the data (both objective and subjective) are interpret- 
able as signifying self-rejection they also reflect the influence of the 
negative social situation in which gay people find themselves. For 
example, a lack of desire to associate with known homosexuals may reflect 
a dislike of people like oneself (thus indicating self-rejection); 

it may equally suggest a realistic concern with the dangers of exposure: 
or both. Im addition a hostile social environment may affect his be- 
havior either directly or indirectly (through its ability to create 
negative self-feelings which in turn affect behavioral responses). 

To place undue emphasis on the indirect path, via self-hate, leads 

to the danger that one will attempt to solve the 'problem' by focusing on 
the victim and his feelings rather than on the social situation which 
gave rise to these feelings in the first place. 


Wetre mannekins all staunch and clean 

While we scheme our hollow dreams 

And we don't believe men ought to cry for men 
Because we're trapped in Straight White Patterns 
weeit seems like we've baen banished 

To the roles that mold those mannish 

Modes of distance...-. 
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Our hearts are out on loan 

To strangers locked in stilted pantomine 

But we buy them straight White Patterns 

Spend our lives in the five-and-dime 

Where the price for Straight White Patterns 

Is surrender to our gender one more time. 

(P. Haggerty, Gay Community Social Services of Seattle, 1973). 


While related the social and the sexual are two separate areas. Past 
accounts have perhaps over-emphasized the role of the sexual in dis- 
cussions of gay life-styles. Undoubtedly a sexual component pervades 
most gay encounters, as it does in contacts between straight men and 
women. In certain settings this sexual component is paramount, for 
example, gay baths: in others, for example, gay community organizations, 
sexual themes are much more subdued. On the other hand, interpersonal 
contact}; without sexual,connotations, is an important) aspect! ineall 
interaction settings. To focus only on the sexual is to overlook the 
importance of non-sexual factors. A straight parallel would be to 
account for singles bars only in terms of final orgasmic release. 
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CHAPTER 6 


SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 


This work has been concerned with examining the social situation 
of gay males from the perspective of marginal man theory. The following 


pages Summarize findings and offer suggestions for further research. 


SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 


Findings deal with three general areas, the development of MPC, 
the effects of social involvement with conventional and non-conventional 
others, and general influences of the marginal situation. . 

In regard to the development of MPC it was hypothesized (Ho: la and 


lb) that the greater the individual's identification with conventional 


society and the greater his perception of barriers to full participation 


in that society the greater the degree to which he would display signs 

of MPC. This major hypothesis and its sub-parts were supported. Signs 
of MPC among gay respondents varied as predicted with the individual's 
identification with conventional society and his perception of anticipated 
and experienced social barriers. Most marginal were those individuals 

. high on both identification and perceived barriers. 


Evidence was also obtained to support hypothesis 2 that identi- 


fication with marginal others, in this case, a commitment to being gay, 


Pe aes a ee 


no evidence to support Stonequist's hypothesis (Hoz3)> thet siens of MPC 
would be more frequent among individuals high on identification with both 


social ordets. 
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With regard to patterns of social involvement it was felt that 
these adaptations to placement in a marginal situation should influence 
psychological outcomes (Hypothesis 4). Specifically, it was hypothe- 
sized that involvement with conventional others should be associated 
with increased evidence of MPC (4a) while involvement with gay others 
should lead to lessened MPC (4b). The data suggest that both forms of 
involvement are associated with lessened signs of MPC and that this 
relationship is stronger and more consistent in the case of involvement 
with conventional others. Least marginal were those individuals high 
on both types of social involvement. There was no evidence to suggest 
that simultaneous commitment to two supposedly conflicting social 
orders adversely affects individuals in temas of psychological mareinality. 

In addition to testing specific hypotheses concerning the 


appearance of MPC, relationships between involvement and personal and 


social adjustment, (self-esteem, self-stability, life satisfaction, 
alienation) were examined. A similar pattern emerges. Both forms of 
participation are associated with greater adjustment. The relationships 
are stronger inthe case of conventional participation. Most adjusted 
were those individuals high on involvement with both types of significant 
others. 

While both forms of participation are associated with increased 
adjustment the specific mechanism underlying their effects differs. 
Involvement with gay others influences adjustment through its ability to 
reduce unrealistic fears about being gay and to bring about an increase in 
the individual's sense of commitment fo er acceptance of being gay. 
Conventional participation influences adjustment more directly through 


its ability to meet a variety of individual needs, the satisfaction of 


which is not possible within an institutionally incomplete gay cormunity,. 
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Past research has examined the role of sub-cultural others in 
helping the gay person adjust to his particular situation. The present 
findings extend this work by examining simultaneously subcultural and 
conventional involvements. Without unduly minimizing the supportive 
roles played by Say peers the results suggest that overall adjustment 
is more Strongly influenced by the nature of the gay person's ties to 
conventional others and point to the necessity for gay people, at the 
Present time, to maintain such contacts. 


In so far as marginal situations influence individuals at levels 


other than that of psychological turmoil, it was proposed to examined 


the frequency of certain overt responses to the marginal peasy 

_— SE IS A ey 
(Allport's EGatts due to victimization) a and to explore their variz ions 
wee POre Ss traits due (to vi ee POPE One Le Varis 


among individuals differentially _involved_ with gay and conventional 
Others. The data suggest that such self-defensive traits are relatively - 
frequent among gay respondents. In general, these responses were more 
common among individuals more involved with conventional others and less 
common among individuals higher in involvement with gay others. 

Fieldwork experiences support these findings and lead to the sugeest- 
ion that it is at the level of relatively overt behaviors and attitudas 
that occupancy of a marginal situation manifests its greatest influence 
On gay people. Broadly speaking, these influences might be characterized 
as representing a concern with conventional facades, a milder version of 
the theme explored by } Iumphreys in his discussion of the “breastplate of 
righteousness", Faced with insecurity arising from a potentially threaten- 
ing situation many gay people have responded by engaging in a variety of 
behaviors which function both to divert suspicion from themselves and to 


provide reassurance of their social acceptability. Given adjustment levels 
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obtained from questionnaire data and observed in the Pieldveuch practices 
are advantageous for most in helping them cope with an ambivalent 
Situation at minimal psychological. cost. 

With respect to marginal man theory a major implication of these 
findings is a repetition of the theme that marginal personality character- 
istics are but one consequence of life in a marginal situation. In so far 
as extreme forms of psychological marginality affect only a small number 
of individuals involved, these end-states may be seen as a relatively 
minor effect of the marginal situation. To focus Primarily upon them rs to 
run the risk of taking a negative view of whatever minority is being con- 
sidered and of neglecting other responses to and/or influences of the 
Makeginol Situation. 

This point is emphasized by the use of gay males as respondents. 
The situation of this group is one seen as particularly conducive to the 
development of MPC (Stonequist, 1937). One would expect to find members 
beset by psychological turmoil. Survey and observational data suggest 
otherwise. While perhaps especially prone to psychological marginality, 
most individuals cope without succumbing. 

The marginal situation, however, does affect individuals within 
it. In looking at the general situation of gay people two features pre- 
dominate: first, the potential severity of societal reactions, coupled 
with the ease with which these may be avoided; and second, the absence 
o£ sienificant cultural differences between gay people and the Jarezer 
socity. In so far as these parameters of the marginal situation are 
found not only in Canada, but elsewhere, the general situation of gay 
people and their responses to it would appear to be cross-culturally 


similar On an individual level these responses are characterized as 
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reflecting a concern with conventional facades. In terms of group 
process, the underdeveloped state of the public gay community can 

be traced to specific features of the marginal situation. Jt is felt 

that further research utilizing a marginal man perspective would be 

more productive if it focused upon these more overt levels of individual 
and community response rather than upon inner psychological states. Such 
research should be directed not only to the coping mechanisms employed 

by individuals but also to the broader historical and social forces 

which have, and which continue to Shape the life styles and adaptations 

of members of the marginal aggregate, 

In general, a marginal man perspective has been of value in 
examining the situation of gay people. This perspective encourages the 
researcher to focus upon similarities between gay and other minority 
groups. As such it has been of special value as an orienting framework 
in the consideration of gay minorities who, historically, have been 
usually approached from perspectives emphasizing individual pathology 
or deviance, often in isolation from the social context within which 
such responses appear. 

The value of marginal man theory beyond an orienting framework 
may be limited. At the minimum further research utilizing this perspective 

.in examination of gay or other minority situations should recognize the 
stress within the marginal man literature on psychological marginality 
(MPC) may be misplaced. First, it is questionable to what degree 
psychological marginality represents a distinct set of psychological 
responses. Investigators of psychological marginality would be advised 
to explore more fully the uniqueness of the concept. Second, an emphasis 
on MPC, which is visible in extreme form in only a minority of Casesy may 


encourage neglect of the more widespread coping responses made by individuals, 
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responses which are of Sxreater practical significance in understanding 

marginal situations and their influences upon individuals within them. 
Despite these limitations the marginal man perspective has pro- 

vided a framework from which to further demonstrate that behavioral and 

attitudinal responses among gay people reflect similar processes to those 

found among other minorities, As such it provides encouragement for 

the view that it is from a group relations perspective that gay minor- 


ities might be most advantageously examined - as opposed to frameworks 


which would seek answers within the intra-psychic states of individuals. 


AREAS OF FURTHER INVESTIGATION 

Homosexuality has long been a taboo topic (Faberow, 1963). The 
Se are disappearing and it is becoming easier to conduct research on 
Say communities. Such research should be conducted, not only for the 
increased knowledge it may provide about gay minorities, but also for the 
light it may shed on substantive areas of interest to sociologists in 
general. 

Focusing directly on gay people, it can be suggested that given 
the paucity of Canadian data about sexual minorities research into most 
aspects of this topic is of potential value and may reveal unexpected 
findings. While this study would suggest that cross-cultural Similac ty 
is a general norm a more detailed examination of gay life styles should 
uncover differences which would add to knowledge of pay people and of the 
more general area of research under cans iddratiomn 4 For example, the 
Canadian gay activist movement and gay life styles within different 
sized urban or rural locales have been pointed to as possible areas for 


investigation, Additionally, the baths as a gay institution have rarely 
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been studied. An examination of their function and role within gay 
worlds. would add not only to our knowledge of gay life but also to our 
general understanding of short-term sexual commitments. 

Iwo specific areas in which further research is required are those 
Of occupational and interpersonal relationships. The handling of occupation- 
aipCareers is one set Of behaviors strongly influenced by experiences 
within the marginal situation. As yet little is definitely known of the 
relationships between sexual orfentation and either career selection or 
management. Investigations here would increase our knowledge of coping with 
behaviors within the gay marginal situation as well as shedding light on 
occupational aspirations and achievement in general. 

Similarly, an examination of interpersonal relationships none 
gay people is a relevant area for future research. This topic is of 
prime concern to many gay people. Furthermore, in a society where 
traditional conceptualizations of the nuclear family are increasingly 
inadequate to meet the needs of growing numbers it is important to look 
closely at alternative family structures - of which gay relationships 
are one example, Studies in this area should focus both on specific 
problems associated with life styles for which cultural conventions 
are lacking, as well as on solutions which have emerged to deal with 
these difficulties and to ensure individuals' satisfactions found by the 
majority within traditional structures. 

To be optimally effective fit is felt that future research concern- 
ing gay life styles should use a variety of methodological approaches in 
This work and others, most noteably that of Weinberg and 


gathering data. 


Williams (1972), have relied heavily upon survey methods to obtain large 
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quantities of data from as representative a sample of the population as 
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as possible. The experience gained here suggests that it would be more 
advantageous to focus upon a smaller number of respondents in greater 
depth and to place more emphasis upon in-depth and unstructured inter- 
views (coupled with observation work within the gay community). in 
gathering data. 

By approaching the topic in this way we should be better able to 
uncover concerns of respondents which may have been overlooked by structur- 
ed selt-report questionnaires as well as being betterprepared to under- 
Stand the temporal sequences involved in building and handling gay 
careers, Survey data indicates that most gay people are ultimately 
successful in adapting to their situation. We know little, however, of 
the stages leading to these positive outcomes or of the costs and 
complexities involved in maintaing them. Knowledge about these processes 
can only come through a detailed examination of life histories. While 
such au approach imposes its own constraints it would appear the most 
suitable one at the present time for discovering the mechanisms involved 


in hantling gay identities and in relating them to the total range of 


one's tife commitments. 
CONCLUDING REMARKS 


In general it can be said that the great majority of gay people 
have been able to adjust to the situation in which they find themselves 
at a minimal psychological cost. Given an ability to separate their dual 
social worlds and their accompanying demands most gay people have been 
able to evade, if not ignore, restrictions directed at them and partiei-— 
Pale cally, Lf at times with anxiety, in the activities and benefits of 
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the laveer society. Increasingly, however, among a growing minority 
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of gay people it is felt that. these gains have been purchased at a 
price too high to pay, namely, at the denial or surrender of an indigen- 
eous sense of gay identity or peoplehood, 

In possession of the cultural heritage of the larger society, 
faced with potential Sanctions as a consequence of their socio-sexual 
preferences and denied an authentic identity of their own choosing, it 
is not surprising that most gay people, historically and in the present, 
have largely defined themselves in terms of the larger society ~ just like 
them, with a difference-and have related to that society either by overtly 
flaunting their deviant identity’ or more commonly by concealing sexual 
orientation beneath a conventional facade and limiting gay expression 
to a separate world of subterranean institutions.> 

The past few years have witnessed a growing dissatisfaction with 
this situation and the first tentative steps towards its change. In- 
creasingly gay people are beginning to demand their civil rights and to 
explore in greater detail the potentialities to be found in gay life 
styles. Using as models changes which have occured within ethnic 
communities, particularly within the Black comaunity, gay people have 
begun the search for an indigeneous gay identity and the process of 
authenticating that identity by seeking to make it a part of their total 
range of life commitments. 

The central dilemma facing gay people in the past has not been the 
difficulty of hiding ex handling dual social identities, but rather the 
absence of a gay identity. The task facing the community now and in the 


future is one of defining gay alternatives and working towards their 


expression and realization. 
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Chapter 6 Footnotes 


ass 


Zurcher (1972) for example, has used the term "cultural lead" 

in reference to behaviors found among the poor and the hip. He 
feels these represent adaptations to a social situation which 
will confront larger segments of the population in the near 
future. Many of his comments, particularly in the area of inter- 
personal relationships, are applicable to gay people at the 
present time. Given this fact, an.examination of the existing 
gay situation may provide clues or insights to better prepare us 
for coming changes in the larger society. 


A possible area for those interested in cross-cultural differences 
would be an examination of gay activism in different political juris- 
dictions. The differing political systems in Canada and the United 
States, for example, should influence the form gay liberation struggles 
take, with a more centralized organizational structure being more 
relevant to the Canadian case. Given the difficulty of cross cultural 
work perhaps a more accessible research area would be comparisons 
between gay life styles in different sized urban and rural settings. 


In the past these were the only alternatives open to gay people and 
despite apparent differences they are very similar. lLeznoff and 
Wesley's (1956) secretive and oveit homosexual graips, while differing 
in terms of their involvement with conventional others share in cormon 
both the fact that neither have integrated being gay within the sphere 
of their conventional involvements and a definition and expression of 
gayness largely in terms provided by the surrounding society. 
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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 
TELEPHONE (403) 432-4234 EDMONTON, CANADA 


A T6G 2E1 
RF; os 
fcUmaue > 


Greetings; 


I am working on a study of gay life styles and would 
like your help. The purpose of the enclosed questionnaire is 
fosstudy Mow datterent individuals handle the ditticulties 
sometimes associated with being gay. 


Please answer each of the questions in terms of your 
own feelings or situation. 


When you have completed the questionnaire, please 
place it in the envelope provided and mail it to the 
researcher. 


Do NOT sign your name. ALL ANSWERS ARE COMPLETELY 
CONFIDENTIAL and will be seen only by the researcher. 


The gathering of accurate information depends upon 
your completion and return of this questionnaire. If YOU 
HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS ABOUT THE NATURE OF “INE SluUDy,; 
please call me at 439-2862. 


THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATIENCE AND COOPERATION. 


Simcenrery, 
NL/eb Neil tae ay = 
Buc. : Department of Sociology 


University Of Alberua 
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ATTITUDE STUDY 


PROJECT DIRECTOR 


Neil Lindquist 


DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 


EDMONTON, ALBERTA 


PLEASE DO NOT PLACE YOUR NAME ANYWHERE ON THIS QUESTIONNAIRE 


WHEN YOU HAVE COMPLETED ALL THE QUESTIONS PLEASE RETURN 
THE QUESTIONNAIRE (IN THE ACCOMPANYING ENVELOPE) TO: 


NEIL E. LINDQUIST 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 


THANK YOU VERY MUCH. YOUR HELP IS GREATLY APPRECIATED. 
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PLEASE ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS. PLACE A CHECK BESIDE THE ANSWER THAT 
BEST DESCRIBES *YOus 


Often you may find that no answer to a question completely describes 
your feelings or situation. In such cases you should choose the 

answer that fits best. There are no "right" or "wrong" answers. I 

am interested in learning about your feelings, opinions, and situation. 


What is your sex? 1)male 2) female 
What iS your age? years 


How far have you gone in your education? 
l)eight grades or less 

2)some high school 

3)high school graduate 

4)some university or business school 
5)university graduate 

6)graduate or professional degree 


What is your average annual income? 
I)iresis@ that) 5), 0.00 

2ySo, 000 to $7,999 

O58, 0000 te. 51,0), 999 

Ae, OCO0NGO clo. 999 

5) at4,.000. to $16,999 

GS) SIL OOO ee SII, Os) 

7)520,000. ox more 


Are you 1)single _2)married 3)divorced 
4) separated ; 5)widowed? 


a) How long have you lived at your present address? 


year (s) _ month(s) 


How long did you live at your previous address? 
year (s) month(s) 


SZ 


Pk ek KK ke ek kee eke e 


Do you belong to any clubs (excluding gay organizations) ,_ 
lodges, unions, professional associations, or cther organized 


groups? l)yes 2)no 


05) 


o 


If yes, how many? 


In general do you attend their meetings? 
Ljcegqularhy » jy 2) sometimes enehiele avetly 


Qa 


Gd) Have you ever held office in these organizations? 
l)yes 2)no 


: ; ; 
Have you ever served on committees of these organizations: 


e) 
l)yes 2)no 
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a) How often do you usually attend church or synagogue? 
l)once a week or more 

2)two or three times a month 

3)once a month 

4)several times a year 

5S) Mess oOLreen 

6) never 


b) What is your religion? 
1)United Church 

2) Anglican 

3)Other Protestant 
4)Roman Catholic 
5)Ukraenian Catholic 
6) Jewish 

7) Other 

8)None 


About how often do you see relatives? 
1)once a week or more 

2)two or three times a month 
3)once a month 

4)several times a year 

5)less often 

6)never 


About how often do you have straight friends over to your place? 
1)once a week or more 

2)two or three times a mont 

3)once a month 

4)several times a year 

5)less often 

6)never 


About how often do you visit with straight friends at their 


homes? 


l)once a week or more 

2)two or three times a month 
3)once a month 

4)several times a year 
5)less often 

6) never 


Of all your friends, how many are (to your knowledge) straight? 
TL) eight 

2)most 

3)more than half 

4)about half 

5)less than half 


7)none 
At the present time, how many close relationships do you have 
with heterosexuals? (Other than family members.) 

1)many 

2) some 


3)very few 
4) none 
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At the present time, how socially active are you in heterosexual 


circles? 

l)very active 
2)somewhat active 
3)not teo active 
4)not active at all 


l)yes 2)no 
b) Have you ever held office or served on committees of these 
Organizations? l)yes 2)no 
Are you a member of GATE? l)yes 2)no 


About how often do you go out to gay bars or clubs? 
1)once a week or more 

2) ew Om Or SelnEeen times mallmonten 

3)once a month 

4)several times a year 

5)less often 

6) never 


About how often do you have gay friends over to your place? 
1)once a week or more 

2)two or three times a month 

3)once a month 

4) several times a year 

5)less often 

6) never 


About how often do you visit with gay friends at their homes? 
l1)once a week or more 
2) EWwO Ona tnzee. tames ay montn 
3)once a month 
4)several times a year 
Boya2ess. often 
6)never 


a) With whom are you living at the moment? 
1)by yourself 

2)with parent(s) 

3)with gay roommate (s) 

4)with straight roommate(s) 


5) wife/husband 
6) other 
b) If with roommate, is your roommate also your lover? 
ipves= » “shh 2)no 
What proportion of your leisure time socializing is with other 
1)most 


2)more than half 
3) about half 
4)less than half 
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22. How many of your friends are gay? 

iL) eval) 

_2)most 

3)more than half 

4)about half 

5)less than half 

6)only a few 

7)none 


236) /DSLeEhouga at may be difficult, please specify the number of people 
whom you consider to be your ClOSeeirlenes: (For example, 
(Oi te aire Si ee eS) - Of these, how many are gay? 


24. Do you subscribe to or regularly read any gay newpapers, for 
example, The Advocate, The Body Politic? l)yes 2) nO 


YOUR OPINION OF EACH OF THE. FOLLOWING STATEMENTS IS IMPORTANT WHETRER 
YOU. HAVE (EHOUGHT) ABOUT THEM. BEFORE OR. NOT. PLEASE INDICATE BY 
CHECKING THE APPROPRIATE LINE WHETHER YOU STRONGLY AGREE; AGREE, ARH 


UNCERTAIN, DISAGREE, OR STRONGLY DISAGREE WITH EACH OF THE STATEMENTS 


bal = Cb) yO 
- Set ae 
co o NW Lon) th 
Oo W o cod) at} oO 
WoW oe] 6) n HOW 
» ion) G “d eet 
W Fe = a na 
(1) (2), — (3) (4) (5) 
25. I feel that I have a number of” : G 5 : : R 
good qualities 
26. Successful people do their best 3 : g : : : 
to prevent others from being 
successful too. 
27. -Many male homosexuals are psycho- g : : oS 2 : 
logically disturbed. 
282 AIL aime aid, t am anetined to feel e Paea, Se : : : 
thats Weeamn tacfailure:. 
29. I feel that nobody really under- : : a ey A 
stands me. 
30. People seem to change from day to : ; : : - > 
day infthe way they treat me. 
31... I am so restless that I cannot : : : : : : 
Sit eine Chair e.ou very long. 
32—4 1. belveve the society we live 3 : : 2 : 
in is pretty good the way it is. 
33. I would make a lot of changes in . Q : : : : 
the laws of this country 1t 1 
could. 
34. On the whole I am satisfied with - : : : : : 
myself. 
35,  “Tteothers hadn't prevented me ut sae : : : : 


would De’ tar better Offethan 
am now. 
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38. 


395 


40, 


41. 
42. 


43. 
44, 
45. 


46. 
47. 


48, 


49, 
DUR 


Be 


DZ. 


DSi 


54. 
Do's 


56. 


I feel that I am somewhat apart 
from the people around me. 


i regret the decisions? Ivhave made 


The world is a dangerous place full 
of evil men and women. 


I take a positive attitude toward 
myself. 


I wish I could have more respect 
for myself. 


I certainly feel useless at times. 


Homosexuals are usually Superior 
in many ways to non-homosexuals. 


Straight ‘people are cold to me. 
Straight people laugh at me. 


I am probably responsible for the 
Pac eve Naty Dlemegay. 


Straight people gossip about me. 


Gays and straights are basically 
different in more ways than 
Simply sexual preference. 


ThenesismMNothmich Ll can do about 
most of the important problems we 
Lace amethe world today. 


EB Ortensteel lonely: 


Things have become so complicated 
in the world today that I really 
don't know what is going on. 


I have noticed that straight people 
wink, shrug, or nudge at one 
another about me. 


Straight people act as though they 
were better than me. 


Straight people refer to me as 
being odd or strange. 


I wish I were not gay. 


I would not want to give up my 
homosexuality, even if I could. 


I feel “closer” to a heterosexual 
Onnys Own socialeclass, “than to a 
homosexual of a much lower social 
CHAVES . 
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Strongly 
Agree 
Agree 
Uncertain 
Disagree 
Strongly 
Disagree 
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FOR EACH OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS PLEASE CHECK THE ANSWER THAT BEST 
DESCRIBES YOUR SITUATION OR OPINION 


57. Do any of the following people know or suspect that you are gay? 
(If your mother or father is deceased, please check whether they 
did know or suspect.) 


Definitely Probably Does not seem Have no such 


knows suspects to suspect Relationshi 
() (2) (3) 4 : 


Your mother 


VOUTreserather 
Brothex (Ss) 


Soisitens) 


Best heterosexual 
friend of same sex 


Best heterosexual 
friend of opposite sex 


Your employer 
Wife/Husband 


ae el 


58. How do you think each of the following persons would react (or 
has reacted) to finding out that you are gay? 
[write the number (from the list below) that best describes how 
you think each of the following would react (or has reacted) } 


i. Accepting, (etewould snot matter) 

2. Understanding (but not accepting) 

3. Tolerant (but not understanding) 

4. Intolerant. (but not rejecting) 

so. Rejyecting 

6. Not Applicable (have no such relationship) 


Your mother 

Your father 

Brother (s) 

Sister (s) 

Best heterosexual friend of the same Sex 
Best heterosexual friend of the opposite sex 
Your employer 

Wife/Husband 

Most of your work associates 


59. How do you think most people feel about homosexuals? 
1)They feel disgusted or repelled by homosexuals. 


2)They dislike homosexuals. 
3)They have a “live and let live" attitude toward homosexuals. 


4)They have some liking for homosexuals. 


60. Do you think people are likely to make life more difficult for 
persons they suspect are gay? 

l)yyes, most people would. 

2)yes, many would. 

3)yes, a few would. 

4)no. 
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Glee Do you think people are likely to break off social relations 
with someone, if they Suspect he is gay? 


l)yes, most people would 
2)yes, many people would 
3)yes, a few would 

4)no 


62s Does knowing you are gay “weigh on your mind" (make you feel 
guilty, depressed, anxious, or ashamed) ? 
Pot ata ee. 


2)not very much 
3) somewhat 
4)a great deal 


BELOW ARE THREE SITUATIONS. PLEASE CHECK THE ANSWER THAT BEST 
DESCRIBES HOW YOU HAVE ACTED, OR WOULD ACT, IN EACH SITUATION. 


(SS GY) 


b) 


With reference to my close Stpavgite i etengds eo... 
1)I have told them nothing about my sexual preferences. 


2)I have talked to them in general terms about my sexual 
preferences. They have only a general idea about then. 

3)I have talked in full and complete detail with them 
about my sexual preferences. 

4)I have lied or misrepresented my sexual preferences to 
them so that they have a false picture of me. 


With reference to my family 


1) I “have told them nothing about my sexual preferences. 

2)I have talked to them in general terms about my sexual 
preferences. They have only a general idea about them. 

3)I have talked in full and complete detail with them 
about my sexual preferences. 


__4)I have lied or misrepresented my sexual preferences to 


them so that they have a false picture of me. 


With reference to my present employer (or future employer ... 


1)I have told him nothing about my sexual preferences. 

2)I have talked to him in general terms about my sexual 
preferences. He has only a general idea about them. 

3)I have talked in full and complete detail with him about 
my sexual preferences. 

4)I have lied or misrepresented my sexual preferences to 
him so that he has a false picture of me. 


FOR EACH OF THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS PLACE A CHFCK IN THE PLACE WHICH 


BEST DESCRIBES YOUR OPINION 
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64. I have noticed that straight people a : 3 3 : : 
give me the "once over". 
65. Straight people call me names such Si : : 3 : : 


as fairy or queer. 
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66. I feel that I don't belong anywhere. - 2 : : : : 
67. At times I think that I am no good : : : : : : 
atoall. er er ee a 
68. I let myself go when I am angry. : : : : 
69. I wish I could be as happy as others. : : : : : : 
70. eisteel that tam a person of worth, s 5 : : : : 
at least on an equal plane with oe 
others. 
fie wietee) that todo not have, much te : : = : : 
be proud of. 
J2 gett Becould lave my -life over again, : 3 : : a: : 
I would prefer to live it straight. a. 
73. Most of the time I am glad I am A : 5 : : : 
gay. 
14. (1 Cornet likerto associate socially : AES 2 : : : 
with a person who has a reputation 
(among heterosexuals) for being gay. 
75. “1 don’t ‘really enjoy most of the 3 : : ; : : 
WOLrkfthat edo, Gbiteil feel that fT 
must do it in order to have the 
other things I want and need. 
16. 2 f-am noe much interested in the TV : : : : oe : 
programs, movies, or magazines that 
most people seem to like. 
77. “lL am@almost always’ aware that Icam = : : 3 : 
gay. 
#8. BTHeVvactions “of sa small minority of 2 : : : : : 
homosexuals give a bad name to all 
_ homosexuals. 
Lon ml amuable to do thingssas well as “ <ceen ais : . : 
most people. 
80. (Lbifesis atstraan for sme. Sete NE eae eck Ee 
81. I suddenly dislike something that I 2 : @ se es 
liked very much before. 
82. Many male homosexuals are easy to Sem mkt Mati pate ees Soe ee einer: 
identify because of the way they 
Walle, weds Wie Cie 
83. I am more nervous than most people. : : : : : : 
84. I have noticed that my ideas about tae ee ME ee a 


myself seem to change very rapidly. 
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85. I feel that nothing or almost : : : : : “ 
nothing, can change the opinion I Mees a 
currently hold of myself. 
86. Some days I have a very good opinion : 2 : : : E 
of myself; other days I have a very 
poor’ opinion ‘of myselt . 
87. The laws governing the people of : : : : z : 
this country are sound and needa i 
only minor changes if any. 
88. pf am critical of the way our : : : : : 


PECSenE Society 2S jorgani zed, 


FOR EACH OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS PLEASE CHECK THE ANSWER THAT BRST 
DESCRIBES YOUR SITUATION OR OPINION. 


89. Taking all things together, how would you say things are these 
Gays? Would you say you're 
l)very happy 
2)pretty happy 
3)not too happy 


90. In general, how satisfying do you find the way you're spending 
your life these days? 

l)completely satisfying 

2)pretty satisfying 

3)not very satisfying 


91. a) About how old were you when you first became aware of any 
. sexual feelings towards someone of the same sex? 


b) About how old were you when you became aware you were gay? 


92. Are you right-handed? __1l)yes _2)no 
93. Have you ever seen a psychiatrist about your homosexuality? 
l)yes 2)no 


94. Do you think of yourself as: 

l)more heterosexual than homosexual 
2)equally heterosexual and homosexual 
3)more homosexual than heterosexual 
4)predominantly homosexual 

5)totally homosexual 


j 


95. AG present, are you 
1) employed 5.) a) part-time b) full-time 
2)unemployed 

wes) See imed 


Gb. Are you 2a student? Ae l)yes 2)no 
JiCyes, a) part-time b) full-time 
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59. 


100. 


If employed, 
a) How long have you 
l)less n 


3) ee 


b) How long have you he 
ljless than a 
2)1 to 
3)more 


J 
c) How many job changes have you 
If retired or not working please ans 
used to do or us 


a) Are you employed in 1)white co 
b) What kind of work do you do for a 
called? What is the type of the 
employs you? For example, salesm 
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e in the last 5 years? 
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wer in terms of the work you 


living? (What is your job 
business or industry that 
an in camera store.) 
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How often do you do any of ea a aes _ =: g 
= = — 
the following? (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
a) use feminine names when : : : : : : 
referring to friends and 
acquaintances. 
b) wear facial make-up : : : : : : 
c) dress in women's clothing : = = : : : 
About how often do you visit the baths? 
lj)once a week or more 
2)tiwo or three times a month 
3)once a month 
4)several times a year 
5)less often 
6)never 
If you have any comments about this questionnaire, or if there 
is anything you would like to add, please do so. 
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